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G  John  Ikenberry's  influential  work,  often
summarized as the "Liberal Leviathan" thesis,
provides  a  compel l ing  framework  for
understanding the rise and potential decline of
the  liberal  international  order.  This  article
delves  into  Ikenberry's  arguments,  exploring
the origins of the current crisis facing this order,
and  examining  the  key  components  of  his
analysis,  including  its  implications  for  global
governance  and  the  future  of  international
relations.  We  will  also  consider  the  related
concepts  of  global  governance,  liberal
hegemony,  the  rise  of  China,  and  the
legitimacy of international institutions.
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Understanding  Ikenberry's
"Liberal  Leviathan"
Ikenberry's concept of the "Liberal Leviathan"
describes  the  post-World  War  II  international
system,  characterized  by  a  network  of
international  institutions,  rules,  and  norms
underpinned  by  American  hegemony.  This
system,  while  not  perfectly  liberal,  aimed  to
embed power within a rule-based framework,
promoting cooperation and mitigating the worst
tendencies  of  great  power  competition.  The
"Leviathan"  aspect  refers  to  the  immense
power  wielded  by  the  United  States,  which,
despite  its  dominance,  constrained  its  own
actions  through  its  commitment  to  these
institutions.  This  commitment,  Ikenberry
argues, was crucial to the system's legitimacy
and  longevity.  The  key  to  understanding
Ikenberry's  argument  lies  in  grasping  the
intricate  interplay  between  power  and
legitimacy  in  shaping  the  post-war  order.

The  Origins  of  the  Crisis:
Erosion  of  Legitimacy  and
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the  Rise  of  Revisionist
Powers
The current crisis facing the liberal international
order,  as  analyzed  by  Ikenberry  and  others,
stems  from  a  confluence  of  factors.  One
significant  aspect  is  the  erosion  of  the  order's
legitimacy. This erosion isn't merely a decline in
American power – although the relative rise of
China is undoubtedly a factor – but also reflects
a growing perception among many states that
the system is biased, unfair, or unresponsive to
their  needs.  This  dissatisfaction  is  fueled  by
issues  such  as  economic  inequality,  the
perceived hypocrisy of powerful states, and the
slow  pace  of  reform  within  international
institutions.

The  rise  of  revisionist  powers,  particularly
China,  also  plays  a  crucial  role.  China's
increasing  economic  and  military  might,
coupled  with  its  assertive  foreign  policy,
challenges the existing order.  China's actions
are  not  simply  a  rejection  of  the  current
system;  they  also  represent  an  attempt  to
reshape the global landscape to reflect its own
values  and interests.  This  directly  challenges
the liberal hegemony  that has underpinned
the post-war order, forcing a reassessment of
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the system's future trajectory.

The  Role  of  Global
Governance  in  the  Crisis
The  effectiveness  of  global  governance
mechanisms  is  central  to  Ikenberry's
framework.  The  institutions  designed  to
manage international  relations  –  the UN,  the
WTO, the IMF – are vital for maintaining order
and  cooperation.  However,  these  institutions
are  facing  significant  challenges.  Their
legitimacy  is  questioned,  their  effectiveness  is
debated,  and  their  reform  process  often
struggles  to  keep  pace  with  evolving  global
dynamics.  The  crisis,  therefore,  is  not  solely
about  the weakening of  American power  but
also about  the weakening of  the institutional
framework that supports the liberal order. The
ability  of  these  institutions  to  adapt  and
address the concerns of rising powers is crucial
to their  survival  and the future of the liberal
international order.

