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Comprehensive Guide

The 2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse, particularly the manual
transmission models, holds a special place in the hearts of
many car enthusiasts. Its sporty handling and engaging
driving experience are largely attributed to its responsive
manual gearbox. However, like any vehicle, the manual
transmission in a 2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse will eventually
require maintenance and potentially, replacement parts. This
comprehensive guide dives deep into the world of 2001
Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission parts, exploring
everything from common wear items to major components and
troubleshooting tips. We'll also cover related topics like
clutch replacement, manual transmission fluid, and gearbox
rebuilds.

Understanding Your 2001 Mitsubishi
Eclipse Manual Transmission

The manual transmission in your 2001 Eclipse is a complex
system responsible for transferring power from the engine to
the wheels. Understanding its components is crucial for
proper maintenance and repair. Key components include:

e Clutch: This is the crucial link between the engine and
transmission, allowing you to engage and disengage power.
Clutch wear is common, leading to slippage or difficulty
shifting. Replacing a worn-out clutch is a significant
undertaking but often necessary for continued reliable
operation.

e Transmission Case: This houses all the internal gears and
components. Damage to the transmission case is usually
serious and may require a full gearbox rebuild or
replacement.

e Gears and Synchronizers: These components work together
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to allow smooth shifting between gears. Wear and tear on
these parts can lead to grinding or difficulty shifting.

e Shift Linkage: This connects the shift lever to the
transmission, allowing you to select the desired gear.
Worn or damaged shift linkage can lead to imprecise
shifting or even the inability to select certain gears.

e Input Shaft and Output Shaft: These shafts transfer power
through the transmission. Damage to these shafts is
generally a serious issue requiring professional repair.

e Manual Transmission Fluid: This lubricant is essential
for proper transmission operation. Regular fluid changes,
using the correct manual transmission fluid (often
specified as MTF), are crucial to prolong the life of
your transmission.

Common 2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual
Transmission Problems & Part Replacements

Several issues commonly affect the manual transmission in a
2001 Eclipse. These problems often necessitate replacing
specific parts:

e Hard Shifting: This often points towards worn
synchronizers or a low level/contaminated manual
transmission fluid. Replacing the synchronizers or
performing a fluid change can often resolve this.

e Grinding Gears: Similar to hard shifting, this usually
indicates worn synchronizers or damaged gears. Replacing
the affected parts is often the solution.

e Clutch Slippage: This is a sign of a worn-out clutch disc
or pressure plate. A clutch replacement is essential in
this case.

o Shift Lever Issues: Difficulty selecting gears might
signal problems with the shift linkage, requiring
adjustment or replacement of worn components.

e Fluid Leaks: Leaks indicate a potential seal failure
within the transmission case. Repair requires locating
and replacing the faulty seal.

Sourcing 2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual
Transmission Parts

Finding quality replacement parts for your 2001 Mitsubishi
Eclipse manual transmission is crucial. Several options
exist:
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» Dealerships: Dealerships offer genuine OEM parts but
usually at a higher price.

e Online Retailers: Websites specializing in auto parts
offer a wider selection and often at lower prices than
dealerships. Be sure to check reviews and ratings before
purchasing.

e Junkyards: Junkyards can be a cost-effective option, but
you'll need to carefully inspect the used parts before
installation. Finding parts in good condition can be
challenging.

e Specialty Transmission Shops: These shops often stock
rebuilt transmissions and individual parts specifically
for manual transmissions.

Maintaining Your 2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse
Manual Transmission

Proper maintenance significantly extends the life of your
manual transmission. Here's what you should do:

e Regular Fluid Changes: Change your manual transmission
fluid every 30,000-60,000 miles, or as recommended in
your owner's manual. Use the correct type of manual
transmission fluid specified by Mitsubishi.

e Inspect for Leaks: Regularly check for any signs of fluid
leaks around the transmission case.

* Smooth Shifting Techniques: Avoid aggressive shifting and
jerky movements. This reduces wear on the synchronizers
and gears.

e Address Issues Promptly: Don't ignore any signs of
problems, such as hard shifting or grinding gears.
Addressing issues early often prevents more extensive and
costly repairs later.

Conclusion

Maintaining and repairing the manual transmission in a 2001
Mitsubishi Eclipse requires understanding its components and
potential problems. By utilizing this guide and taking
proactive steps, you can ensure the longevity of your
transmission and continue to enjoy the rewarding driving
experience this iconic car offers. Remember to always use
high-quality 2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission
parts and consult with a qualified mechanic if you're unsure
about any repairs or replacements.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1l: How much does a clutch replacement cost for a 2001
Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission?

Al: The cost varies significantly depending on location,
labor rates, and the specific parts used. Expect to pay
anywhere from $500 to $1500 for a complete clutch
replacement, including parts and labor.

Q2: Can I replace the clutch myself?

A2: While technically possible, replacing a clutch is a
challenging job requiring specialized tools and mechanical
expertise. Unless you have significant experience working on
cars, it's highly recommended to have a professional mechanic
perform this repair.

Q3: What type of manual transmission fluid should I use?

A3: Consult your owner's manual for the specific type of
manual transmission fluid recommended by Mitsubishi for your
2001 Eclipse. Using the incorrect fluid can damage your
transmission.

Q4: How often should I change the manual transmission fluid?

