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1999 Ford
Explorer
Manual
Transmission:
A Driver's
Guide

The 1999 Ford Explorer, while
often associated with its automatic
transmission, also offered a
manual option - a somewhat rare
beast today, but one cherished by
enthusiasts. This guide delves into
the specifics of driving a 1999 Ford
Explorer with a manual
transmission, covering everything
from its unique characteristics to
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maintenance tips. We'll explore
topics such as manual Ford
Explorer 1999 parts, 1999 Ford
Explorer manual transmission
problems, Ford Explorer
manual transmission fluid, and
1999 Ford Explorer 5 speed
manual.

Introduction: The
Allure of the Manual
Explorer

The 1999 Ford Explorer, a staple of
the SUV market, provided a unique
driving experience with its manual
transmission option. Unlike its
automatic counterpart, the manual
Explorer offered a more engaging
and connected driving experience,
allowing the driver greater control
over the vehicle's power and
performance. This involved more
active participation, demanding a
greater understanding of clutch
control, gear selection, and throttle
management. This manual
transmission variant, while less
common than the automatic,
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presents a rewarding experience
for those seeking a more visceral
connection with their vehicle.

Benefits of a Manual
1999 Ford Explorer

The manual transmission in the
1999 Ford Explorer provides
several advantages over the
automatic:

e Enhanced Control: The
manual gearbox gives the
driver complete control over
gear selection, allowing for
precise power delivery
tailored to different driving
conditions. This is
particularly noticeable in off-
road situations where lower
gears can provide better
traction and climbing ability.
For example, navigating a
steep incline requires careful
clutch control and gear
selection - skills that are
honed with experience
driving a manual
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transmission vehicle.

e Improved Fuel Efficiency
(Potentially): While not
always guaranteed, skillful
driving with a manual
transmission can lead to
slightly better fuel economy
compared to an automatic.
This is due to the driver's
ability to optimize gear
selection for optimal engine
efficiency.

e More Engaging Driving
Experience: Many drivers
find the manual transmission
more engaging and
rewarding. The act of shifting
gears, managing the clutch,
and coordinating throttle
input adds a layer of
involvement that's absent in
an automatic transmission.
This feeling of direct
connection with the
mechanics of the vehicle is a
key draw for many manual
transmission enthusiasts.

e Lower Purchase Price
(Usually): Because manual
transmission vehicles are
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less in demand than their
automatic counterparts, you
might find a slightly lower
purchase price on a used
1999 Ford Explorer with a
manual gearbox.

Driving and
Maintaining Your
Manual 1999 Ford
Explorer

Driving a manual Ford Explorer
requires mastering the basics of
clutch control, gear shifting, and
throttle management. It's crucial
to learn the feel of the clutch
engagement point - the point at
which the clutch begins to transmit
power to the wheels. Smooth
shifting is key to avoiding jarring
motions and prolonging the life of
your transmission.

1999 Ford Explorer manual
transmission problems can
range from clutch issues (worn
clutch plates, faulty throw-out
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bearing) to gear selection
difficulties (worn synchros).
Regular maintenance is vital. This
includes:

* Regular Fluid Changes:
Using the correct Ford
Explorer manual
transmission fluid is
paramount. Check your
owner's manual for the
recommended fluid type and
change intervals. Ignoring
this can lead to premature
wear and damage.

e Clutch Inspection: Have a
mechanic inspect your clutch
periodically for wear and
tear. A slipping clutch is a
clear sign of impending
failure.

e Gearbox Inspection: Listen
for any unusual noises
coming from the gearbox.
Grinding or whining sounds
can indicate internal
problems that require
professional attention.

Understanding the nuances of the
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1999 Ford Explorer 5 speed
manual transmission, specifically
its gear ratios and shift pattern, is
important for optimal performance
and longevity.

Parts and Repairs
for Your Manual
1999 Ford Explorer

Finding parts for a 1999 Ford
Explorer, especially for its less-
common manual transmission,
may require more searching than
for its automatic counterpart.
Online retailers specializing in used
auto parts, salvage yards, and Ford
dealerships are your best bets for
sourcing manual Ford Explorer
1999 parts. Be sure to specify the
manual transmission when
ordering parts to ensure
compatibility. Repair costs can
vary depending on the specific
issue, but expect potential
expenses related to clutch
replacements, transmission
rebuilds, or individual component
replacements. Proper diagnosis is
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vital to avoiding unnecessary
repairs.

Conclusion: A
Rewarding Driving
Experience

The 1999 Ford Explorer with a
manual transmission represents a
unique and rewarding driving
experience. While it requires a bit
more skill and understanding than
its automatic counterpart, the
increased control, potential fuel
efficiency gains, and engaging
driving dynamics make it a
compelling choice for enthusiasts.
Proper maintenance is key to
ensuring the longevity of this
robust vehicle. With careful
attention to its specific needs, your
manual 1999 Ford Explorer can
provide many years of reliable and
enjoyable driving.

FAQ:

Q1: Is it difficult to find a 1999
Ford Explorer with a manual
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transmission?

