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Remington Army & Navy
Revolvers (1861-1888): A
Comprehensive Guide
The roar of the Civil War echoed with the sharp crack of
countless firearms, and among them, the Remington Army and
Navy revolvers stood out. Manufactured from 1861 to 1888,
these robust handguns played a significant role in shaping
American history, leaving an indelible mark on the
battlefield and beyond. This comprehensive guide delves into
the fascinating history, design features, military usage,
and lasting legacy of these iconic firearms. We will explore
key aspects like the differences between the Army and Navy
models, the impact of their design on battlefield tactics,
and their continued significance in firearms collecting
today.

The Remington Design: A Revolution in
Revolver Technology
The Remington revolvers of this era represented a
significant leap forward in revolver technology. Unlike
earlier designs that often suffered from reliability issues,
Remington employed innovative features that enhanced
accuracy, durability, and ease of use. A key innovation was
the use of a solid frame, a departure from the earlier less-
stable designs. This provided a robust platform for the
cylinder, improving accuracy and reducing the chance of the
revolver failing under stress. The design also incorporated
a superior percussion system, guaranteeing reliable ignition
even under harsh conditions. The revolvers’ use of high-
quality materials and precise manufacturing contributed to
their widespread popularity amongst soldiers and civilians
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alike. These factors contributed significantly to the
Remington's widespread adoption by both the Union and
Confederate armies during the Civil War.

### Army vs. Navy Models: Key Differences

While both the Remington Army and Navy revolvers shared a
common design philosophy, key differences existed, primarily
in barrel length and caliber. The Remington Army model,
typically chambered in .44 caliber, featured a longer
barrel, usually 7.5 inches, making it more accurate at
longer ranges. The Remington Navy model, conversely, boasted
a shorter, typically 5.5-inch barrel, making it more easily
maneuverable in close-quarters combat aboard ships. This
difference reflects the differing needs of land and sea
warfare. The shorter barrel of the Navy model made it easier
to handle in the confined spaces of a ship, while the Army
model's longer barrel provided superior accuracy for
engagements on the open battlefield. This distinction
highlights the adaptability of the Remington design to
various combat scenarios.

Military Usage and Impact on Warfare
The Remington Army and Navy revolvers saw extensive use
throughout the American Civil War and beyond. Their
reliability and firepower made them a favored weapon for
both Union and Confederate soldiers. Their impact extended
beyond simple firepower, however. The adoption of these
revolvers, with their increased accuracy and reliability,
contributed to a shift in battlefield tactics. Soldiers,
equipped with these dependable firearms, were able to engage
effectively at longer ranges, increasing their combat
effectiveness. The consistent performance of these revolvers
also helped bolster the confidence and morale of soldiers on
both sides of the conflict. The revolver's increased
accuracy, when compared to many earlier models, was a
significant tactical advantage.

The widespread use of the Remington revolver also had a
significant impact on the development of cavalry tactics.
The weapon's combination of power and relative ease of use
made it an ideal weapon for mounted soldiers, allowing for
effective ranged combat while mounted. This led to an
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increased reliance on cavalry charges and flanking
maneuvers, as troops were confident in their ability to
inflict damage from horseback.

Remington Revolvers: A Collector's
Perspective
Even today, the Remington Army and Navy revolvers remain
highly sought-after by collectors. Their historical
significance, coupled with their robust design and
impressive craftsmanship, makes them highly valuable
artifacts. These revolvers represent a pivotal moment in
firearms history, showcasing remarkable innovation and
reflecting the technological advancements of the era. The
condition, markings, and provenance of a particular revolver
significantly influence its value, with pristine examples
fetching considerable sums at auction. The continued
interest in these revolvers reflects their lasting legacy in
American history and the enduring fascination with the
firearms of the American Civil War period. Collecting these
pieces provides a tangible connection to a pivotal moment in
American history.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Innovation and
Reliability
The Remington Army and Navy revolvers represent a high point
in 19th-century revolver design. Their innovative features,
reliable performance, and widespread military use
contributed significantly to the course of American history.
From the battlefields of the Civil War to the collections of
firearms enthusiasts today, these revolvers continue to
fascinate and inspire. Their legacy extends beyond their
battlefield service; they represent a key step in the
evolution of firearms technology and continue to hold a
unique place in the history of American weaponry.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: What is the difference between the "Army" and "Navy"
models?
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A1: The primary difference lies in barrel length. The Army
model usually has a longer barrel (7.5 inches) for increased
accuracy at longer ranges, while the Navy model features a
shorter barrel (5.5 inches) for better maneuverability in
close-quarters combat, particularly on ships. The calibers
also varied slightly depending on the manufacturing period,
but generally remained within the .44 caliber family.

Q2: Are Remington Army and Navy revolvers safe to shoot
today?

A2: While some may be safe to shoot with appropriate
precautions and by a qualified professional, it's crucial to
exercise extreme caution. These are antique firearms, and
their condition can vary significantly. Before attempting to
fire any antique firearm, have it inspected by a qualified
gunsmith to ensure its safety and structural integrity.
Improper handling can lead to serious injury or death.

