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Cicero's Somnium Scipionis:
The Dream of Scipio - A
Journey Through Time and
Virtue

Cicero's *Somnium Scipionis*, or "The Dream of Scipio," is more than
just a captivating narrative; it's a potent philosophical treatise
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embedded within the broader context of his *De Re Publica* ("On the
Republic"). This influential work, penned in the first century BC, offers
a fascinating glimpse into Roman ideals, the Stoic philosophy, and the
enduring power of virtue. Understanding its nuances reveals not only
a compelling story but also a profound exploration of duty, justice,
and the nature of the cosmos. Key elements such as Stoicism in
Somnium Scipionis, the political philosophy of Cicero, the
allegory of the dream, and the concept of the afterlife all
contribute to its enduring relevance.

A Synopsis of the Dream: Stars, Spheres,
and the Afterlife

The narrative unfolds as a dream experienced by Scipio Aemilianus, a
celebrated Roman general, guided by his adopted grandfather, Scipio
Africanus. This allegory of the dream itself is a literary device
Cicero masterfully employs to convey complex philosophical ideas.
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Scipio Africanus appears to his grandson, not as a mere ghost, but as
a vibrant figure embodying Roman ideals. He transports Scipio
through the celestial spheres, unveiling a breathtaking cosmic vision.
This is not merely a fantastical journey, but a symbolic representation
of the path to virtue and the pursuit of a life dedicated to the *res
publica* (the common good). The vivid description of the cosmos
aligns with the prevailing astronomical theories of the time, enhancing
the realism and impact of the visionary experience.

The dream also features a profound exploration of the concept of
the afterlife. Scipio Africanus guides his grandson through a celestial
city, the home of noble souls who have lived virtuous lives and
contributed to the greatness of Rome. This vision serves as a powerful
incentive for righteous conduct and a testament to the immortality
achieved through virtuous actions, a key tenet of Stoicism. The
journey through the heavens isn't simply a reward for the good, but
an allegorical path towards self-improvement and the cultivation of
virtue.
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Stoicism in Somnium Scipionis: A Guiding
Principle

The Stoicism in Somnium Scipionis is undeniable. The emphasis on
reason, virtue, and living in accordance with nature is central to Scipio
Africanus's guidance. He repeatedly stresses the importance of civic
duty and dedication to the common good, explicitly advising Scipio to
strive for a life of service rather than personal glory. The rejection of
hedonistic pursuits and the focus on inner strength resonate
profoundly with Stoic philosophy. The celestial journey itself can be
interpreted as a metaphor for the Stoic's path to spiritual and
intellectual self-improvement. By embracing virtue, individuals can
achieve a form of immortality, transcending the limitations of their
mortal lives.
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Political Philosophy of Cicero: Duty and
the Common Good

Cicero's *De Re Publica*, which includes *Somnium Scipionis*, is a
significant contribution to political philosophy. The political
philosophy of Cicero, as showcased in the dream, is strongly
informed by his belief in the Republic’s virtues and the importance of
wise leadership. Scipio Africanus's emphasis on the responsibility of
citizens to serve their state reflects Cicero's deep concern for the well-
being of Rome. The dream serves as a powerful reminder of the
importance of civic engagement and the need for citizens to prioritize
the common good over personal interests. This resonates particularly
strongly considering the political turmoil of Cicero's own time. The
work implicitly argues that a strong and virtuous republic hinges on
the active participation of its citizens, guided by reason and virtue.
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The Enduring Legacy and Key Messages

Cicero's *Somnium Scipionis* isn't simply a historical artifact; it holds
enduring relevance. The allegory of the dream continues to
captivate readers, offering a powerful and imaginative exploration of
philosophical and political themes. Its enduring appeal stems from the
timelessness of its central message: the pursuit of virtue leads to a
fulfilling life, both in this world and, allegorically, in the next. The
work's style is both elegant and accessible, blending mythological
elements with profound philosophical insights. Its key messages — the
pursuit of virtue, the importance of civic duty, and the significance of
a life dedicated to the common good — remain profoundly relevant in
the modern world. The dream provides a timeless model for personal
growth and leadership, encouraging readers to reflect on their own
lives and contributions to society.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What is the historical context of *Somnium Scipionis*?

A1: Cicero wrote *Somnium Scipionis* as part of his larger work, *De
Re Publica*, during a period of political instability in the late Roman
Republic. The work reflects Cicero's own political ideals and his
concern for the future of Rome. The dream's vision of a virtuous and
well-ordered republic served as a counterpoint to the corruption and
violence that plagued the Roman political landscape.

Q2: What is the significance of Scipio Africanus's role in the
dream?

A2: Scipio Africanus, a legendary Roman general, acts as a mentor
and guide to his grandson. His presence symbolizes the enduring
legacy of Roman virtue and the importance of following in the
footsteps of great leaders. He represents the ideal Roman citizen,
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embodying civic duty, military prowess, and wisdom. His appearance
in the dream provides a powerful model for Scipio Aemilianus and, by
extension, the reader.

Q3: How does the dream relate to Stoic philosophy?

A3: *Somnium Scipionis* is deeply rooted in Stoic principles. The
emphasis on virtue, reason, and living in accordance with nature is
central to the dream's message. The rejection of hedonistic pursuits
and the focus on inner strength are both consistent with Stoicism. The
celestial journey itself can be seen as a symbolic representation of the
Stoic path toward wisdom and self-improvement.

Q4: What is the symbolism of the celestial spheres in the
dream?