Ikenberry's Implications and
Future Outlook
Ikenberry's  work doesn't  simply diagnose the
problems facing the liberal international order;
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it also offers insights into potential solutions. He
emphasizes  the  importance  of  adapting  the
system,  making  it  more  inclusive  and
responsive to the concerns of a wider range of
states. This requires addressing issues of global
inequality,  promoting  greater  representation
within international institutions, and fostering a
more  equitable  distribution  of  power  and
influence.  The key,  according to  Ikenberry,  lies
in strengthening the legitimacy of the system,
not simply relying on coercion or maintaining
the  status  quo.  The  future  of  the  liberal
international  order  hinges  on  its  ability  to
reform  and  adapt  to  the  changing  global
landscape.  A  fa i lure  to  do  so  r i sks  a
fragmentation of the system and a return to a
more  chaotic  and  conflict-ridden  international
environment.

Conclusion
G John  Ikenberry's  "Liberal  Leviathan"  thesis
offers  a  nuanced  and  insightful  analysis  of  the
origins of  the current crisis  facing the liberal
international order. By examining the interplay
between  American  hegemony,  institutional
legitimacy, and the rise of revisionist powers,
Ikenberry  provides  a  valuable  framework  for
understanding  the  challenges  and  potential
pathways  forward.  The  future  of  global



G John Ikenberry Liberal Leviathan The Origins Crisis

G John Ikenberry Liberal Leviathan The Origins Crisis
6

governance and the enduring power of liberal
internationalism  depend  critically  on  the
capacity of the system to adapt, reform, and re-
establish its legitimacy in the face of evolving
global power dynamics.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)
Q1:  What  is  the  core  argument  of
Ikenberry's "Liberal Leviathan" thesis?

A1: Ikenberry argues that the post-World War II
international order, characterized by a network
of liberal institutions and American hegemony,
was  successful  due  to  a  delicate  balance
between power and legitimacy. The US, despite
its  immense  power,  embedded  its  influence
within a rule-based system, thereby enhancing
the  system's  legit imacy  and  securing
cooperation  from  other  states.  The  current
crisis stems from a decline in both US power
and the legitimacy of these institutions.

Q2: How does the rise of China challenge
the Liberal Leviathan?

A2:  China's  economic  and  military  growth,
coupled  with  its  assertive  foreign  policy,
directly  challenges  the  existing  liberal  order.
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China  seeks  a  more  multipolar  world,  less
dominated by the US and its allies, questioning
the very foundation of the "Liberal Leviathan."
This  challenges  the  liberal  hegemony  and
requires  a  significant  re-evaluation  of
international norms and institutional structures.

Q3: What role do international institutions
play in Ikenberry's analysis?

A3:  International  institutions  are  central  to
Ikenberry's  f ramework.  They  are  the
mechanisms  through  which  the  "Liberal
Leviathan"  operates.  Their  effectiveness  and
legitimacy are crucial to maintaining the order.
The  current  crisis  reflects  not  only  the  decline
of  American  power  but  also  the  declining
effectiveness  and  legitimacy  of  these
institutions,  highlighting  the  need  for  reform
and adaptation.

Q4:  What  are  the key indicators  of  the
crisis  facing  the  liberal  international
order?

A4: Key indicators include the erosion of  the
legitimacy of international institutions, growing
distrust  among  states,  the  rise  of  revisionist
powers  like  China,  increasing  great  power
competition, and challenges to the rules-based
international system. These factors combine to
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threaten  the  stability  and  effectiveness  of  the
post-war  order.

Q5:  What  are the potential  solutions to
the crisis, according to Ikenberry?

A5: Ikenberry suggests that the system needs
reform,  becoming  more  inclusive  and
representative. This involves addressing global
inequality,  reforming  international  institutions
to  be  more  responsive  to  a  wider  range  of
states'  concerns,  and  fostering  a  more
equitable distribution of power and influence. In
essence,  strengthening  the  legitimacy  of  the
system is crucial to its survival.

Q6: How does Ikenberry's work relate to
the concept of global governance?

A6: Ikenberry’s work is directly relevant to the
study of global governance. He argues that
the success and stability of the liberal order rely
heavily  on  the  effectiveness  and  legitimacy  of
global  governance  mechanisms.  The  current
crisis  highlights  weaknesses  in  global
governance structures, underscoring the need
for  re form  and  s t rengthen ing  these
mechanisms  to  address  challenges  like
economic  inequality  and  climate  change
effectively.
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Q7:  What  are  the  impl icat ions  of
Ikenberry's  analysis  for  the  future  of
international  relations?