Q3: Where can I find more information about Remington
revolvers?

A3: Numerous resources are available, including historical
firearm books, online forums dedicated to firearms
collecting, and specialized museums with collections of
antique firearms. Researching the specific serial number of
a revolver can often yield more detailed information about
its manufacturing date and history.

Q4: How much are Remington Army and Navy revolvers worth?

A4: The value varies tremendously depending on the
condition, rarity, and provenance of the revolver. A well-
preserved, original example in excellent condition can
command thousands of dollars. Conversely, damaged or
incomplete revolvers will be worth significantly less.
Expert appraisal is recommended for accurate valuation.

Q5: What types of ammunition were used in these revolvers?

A5: Remington Army and Navy revolvers were designed to use
black powder cartridges, specifically .44 caliber cartridges
for the Army model and variations within the .44 caliber
range for the Navy model. Modern ammunition should never be
used in these antique revolvers.
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Q6: Were these revolvers only used by the military?

A6: While the Remington Army and Navy revolvers were widely
adopted by the military, they were also popular among
civilians. Their reliability and stopping power made them
desirable for self-defense and hunting.

Q7: What makes these revolvers historically significant?

A7: Their widespread use during the American Civil War made
them iconic symbols of the era. The improvements in design
and manufacturing represented a significant advancement in
firearm technology, contributing to changes in military
tactics and strategy. Their reliability and performance
under pressure cemented their place in history.

Q8: Are there any reproductions of Remington Army and Navy
revolvers available?

A8: Yes, several companies produce modern reproductions of
Remington Army and Navy revolvers. However, it’s important
to note that these are modern firearms made with modern
materials and manufacturing techniques; they are not antique
firearms.

Remington Army and Navy Revolvers:
1861-1888 – A Legacy Forged in Fire
The period between 1861 and 1888 witnessed intense shifts in
military technology. One firearm that fulfilled a pivotal
role in this change was the Remington Army and Navy
revolver. These legendary firearms, made by the E. Remington
and Sons company, became a pillar in both civilian and
governmental hands, leaving an lasting mark on U.S. history.
This essay will examine the architecture, manufacture,
application, and impact of these exceptional revolvers.

The Remington 1858 Army and 1861 Navy revolvers, although
possessing a similar essential design, distinguished in
several key aspects. The Army model, designed for cavalry
troops and foot soldiers, boasted a heavier barrel and a
greater gauge, typically .44. This delivered a higher
forceful shot, vital for neutralizing enemy fighters at
longer ranges. The Navy model, on the other hand, was
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lighter and chambered for the .36 caliber bullet. Its
reduced size and heft made it better to wield and carry for
maritime personnel and leaders.

Remington's pioneering use of convertible barrels was a
important asset. This allowed users to easily switch between
different bores, depending on the situation and at hand
cartridges. This flexibility was highly valued during a
period when reliable provisions could be rare.

The production procedure of the Remington revolvers involved
master artisans using a blend of hand-operated tools and
primitive machinery. The accuracy and durability of these
revolvers stood as a testimony to the superiority of
Remington's production techniques.

The Remington Army and Navy revolvers witnessed widespread
combat employment during the American Civil War and beyond.
They represented used by fighters on both sides of the
dispute, and their dependability and deterring capability
demonstrated essential in numerous engagements. , after the
war, these revolvers persisted to be popular with police
agencies and civilians alike.

The impact of the Remington Army and Navy revolvers reaches
widely beyond their time of primary employment. They
represent a significant event in the evolution of arms
technology and retain a prominent standing in U.S. history.
Their structure and traits influenced subsequent revolver
models, and their effect on civilization is still perceived
today.

In closing, the Remington Army and Navy revolvers of
1861-1888 symbolize a pivotal moment in firearm development.
Their sturdy build, adaptable capabilities, and dependable
function guaranteed their position in history. These
revolvers act as a strong reminder of the industrial
progress of the time, as well as the lasting impact of guns
on American culture and history.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What is the difference between the Remington 1858 Army
and 1861 Navy revolvers?
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A1: The main differences lie in caliber and size. The Army
model was larger, heavier, and chambered in .44 caliber,
while the Navy model was smaller, lighter, and chambered in
.36 caliber.

Q2: How reliable were these revolvers?

A2: Generally, they were considered reliable for their time,
though like all firearms of the era, proper maintenance and
care were crucial. Malfunctions were not uncommon but were
usually due to ammunition issues rather than inherent design
flaws.

Q3: Are Remington Army and Navy revolvers still collectible
today?

A3: Yes, original examples are highly sought-after by
collectors, and their value can vary greatly depending on
condition and rarity. Replications and reproductions are
also available.

Q4: What type of ammunition did they use?

A4: They used black powder percussion cartridges, specific
to their respective calibers (.36 or .44). These cartridges
needed to be loaded individually into each cylinder chamber.
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