A4: Mitsubishi usually recommends changing the fluid every
30,000-60,000 miles, but this can vary depending on driving
conditions. Refer to your owner's manual for the precise
recommendation.

Q5: What are the signs of a failing manual transmission?

A5: Signs of a failing transmission include hard shifting,
grinding gears, whining noises, fluid leaks, and inability to
select certain gears. If you notice any of these, seek
professional help immediately.

Q6: Where can I find a rebuild kit for my 2001 Mitsubishi
Eclipse manual transmission?

A6: You can typically find rebuild kits through online
retailers specializing in auto parts or from specialty
transmission shops. Be sure to specify the exact model and
year of your Eclipse when ordering.

Q7: Is it worth rebuilding a damaged transmission or buying a
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used one?

A7: The decision depends on the extent of the damage and the
cost of parts and labor for a rebuild versus the cost of a
used transmission. A professional mechanic can help you
assess the best option based on your specific situation.

Q8: How long does a manual transmission typically last?

A8: With proper maintenance, a manual transmission can last
for well over 100,000 miles, and sometimes even much longer.
However, this depends heavily on driving habits and the
quality of maintenance performed.

Decoding the Labyrinth: Sourcing 2001
Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual Transmission
Parts

The roaring engine, the precise gear shifts, the thrill of
control — these are the hallmarks of driving a manual
transmission vehicle. But owning a classic car like a 2001
Mitsubishi Eclipse, especially one with a manual gearbox,
inevitably brings the possibility of needing replacement
components . Locating the right 2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse
manual transmission parts can feel like navigating a
challenging maze, but with the right information, the journey
can be surprisingly simple . This article will clarify the
process, helping you grasp the nuances and ultimately obtain
the essential parts for your beloved Eclipse.

The first vital step is accurately identifying the specific
parts you want. This goes beyond simply saying "clutch
system". You'll need to consider factors such as the specific
transmission code (often found on a tag on the transmission
itself), the automobile's year and model, and even the motor
type. A slight variation in any of these can render a part
unsuitable . Consult your owner's guide or a reputable online
repository for the correct information .

Once you've located the necessary parts, the quest begins.
There's a plethora of choices available, each with its own
pluses and minuses.

1. Authorized Mitsubishi Dealers: These are your guaranteed
source for original OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturer)
parts. While often the most costly option, OEM parts offer
the utmost assurance of durability and fitment . The downside
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is the premium price tag.

2. Aftermarket Parts Suppliers: This is a vast marketplace
offering a extensive range of options at varying price
points. Aftermarket parts can be a cost-effective alternative
to OEM parts, but it's important to practice caution.
Research the vendor thoroughly, ensuring they have a positive
reputation and offer a guarantee . Look for reviews and
ratings to assess their reliability .

3. Online Marketplaces: Sites like eBay and Amazon offer a
handy platform for finding both OEM and aftermarket parts.
However, caution is necessary. Verify the vendor's

credentials, read reviews, and be aware of possible scams.

4. Junkyards and Salvage Yards: These can be a treasure trove
for cheap parts, particularly for older vehicles. However,
the quality of the parts can fluctuate greatly, and thorough
examination is vital.

Common 2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual Transmission Parts:

Beyond the entire transmission assembly itself, you'll likely
need to source individual components such as:

e Clutch system: This includes the clutch disc, pressure
plate, throw-out bearing, and pilot bearing. Regular
replacement is essential for proper transmission
performance.

e Shift cables : These convey the driver's input to the
transmission. Wear and tear can lead to imprecise
shifting.

e Transmission fluid : Using the appropriate fluid and
routinely changing it is crucial for the longevity of
your transmission.

e Input shaft gasket: Leaks from this seal can result in
fluid loss and transmission malfunction.

e Synchronizers: These components facilitate smooth gear
changes. Wear can lead to grinding shifts.

Remember that mounting transmission parts often demands
specialized tools and knowledge . Unless you're a experienced
mechanic, consider seeking the assistance of a qualified
professional to guarantee the job is done properly and
safely. A poorly installed part can lead to further damage
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and pricey repairs down the line.

In conclusion , sourcing 2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual
transmission parts requires careful planning, thorough
research, and a distinct understanding of your particular
needs. By following these tips , you can navigate the process
with confidence and keep your Eclipse purring down the road
for countless journeys to come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Ql: Where can I find the transmission code for my 2001
Mitsubishi Eclipse?

Al: The transmission code is usually found on a tag or
sticker located on the transmission casing itself. You may
also find it in your owner's manual or by checking a
reputable online database using your VIN number.

Q2: Are aftermarket transmission parts reliable?

A2: The reliability of aftermarket parts varies greatly
depending on the manufacturer and supplier. Thorough research
and selecting reputable suppliers are crucial to ensuring
quality and longevity.

Q3: How often should I change my transmission fluid?

A3: Consult your owner's manual for the recommended fluid
change intervals. Generally, it's recommended to change the
fluid every 30,000 to 60,000 miles, or more frequently if you
frequently tow or drive in harsh conditions.

Q4: Can I install transmission parts myself?

A4: While some simpler parts might be manageable for
experienced DIY mechanics, major transmission repairs often
require specialized tools and knowledge. It's advisable to
seek professional help for most transmission work.
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