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1987 Suzuki GS450 Repair Manual: Your
Guide to Maintaining a Classic

The 1987 Suzuki GS450, a sleek and reliable machine, holds a special place in the hearts of many
motorcycle enthusiasts. However, owning a classic motorcycle like the GS450 means understanding
its inner workings and being prepared for maintenance and repairs. That's where a comprehensive
1987 Suzuki GS450 repair manual becomes invaluable. This guide delves into the importance of a
good repair manual, explores its features, highlights how to use it effectively, and addresses common
questions surrounding its use and availability. We'll also touch upon related topics such as Suzuki
GS450 carburetor repair, GS450 electrical system troubleshooting, and finding replacement
parts for your classic bike.

The Importance of a 1987 Suzuki GS450 Repair Manual

A well-structured repair manual is the cornerstone of successful motorcycle maintenance and
repair. For the 1987 Suzuki GS450, this is even more critical given the age of the bike and the
potential need for specialized knowledge. The manual acts as your personal mechanic, guiding you
through intricate procedures with detailed diagrams, clear instructions, and torque specifications.
Without it, even minor repairs can become frustrating and potentially damaging.

### Benefits of Owning a Manual

» Saves You Money: Professional motorcycle mechanics charge significant fees. A repair
manual empowers you to tackle many repairs yourself, saving you considerable money in the
long run.

e Builds Confidence: Successfully repairing your motorcycle using the manual boosts your
confidence and mechanical skills. You'll gain a deep understanding of your bike's systems.

* Ensures Proper Repairs: Following the detailed instructions ensures repairs are performed
correctly, preventing further damage and maintaining the integrity of your machine.

» Facilitates Troubleshooting: The manual helps you diagnose problems effectively by guiding
you through troubleshooting procedures specific to the 1987 Suzuki GS450.

e Increases Resale Value: A well-maintained motorcycle, meticulously looked after with the aid
of a repair manual, commands a higher resale value.

Using Your 1987 Suzuki GS450 Repair Manual Effectively

The effectiveness of your 1987 Suzuki GS450 repair manual depends on how you use it. Don't
approach it as a casual read; treat it as a reference guide, meticulously following the steps outlined.

##+# Practical Tips for Manual Usage:

e Familiarize Yourself with the Structure: Before tackling any repair, spend time
familiarizing yourself with the manual's structure, its indexing system, and the location of
relevant sections.

¢ Gather Your Tools: Before starting a repair, ensure you have all the necessary tools and parts
mentioned in the manual. Improvisation can lead to errors and damage.

e Follow the Instructions Precisely: Never deviate from the prescribed steps. Carefully read
each instruction and ensure you understand it completely before proceeding.

e Consult Diagrams and Illustrations: The manual's diagrams and illustrations are crucial for
understanding the location of parts and the sequence of operations.

o Take Your Time: Rushing the repair process can lead to mistakes. Take your time, double-
check your work, and prioritize safety.
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¢ Refer to Online Resources: While the manual is your primary resource, supplement it with
online forums and videos related to 1987 Suzuki GS450 maintenance and repair. This will
provide additional insights and perspectives.

Finding and Sourcing Your 1987 Suzuki GS450 Repair
Manual

Finding a reliable 1987 Suzuki GS450 repair manual might require some effort. Several avenues
exist:

¢ Online Retailers: Websites like Amazon and eBay often offer both physical and digital copies
of repair manuals. However, carefully check reviews before purchasing to ensure quality and
accuracy.

e Motorcycle Parts Suppliers: Many motorcycle parts suppliers carry repair manuals for
various models, including the 1987 Suzuki GS450. Check with local suppliers or well-
established online retailers.

¢ Used Bookstores and Online Marketplaces: Used bookstores and online marketplaces like
Craigslist or Facebook Marketplace can sometimes yield affordable used manuals. Carefully
inspect the condition before purchasing.

e Suzuki Dealers: While less likely to have older manuals in stock, contacting a Suzuki
dealership directly might lead to a resource or referral.

Common Issues Addressed in the 1987 Suzuki GS450 Repair
Manual

A good 1987 Suzuki GS450 repair manual will comprehensively address various common issues,
including:

e Carburetor Problems: Carb cleaning, adjustment, and troubleshooting are often detailed,
addressing issues like poor fuel delivery or engine stalling. Understanding Suzuki GS450
carburetor repair is vital for optimal engine performance.

e Electrical System Troubleshooting: The manual will cover diagnosing electrical faults,
including issues with the ignition system, lighting, and charging system. Successful GS450
electrical system troubleshooting requires methodical analysis.

* Engine Maintenance: Valve adjustments, oil changes, and other routine engine maintenance
procedures will be explained clearly.

¢ Clutch and Transmission Issues: Troubleshooting and repairing clutch slippage, gear
shifting problems, and other transmission related issues are likely included.

¢ Brake System Maintenance: Detailed instructions for maintaining and repairing both front
and rear brake systems will be given, a critical aspect for rider safety.

Conclusion

The 1987 Suzuki GS450 repair manual is an indispensable tool for any owner of this classic
motorcycle. It provides the knowledge and guidance necessary for performing maintenance and
repairs, saving you money, building your confidence, and ensuring the longevity of your machine. By
understanding its features, utilizing it effectively, and sourcing a reliable copy, you equip yourself to
enjoy years of trouble-free riding with your GS450. Remember to always prioritize safety and consult
with experienced mechanics when dealing with complex repairs.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find a digital version of the 1987 Suzuki GS450 repair manual?