A7:  Ikenberry's  analysis  suggests  a  critical
juncture  in  international  relations.  The future
trajectory  depends  on  whether  the  liberal
international  order  can  adapt  and  reform  to
address the challenges posed by rising powers
and the erosion of its legitimacy. Failure to do
so  could  lead  to  a  more  fragmented  and
conflict-prone international system.

Q8: How does Ikenberry's work differ from
realist  perspectives  on  international
relations?

A8:  Ikenberry's  work  departs  from traditional
realist perspectives by emphasizing the role of
institutions and norms in shaping international
relations. Realists prioritize power and national
interests  above  all  else,  while  Ikenberry
highlights  the  importance  of  legitimacy  and
cooperation, arguing that a rules-based system,
while  influenced  by  power,  can  also  constrain
great  powers  and  promote  stability.

G.  John  Ikenberry's  Liberal



G John Ikenberry Liberal Leviathan The Origins Crisis

G John Ikenberry Liberal Leviathan The Origins Crisis
10

Leviathan:  Understanding
the Origins Crisis
G. John Ikenberry's seminal work, exploring the
roots  of  the  "Liberal  Leviathan,"  presents  a
compelling examination of the difficulties facing
the post-World War II international system . This
article  delves  into  Ikenberry's  propositions  ,
focusing  on  the  development  of  the  Liberal
Leviathan  and  the  problems  it  currently
confronts  .  We  will  explore  how  Ikenberry
portrays  the  conflict  between  influence  and
justice  ,  and how this  tension  underpins  the
precariousness of the current global order .

Ikenberry's concept of the "Liberal Leviathan"
refers to the multifaceted web of international
organizations – from the United Nations to the
World  Trade  Organization  –  that  exemplify
liberal principles of free trade, democracy, and
the  rule  of  order  .  These  institutions  are
designed  to  control  global  interactions  and
promote  cooperation  amongst  states  .  The
Leviathan,  however,  isn't  simply  a  benign
influence ; it is a powerful entity that inherently
harmonizes competing interests and ambitions.

The "origins crisis," as Ikenberry describes it,
stems from a blend of factors. Firstly, the rise of
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dominant  non-Western  actors  –  particularly
China – challenges the hegemony of the United
States  and  the  ingrained  Western-centric
nature of the Liberal Leviathan. This disputes
not only the allocation of power but also the
basic tenets of the framework.

Secondly, the issue is exacerbated by growing
domestic  challenges  to  liberalism  within
Western  states  themselves.  The  increase  of
populist  and nationalist  movements  damages
the believability of liberal entities and cultivates
a context of doubt. This internal rift makes it
challenging for Western countries to exhibit the
influence  and  unity  needed  to  sustain  the
existing  structure  .

Thirdly,  Ikenberry  underscores  the  growing
discrepancy between the  commitment  of  the
Liberal  Leviathan  –  a  fairer,  more  impartial
world  –  and  its  tangible  achievement  .  This
difference  fuels  animosity  and  sparks  requests
for change or even a complete restructuring of
the system .

Ikenberry's  analysis  offers  a  nuanced
understanding of  the intricacies of  the global
order . He doesn't simply condemn the Liberal
Leviathan;  instead,  he  asserts  that  its
endurance rests on its aptitude to modify to the
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changing  global  setting.  This  calls  for  a
reevaluation  of  its  ideals  ,  bodies  ,  and  its
association with developing forces .

The  practical  benefits  of  engaging  with
Ikenberry 's  s tudy  are  mani fo ld .  For
policymakers,  it  offers  a  model  for
understanding  the  difficulties  facing  the  global
system and for creating strategies to deal with
these  obstacles  .  For  scholars,  his  work
provokes further study into the mechanics of
international relations and the growth of global
governance.

