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Atwood
Troubleshooting
Guide Model 66280:
A Comprehensive
Guide to Water
Heater Repair

The Atwood 66280 water heater, a
popular choice for RVs and campers,
provides essential hot water on the
go. However, like any appliance, it
can experience malfunctions. This
comprehensive Atwood troubleshooting
guide model 66280 will equip you
with the knowledge and steps to
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diagnose and resolve common issues,
minimizing downtime and maximizing
your enjoyment of your adventures.
We'll cover everything from Atwood
66280 water heater igniter problems
to troubleshooting the Atwood 66280
gas valve, ensuring you can get back
to enjoying hot showers quickly.
This guide focuses on practical
solutions, preventative maintenance,
and understanding the inner workings
of this reliable water heater.

Understanding Your
Atwood 66280 Water
Heater

Before diving into troubleshooting,
understanding the basic components
of your Atwood 66280 is crucial.
This model typically uses propane or
LP gas to heat water, employing a
system that includes a gas valve,
igniter, thermocouple, burner
assembly, and a thermostat. Knowing
how these parts interact helps in
pinpointing the source of any
problems. A thorough understanding
of this system is key to effective
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Atwood 66280 water heater repair.

### Key Components and Their
Functions:

e Gas Valve: Controls the flow of
propane to the burner.

e Igniter: Provides the spark to
ignite the propane gas.

e Thermocouple: A safety device
that monitors the flame and
shuts off the gas if the flame
is extinguished.

e Burner Assembly: The component
where the propane burns to heat
the water.

e Thermostat: Regulates the water
temperature.

Common Atwood 66280
Troubleshooting Issues
and Solutions

This section will delve into the
most frequently encountered problems
with the Atwood 66280 and provide
step-by-step solutions. Remember,
safety is paramount. Always
disconnect the gas supply before
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performing any repairs. If you are
uncomfortable working with gas
appliances, consult a qualified
professional.

### 1. No Ignition:

This is often caused by a faulty
igniter, a dead battery (if
applicable), or a problem with the

gas supply.

e Check the Battery: Ensure the
batteries supplying power to the
igniter are fresh and correctly
installed. Replace them if
necessary.

e Inspect the Igniter: Look for
any visible damage or debris on
the igniter. Clean it gently if
needed. If the igniter is
visibly damaged, replacement is
necessary.

e Verify Gas Supply: Check the
propane tank to ensure it’s full
and the valve is open. Check for
any leaks in the gas line using
soapy water. If you detect a
leak, immediately shut off the
gas supply and contact a
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professional.

### 2. Intermittent Ignition or Weak
Flame:

This could indicate a problem with
the gas valve, a clogged burner, or
a faulty thermocouple.

e Inspect the Burner Assembly:
Remove the burner assembly and
carefully clean any debris that
may be clogging the gas jets.

e Check the Thermocouple: The
thermocouple is a critical
safety component. If it's
faulty, it may prevent the gas
from staying on even if the
flame is present. A qualified
technician should check this
component.

e Inspect the Gas Valve: A
malfunctioning gas valve may
only supply intermittent gas
flow, leading to weak flames or
ignition problems. Replacement
may be necessary.

### 3. Overheating or Inconsistent
Water Temperature:
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Problems with the thermostat can
result in water overheating or
failing to reach the desired
temperature.

e Check the Thermostat: The
thermostat might be
malfunctioning, requiring
adjustment or replacement.
Consult your Atwood 66280 water
heater manual for instructions
on adjusting or replacing the
thermostat.

e Check Water Flow: Insufficient
water flow can lead to
overheating. Ensure your water
pump is functioning correctly
and there are no clogs in the
water lines.

### 4. Water Leaks:

Leaks can stem from several sources,
including faulty connections,
damaged seals, or corrosion.

e Inspect Connections: Check all
connections for tightness and
signs of leaks. Tighten loose
connections as needed. Replace
any damaged seals or gaskets.
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e Look for Corrosion: Check the
tank for signs of corrosion,
especially near the bottom.
Corrosion can lead to leaks and
ultimately require tank
replacement.

Preventative Maintenance
for Your Atwood 66280

Regular maintenance significantly
extends the lifespan of your water
heater and reduces the likelihood of
breakdowns.

e Annual Inspection: Conduct a
thorough visual inspection of
the entire system annually.
Check for leaks, corrosion, and
any signs of damage.

e Clean the Burner: Clean the
burner assembly at least once a
year to remove any debris that
might affect performance.

e Check Gas Connections: Inspect
all gas connections for leaks
regularly.
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Conclusion: Mastering
Your Atwood 66280

This Atwood troubleshooting guide
model 66280 provides a comprehensive
overview of common issues and
solutions. By understanding the
basic components and their
functions, performing regular
maintenance, and addressing problems
promptly, you can ensure reliable
hot water throughout your
adventures. Remember to prioritize
safety and consult a professional if
you are uncomfortable performing any
repairs yourself. Proactive
maintenance will save you time,
money, and frustration in the long
run.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)

Ql: My Atwood 66280 water heater
won't light. What are the first
steps I should take?

Al: First, check the propane tank to
ensure it is full and the valve is
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open. Then, check the batteries
supplying power to the igniter and
replace them if necessary. Next,
inspect the igniter itself for any
visible damage or debris and clean
it if needed. If the problem
persists, there may be an issue with
the gas valve or thermocouple,
requiring professional attention.

Q2: How often should I flush my
Atwood 66280 water heater?

A2: It is recommended to flush your
Atwood 66280 water heater at least
once a year, or more frequently if
you notice a decrease in water
heating efficiency or sediment
buildup in the water. Flushing
removes sediment buildup that
reduces efficiency and can cause
premature tank failure.