A4: The celestial spheres represent the cosmos and the order of the
universe. The journey through these spheres symbolizes the journey
towards understanding and wisdom. It also reflects the hierarchical

Ciceros Somnium Scipionis The Dream Of Scipio



Ciceros Somnium Scipionis The Dream Of Scipio

structure of the Roman worldview, with earthly affairs being
subordinated to the greater cosmic order. The vivid descriptions of the
celestial bodies reflect contemporary astronomical knowledge,
blending mythology and scientific understanding.

Q5: What is the significance of the "immortal city" described
in the dream?

A5: The "immortal city" is a symbolic representation of the afterlife,
inhabited by the souls of virtuous individuals who have lived
exemplary lives. It serves as a powerful incentive for righteous
conduct and a testament to the immortality achievable through
virtuous action, demonstrating a reward for the cultivation of moral
character and service to the community.

Q6: What is the literary style of *Somnium Scipionis*?

A6: Cicero employs a sophisticated literary style characterized by its
elegance and precision. The dream sequence is vividly described,
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employing imagery and metaphor to convey complex philosophical
ideas. The dialogue between Scipio Africanus and Scipio Aemilianus is
both engaging and insightful, seamlessly blending narrative and
philosophical discourse.

Q7: What is the enduring relevance of *Somnium Scipionis*?

A7: *Somnium Scipionis* remains relevant because its central
themes—the pursuit of virtue, the importance of civic duty, and the
search for meaning—are timeless. The dream's allegorical nature
allows for varied interpretations, making it applicable to different
cultural and historical contexts. Its appeal continues to resonate with
readers seeking guidance on personal and civic life.

Q8: Where can I find a translation of *Somnium Scipionis*?

A8: Many translations of *Somnium Scipionis* are available, both in
print and online. Look for translations that include commentary and
background information to enhance your understanding of the text's
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historical and philosophical context. Searching for "Cicero Dream of
Scipio translation" on a major online retailer or library database will
yield various options.

Cicero's Somnium Scipionis: The Dream of Scipio - A Journey Through
Time and Virtue

Cicero's *Somnium Scipionis* (The Dream of Scipio), a passage
nestled within his philosophical treatise *De Republica* (On the
Republic), is far more than a mere story. It's a engrossing examination
of social philosophy, cosmology, and the quest of virtue - all
intertwined together within the framework of a vivid phantasm. This
intricate metaphor offers valuable wisdom into Roman ideals and
continues to echo with readers ages later.

The story unfolds within a dream experienced by Scipio Aemilianus,
the eminent Roman commander. Guided by the ghost of his adoptive
grandfather, Scipio Africanus, the elder, Scipio travels through the
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heavens, witnessing the grand cosmos and the spheres of the planets.
This cosmic view acts as a backdrop for a deeper analysis of ethical
behavior.

Africanus uses this uncommon event to teach fundamental lessons in
Scipio. He underscores the importance of a existence devoted to the
welfare of the nation and the attainment of genuine glory, a glory that
exceeds worldly riches. This is not merely about tactical triumph, but
about adding to the common benefit through just leadership.

The reverie's structure is adroitly constructed. Cicero seamlessly
combines theoretical arguments with a dynamic narrative, making the
complex notions of republicanism comprehensible to the reader. The
dialogue between Scipio and Africanus provides a forum for analyzing
essential issues about righteousness, responsibility, and the essence
of a virtuous existence.

Further, the dream contains a fascinating description of the afterlife,
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with the emphasis on the imperishable recompenses reserved those
who lead lives of righteousness. This feature adds a powerful
dimension to the work, reinforcing the significance of a life lived
according to virtuous principles.

The *Somnium Scipionis* is not simply a ancient text; its legacy is
lasting. Its ideas have continued to inspire thinkers and statesmen
throughout history. The emphasis on public responsibility, ethical

action, and the quest of a purposeful life remains highly pertinent
today.

The practical benefits of engaging with Cicero’s *Somnium Scipionis*
are multifaceted. It encourages critical reflection about the nature of a
good existence and the responsibilities of citizenship. It encourages a
deeper understanding of ancient civic theory and its continuing
significance. For students of politics, this piece offers important
knowledge into Roman culture and thought.
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Implementing the teachings of the *Somnium Scipionis* involves
considering on our own principles and how we can contribute to the
common benefit. It requires a commitment to ethical action and a
resolve to assisting others. It fosters a sense of political obligation and
encourages us to strive for a more just and equitable world.

In conclusion, Cicero’s *Somnium Scipionis* remains a powerful text
that continues to stimulate and encourage readers. Its blend of
political lessons, dramatic narrative, and elegant writing makes it a
enduring classic. Its lesson about the importance of virtue and public
engagement remains deeply relevant in the modern day.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the main philosophical viewpoint expressed in
*Somnium Scipionis*? The dream primarily showcases Stoic and
Republican ideals, emphasizing virtue, civic duty, and the pursuit of a
life dedicated to the common good.
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2. Is the *Somnium Scipionis* historically accurate? While the
characters of Scipio Aemilianus and Scipio Africanus are historical
figures, the dream itself is a fictional narrative used to convey
philosophical points, not a historical account.

3. How does the *Somnium Scipionis* relate to Cicero's other
works? It's a key section of *De Republica*, offering a exceptional
viewpoint on the ultimate Roman state and the individual’s role within
it.

4. What is the significance of the celestial imagery in the
dream? The cosmic travel acts as a representation for the spiritual
journey towards knowledge and a virtuous being.

5. Why is the *Somnium Scipionis* still studied today? Its
timeless themes of virtue, civic responsibility, and the pursuit of a
purposeful being continue to echo with readers and scholars, making
it a important work for understanding ancient political thought and its
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continued importance.
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