In closing , G. John Ikenberry's exploration of
the  Liberal  Leviathan  and  its  origins  crisis
provides a crucial model for understanding the
challenges  facing  the  contemporary  global
order  .  By  analyzing  the  opposition  between
control  and  fairness  ,  Ikenberry  clarifies  the
fragility of the current system and underscores
the need for change. His work offers invaluable
wisdom for policymakers, scholars, and anyone
engaged  in  shaping  the  future  of  global
governance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1:  What  is  the  main  argument  of
Ikenberry's  "Liberal  Leviathan"?
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A1: Ikenberry argues that the post-World War II
international  order,  characterized  by  liberal
institutions  and  principles,  faces  a  crisis
stemming from the rise of new powers, internal
challenges to liberalism, and the gap between
the system's promise and its performance.

Q2:  How  does  Ikenberry  define  the
"origins  crisis"?

A2:  The  "or ig ins  cr is is"  refers  to  the
fundamental  challenges  threatening  the
foundations  of  the  liberal  international  order,
including the rise of competing powers, internal
erosion  of  liberal  values,  and  the  failure  to
deliver  on  its  promises  of  a  more  just  and
equitable world.

Q3:  What  are  the  impl icat ions  of
Ikenberry's  work  for  policymakers?

A3:  Ikenberry's  work  provides  policymakers
with  a  framework  for  understanding  the
complexities of the international system and for
developing strategies to address the challenges
facing  the  liberal  international  order.  This
includes  adapting  existing  institutions  and
principles  to  better  address  the  concerns  of
emerging powers and internal critiques.

Q4: How does Ikenberry's work contribute
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to  the  broader  field  of  international
relations?

A4: Ikenberry's work significantly contributes to
the study of international relations by offering a
nuanced  analysis  of  the  liberal  international
order,  its  internal  contradictions,  and  the
chal lenges  posed  by  r is ing  powers.  I t
encourages  deeper  examination  of  power
dynamics, legitimacy, and the future of global
governance.

https://wifi.nunsys.com/9C0224E/130926/MD/ex
e/versys-650__kawasaki_abs__manual.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/8V8004M/130926/PLAY/
find/calculus_late_transcendentals_10th-
edition__international_student__version.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/22QO352/19102313092
6 / M D / v i s i t / i n t e r v i e w _ w i t h _ _ h i s t o r y -
oriana_fallaci.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/191023/64W41350A0/C
HAPTER/url/fusion_user__manual.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/5681C3V/19102313092
6/CHAPTER/search/preoperative__assessment__
of__the__elder ly_cancer_pat ients_pace-
f u n c t i o n a l _ h e a l t h - c h e c k - w i t h -
comprehensive_geriatric__assessmentcga-
relation_of_status__with_outcomes-after-
cancer__surgery.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/130926/6N737F2812/TE