Q3: What causes a weak flame in my
Atwood 66280 water heater?

A3: A weak flame can result from a
clogged burner, low propane supply,
a malfunctioning gas valve, or a
problem with the thermocouple.
Carefully clean the burner assembly
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and check the propane tank and gas
lines. A faulty gas valve or
thermocouple typically requires
professional diagnosis and repair.

Q4: My Atwood 66280 water heater is
leaking. What should I do?

A4: A leak is a serious issue.
Immediately turn off the gas supply.
Locate the source of the leak. Minor
leaks from connections might be
fixable with tightened fittings or
new seals. However, leaks from the
tank itself often require tank
replacement. Contact a qualified RV
technician for assessment and
repair.

Q5: Can I replace parts on my Atwood
66280 myself?

A5: Some parts, like the igniter or
burner assembly, are relatively easy
to replace with the right tools and
some mechanical aptitude. Consult
your owner's manual for guidance.
However, components like the gas
valve and thermocouple require more
specialized knowledge and should
generally be handled by a
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professional. Always disconnect the
gas supply before any repair
attempts.

Q6: Where can I find replacement
parts for my Atwood 662807

A6: Replacement parts for Atwood
water heaters can be found at many
RV supply stores, online retailers
specializing in RV parts, and from
authorized Atwood dealers. Always
ensure you are ordering parts
specifically compatible with your
Atwood 66280 model.

Q7: What is the lifespan of an
Atwood 66280 water heater?

A7: With proper maintenance, an
Atwood 66280 water heater can last
for many years, often a decade or
more. However, the lifespan can be
affected by factors such as water
quality, usage frequency, and the
overall quality of installation and
maintenance.

Q8: Why is my water heater making
loud noises?
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A8: Loud noises, such as popping or
banging, can be caused by sediment
buildup in the tank. Flushing the
tank may resolve the issue. However,
persistent loud noises can indicate
more serious problems and warrant
professional inspection.

Decoding the Mysteries:
An Atwood
Troubleshooting Guide
for Model 66280

The Atwood appliance model 66280, a
sturdy workhorse in many
recreational vehicles, can sometimes
present challenges . This
comprehensive guide will walk you
through the process of diagnosing
and fixing common problems with your
66280 unit. We'll investigate the
most frequent concerns and provide
straightforward solutions, allowing
you to enjoy worry-free warm water
on your next excursion.

Understanding Your Atwood 66280:
Before we explore troubleshooting,
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let's quickly review the key
features of the Atwood 66280. This
model is a gas-powered hot water
heater known for its compact design
and efficient operation . It's a
favored selection for numerous
campers due to its durability and
relatively easy maintenance . Key
components include the burner
assembly , the water tank , the
control panel , and the security
mechanisms such as the temperature
gauge and the flame sensor .

Common Problems and Their Solutions:

Now, let's tackle the most common
issues encountered by 66280 owners:

e No Ignition: This is often
caused by a empty propane tank ,
a malfunctioning igniter, or a
clogged gas line. Inspect
propane tank level first. If the
tank is full, inspect the gas
line for blockages and
substitute the igniter if needed
. A multimeter can help diagnose
igniter malfunctions

e Weak or Intermittent Flame: A
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weak flame often indicates a
partially blocked burner , a
insufficient gas pressure , or a
dirty or damaged flame sensor .
Clean the burner thoroughly and
substitute the flame sensor if
necessary .

e Insufficient Hot Water: This
could be due to low gas pressure
, a malfunctioning thermostat ,
weak heating element performance
, or a leaking water tank .
Check the thermostat setting and
consider substituting it if
faulty . A leaking water tank
will require professional repair
or replacement

e Overheating: The 66280 has
safety features to prevent
overheating. However, a faulty
thermostat or a broken
temperature sensor can cause the
unit to overheat. Substitute the
faulty component immediately.

e Pilot Light Issues: A pilot
light that won't remain lit
usually indicates a problem with
the pilot system. This often
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requires a thorough cleaning or
change of the pilot assembly .

Maintenance and Prevention:

Regular maintenance is crucial to
extend the life of your Atwood
66280. This includes annual
inspections by a certified
technician , cleaning the burner
assembly at least annually , and
verifying for leaks . sufficient
ventilation is also vital to prevent
carbon monoxide buildup .

Conclusion:

The Atwood 66280, while a reliable
appliance , can occasionally face
problems. By comprehending the
common challenges and their
resolutions , you can quickly
identify and resolve most problems.
Remember that regular maintenance is
critical for achieving optimal
performance and avoiding costly
repairs

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Ql: Where can I find replacement
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parts for my Atwood 662807

Al: Replacement parts are available
from many RV parts suppliers , both
online and at brick-and-mortar
stores . You can also contact
Atwood's customer service for
assistance in locating parts.

Q2: How often should I flush my
Atwood 662807

A2: It's recommended to flush your
appliance at least yearly to remove
sediment buildup. This helps improve
efficiency and extends the lifespan
of the unit

Q3: Can I perform all repairs
myself?

A3: Some repairs are simple and can
be performed by a experienced DIYer.
However, more complex issues such as
damaged water tanks or gas line
malfunctions should be addressed by
a qualified technician to guarantee
safety .

Q4: What should I do if I smell gas?

Atwood Troubleshooting Guide Model 66280
16



Atwood Troubleshooting Guide Model 66280

A4: If you detect the smell of gas,
immediately discontinue the gas
supply, ventilate the area , and
contact a qualified technician
immediately. Do not attempt repairs
yourself. Gas leaks are dangerous .
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