Al: Several online retailers sell digital downloads of repair manuals. Search on Amazon, eBay, or
specialized motorcycle parts websites. Be cautious of low-quality or inaccurate digital copies; check
reviews before purchasing.
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Q2: Is it difficult to use a repair manual?

A2: The difficulty level varies depending on your mechanical aptitude and the complexity of the
repair. Basic maintenance like oil changes are relatively straightforward, while more complex repairs
like carburetor overhaul require patience and careful attention to detail. Start with easier repairs to
build confidence.

Q3: My manual is missing pages. What should I do?

A3: If you have a physical manual with missing pages, you may need to source a replacement copy.
Online forums and communities dedicated to the 1987 Suzuki GS450 can be invaluable resources for
finding missing information or alternative manuals.

Q4: Can I use a repair manual from a different year Suzuki GS450?

A4: While some components may be similar across different years, using a manual from a different
year might not be entirely accurate. Significant design changes can occur from year to year,
affecting the repair procedures. It's always best to use a manual specifically for the 1987 model year.

Q5: What if I encounter a problem not covered in the manual?

A5: If you encounter a problem not covered in your manual, consulting online forums dedicated to
Suzuki motorcycles, specifically the GS450, is recommended. You can also seek assistance from
experienced motorcycle mechanics.

Q6: How often should I perform routine maintenance as outlined in the manual?

A6: The manual will specify recommended maintenance intervals. These typically include regular oil
changes, filter replacements, and inspections of various components. Adherence to these schedules
ensures your motorcycle remains in optimal condition.

Q7: Are there any safety precautions I should take when using the repair manual?

A7: Always prioritize safety. Wear appropriate safety gear (gloves, eye protection), work in a well-
ventilated area, and disconnect the battery before working on electrical components. Consult the
manual's specific safety guidelines.

Q8: Can I find video tutorials to supplement my repair manual?

A8: Yes, YouTube and other video platforms offer numerous tutorials on various aspects of
motorcycle maintenance and repair, including work on Suzuki GS450 models. These videos can
provide a visual guide to complement the written instructions in your manual.

Decoding the Secrets: Your Guide to the 1987 Suzuki GS450
Repair Manual

The classic motorcycle world is thriving, and with it, a rekindled interest in restoring vintage
machines. For owners of the reliable 1987 Suzuki GS450, a vital tool in this pursuit is the 1987
Suzuki GS450 repair manual. This detailed document isn't just an assembly of instructions; it's the
secret to understanding the intricacies of your motorcycle's engineering. This article will examine
the significance of this manual, emphasizing its benefits and offering practical tips for its efficient
implementation.

The 1987 Suzuki GS450 repair manual acts as your personal guide in a portable format. Unlike

general online groups, the manual offers accurate details specific to your motorcycle's model. It
supplies clear directions for a broad range of servicing tasks, from fundamental alterations like

changing the oil and intake filter to more difficult processes like overhauling the carburetors or
replacing brake shoes.

The manual's precision is outstanding. Diagrams and photos complement the written instructions,
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making it simpler to grasp even the most technical procedures. Chapters are typically organized
methodically, allowing you to easily find the relevant data you require. This efficient approach saves
you important energy and anxiety.

One of the most valuable aspects of the manual is its troubleshooting section. This section directs
you through a systematic procedure of identifying issues with your motorcycle. By adhering the
instructions described in the manual, you can often repair insignificant faults yourself, avoiding the
price of a skilled technician.

Beyond basic maintenance, the manual often contains data on tuning upgrades. This can comprise
guidance on altering intake system settings, changing timing elements, or mounting high-
performance components. This information empowers you to personalize your machine to your
specific needs.

The availability of a 1987 Suzuki GS450 repair manual varies. You can typically discover copies
online through different vendors, regularly at affordable costs. printed copies are also available,
although they may be more challenging to locate. Recall to thoroughly assess different sellers to
verify you're purchasing a genuine version of the manual.

In conclusion, the 1987 Suzuki GS450 repair manual is an crucial asset for any enthusiast of this
vintage motorcycle. Its detailed content, lucid instructions, and practical diagnostic sections allow
you to perform a wide variety of repair tasks, saving money and stress. Whether you're a seasoned
repairer or a beginner, this manual will be your faithful friend on your journey of motorcycle repair.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

¢ Q: Where can I find a 1987 Suzuki GS450 repair manual?
¢ A: You can find them online through various retailers such as eBay, Amazon, and specialized
motorcycle parts websites. Check also for used copies at motorcycle forums or swap meets.

¢ Q: Are digital versions of the manual as good as physical copies?
¢ A: Digital versions offer convenience and searchability. Physical copies are better for greasy
hands and working in the garage. The best choice depends on personal preference.

¢ Q: Is it difficult to understand the manual?
¢ A: While some mechanical knowledge is helpful, the manual is generally well-written and
illustrated to be easily understood by those with varying levels of experience.

¢ Q: Can I use a repair manual from a different year of GS450?
e A: While there might be similarities, it's best to use a manual specifically for the 1987 model
year to ensure accuracy and avoid potential problems.
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