https://wifi.nunsys.com/hq132609/Q44208H132191023/EPUB/dl/versys__650__kawasaki__abs_manual.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/hq132609/Q44208H132191023/EPUB/dl/versys__650__kawasaki__abs_manual.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/191023/8672715N4X/EPUB/niche/calculus__late-transcendentals__10th-edition_international-student__version.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/191023/8672715N4X/EPUB/niche/calculus__late-transcendentals__10th-edition_international-student__version.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/191023/8672715N4X/EPUB/niche/calculus__late-transcendentals__10th-edition_international-student__version.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/uk/8U4023K/PAGE/file/interview-with__history-oriana__fallaci.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/uk/8U4023K/PAGE/file/interview-with__history-oriana__fallaci.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/uk/8U4023K/PAGE/file/interview-with__history-oriana__fallaci.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/4MM7623/130926/ITUNE/key/fusion__user_manual.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/4MM7623/130926/ITUNE/key/fusion__user_manual.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/130926/7NS9093096/EBOOK/search/preoperative__assessment_of__the-elderly-cancer__patients_pace_functional__health-check__with_comprehensive__geriatric_assessmentcga-relation_of__status__with__outcomes_after-cancer-surgery.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/130926/7NS9093096/EBOOK/search/preoperative__assessment_of__the-elderly-cancer__patients_pace_functional__health-check__with_comprehensive__geriatric_assessmentcga-relation_of__status__with__outcomes_after-cancer-surgery.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/130926/7NS9093096/EBOOK/search/preoperative__assessment_of__the-elderly-cancer__patients_pace_functional__health-check__with_comprehensive__geriatric_assessmentcga-relation_of__status__with__outcomes_after-cancer-surgery.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/130926/7NS9093096/EBOOK/search/preoperative__assessment_of__the-elderly-cancer__patients_pace_functional__health-check__with_comprehensive__geriatric_assessmentcga-relation_of__status__with__outcomes_after-cancer-surgery.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/130926/7NS9093096/EBOOK/search/preoperative__assessment_of__the-elderly-cancer__patients_pace_functional__health-check__with_comprehensive__geriatric_assessmentcga-relation_of__status__with__outcomes_after-cancer-surgery.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/130926/7NS9093096/EBOOK/search/preoperative__assessment_of__the-elderly-cancer__patients_pace_functional__health-check__with_comprehensive__geriatric_assessmentcga-relation_of__status__with__outcomes_after-cancer-surgery.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/130926/7NS9093096/EBOOK/search/preoperative__assessment_of__the-elderly-cancer__patients_pace_functional__health-check__with_comprehensive__geriatric_assessmentcga-relation_of__status__with__outcomes_after-cancer-surgery.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/191023/4553452K1W/TEXT/data/reforming_or-conforming-post__conservative_evangelicals_and-the__emerging__church.pdf


G John Ikenberry Liberal Leviathan The Origins Crisis

G John Ikenberry Liberal Leviathan The Origins Crisis
15

XT/goto/reforming_or_conforming_post_conserv
ative_evangelicals__and_the_emerging__church.
pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/6S8915382W/6S5915W/
PLAY/file/twelve__babies__on__a_bike.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/8E80P82871/4E89P58/P
D F / d l / c m t - l e v e l _ _ i i _ 2 0 1 6 -
theory_and_analysis_free.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/130926/201Z09O995/M
D/file/modern__algebra-dover__books-
on_mathematics_amazon-co_uk.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/191023/65O080N/EPUB/
search/dictionary-of_farm_animal_behavior.pdf

https://wifi.nunsys.com/191023/4553452K1W/TEXT/data/reforming_or-conforming-post__conservative_evangelicals_and-the__emerging__church.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/191023/4553452K1W/TEXT/data/reforming_or-conforming-post__conservative_evangelicals_and-the__emerging__church.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/191023/4553452K1W/TEXT/data/reforming_or-conforming-post__conservative_evangelicals_and-the__emerging__church.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/16179BG/130926/KINDLE/list/twelve__babies_on-a-bike.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/16179BG/130926/KINDLE/list/twelve__babies_on-a-bike.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/621B30N/130926/EPUB/url/cmt__level__ii-2016_theory_and_analysis-free.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/621B30N/130926/EPUB/url/cmt__level__ii-2016_theory_and_analysis-free.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/621B30N/130926/EPUB/url/cmt__level__ii-2016_theory_and_analysis-free.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/52AB079/130926/BOOK/slug/modern-algebra_dover-books__on-mathematics__amazon-co_uk.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/52AB079/130926/BOOK/slug/modern-algebra_dover-books__on-mathematics__amazon-co_uk.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/52AB079/130926/BOOK/slug/modern-algebra_dover-books__on-mathematics__amazon-co_uk.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/85358XS/6094715X6S/DOC/search/dictionary_of__farm__animal__behavior.pdf
https://wifi.nunsys.com/85358XS/6094715X6S/DOC/search/dictionary_of__farm__animal__behavior.pdf