Al: Yes, the manual transmission
option was less common than the
automatic, making them harder to
find today. Your search may
require more time and effort than
finding an automatic version.
Checking online classifieds,
specialized forums for Ford
enthusiasts, and contacting used
car dealerships specializing in
older vehicles might increase your
chances of success.

Q2: How much does a clutch
replacement cost for a 1999
Ford Explorer manual
transmission?

A2: The cost of a clutch
replacement can vary significantly
depending on location, labor rates,
and the specific parts used. You
should expect to pay anywhere
from $500 to $1500 or more for a
complete clutch replacement,
including parts and labor.

Q3: What type of transmission
fluid should | use?
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A3: Consult your owner's manual
for the specific Ford-recommended
transmission fluid for your 1999
Ford Explorer manual
transmission. Using the incorrect
fluid can damage the transmission.

Q4: Can | convert an automatic
1999 Ford Explorer to a
manual?

A4: Converting an automatic
transmission to a manual is a
complex and expensive
undertaking, generally not
recommended for most individuals.
It involves significant mechanical
modifications and necessitates
expertise in automotive
mechanics.

Q5: What are the common
signs of a failing clutch?

A5: Common signs include a
slipping clutch (engine revs
increase without corresponding
increase in speed), difficulty
shifting gears, a burning smell, or
increased clutch pedal travel.
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Q6: How often should | change
the transmission fluid?

A6: The recommended fluid
change interval is usually found in
your owner's manual. However, for
a 1999 Ford Explorer manual
transmission, a change every
60,000 to 100,000 miles is
generally recommended,
depending on driving conditions
and usage.

Q7: Where can | find parts for
a 1999 Ford Explorer manual
transmission?

A7: You can find parts at Ford
dealerships, online auto parts
retailers (like RockAuto), salvage
yards specializing in used parts,
and online forums where Ford
enthusiasts often trade or sell used
parts.

Q8: Are there any specific
maintenance considerations
for a manual transmission?

A8: Beyond the regular fluid
changes, pay attention to the

Manual Ford Explorer 1999
11



Manual Ford Explorer 1999

clutch pedal feel, listen for unusual
noises from the transmission, and
have a mechanic inspect the clutch
periodically. Smooth shifting
practices will help prolong the life
of the transmission.

Conquering the
Road: A Deep Dive
into the 1999 Ford
Explorer Manual

The era 1999 marked a important
point in Ford's history, and the
Ford Explorer played a major role.
This piece delves into the
fascinating world of the 1999 Ford
Explorer's user's manual,
uncovering its contents and
providing helpful knowledge for
both current and aspiring owners.
Understanding this handbook is
key to maximizing your Explorer's
capability and ensuring its
longevity.

The 1999 Ford Explorer manual

isn't just a collection of guidelines;

Manual Ford Explorer 1999
12



Manual Ford Explorer 1999

it's a comprehensive reference
that includes everything from basic
usage to complex maintenance.
Picture it as your personal advisor
always ready to help you. It
functions as your ticket to
comprehending the intricacies of
your vehicle, empowering you to
assuredly manage any situation
that might happen.

Beyond the Basics: Unpacking
the Manual's Riches

The manual commences with the
basic - activating the engine,
operating the shifter, and
comprehending the meter panel.
However, its actual importance lies
in its detailed parts on
maintenance. This contains
timetables for regular checkups,
accounts of important
components, and step-by-step
instructions for executing various
tasks, such as switching the oil,
swapping filters, and checking fluid
levels.

In addition, the manual provides
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vital data on protection elements,
such as safety restraints, stopping
system, and safety harnesses.
Understanding these mechanisms
and their appropriate functioning is
paramount to ensuring the well-
being of yourself and your riders.

Additionally, the manual contains a
problem-solving chapter that can
aid in diagnosing and resolving
common problems. This section is
invaluable for preventative upkeep
and can save you effort and
possible injury to your vehicle.

Practical Application and Tips
for Success

The 1999 Ford Explorer manual
isn't just for incidents; it's a
resource for everyday
employment. Regularly referring to
the manual can aid you become
more acquainted with your
vehicle's systems and better your
understanding of its operation.
This preventative approach can
result to improved performance,
higher fuel efficiency, and
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extended lifespan for your
Explorer.

One particularly useful tip is to
preserve your manual in a
protected and readily accessible
location. A dashboard
compartment is an ideal spot. In
addition, highlighting critical
chapters can make later
consultations quicker and more
convenient.

Conclusion

The 1999 Ford Explorer owner's
manual is far more than just a
assembly of guidelines. It's a
detailed resource that allows
owners to grasp their vehicle
completely. By utilizing the manual
efficiently, owners can enhance
the potential and lifespan of their
vehicles, ensure their safety, and
prevent effort in the long run.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)

Q1l: Where can | find a
replacement 1999 Ford
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Explorer manual?

Al: You can usually discover a
replacement manual online
through numerous sellers, or you
may be able to locate a pre-owned
edition on websites dedicated to
vehicle components and
handbooks. Your regional Ford
franchise might also be able to
assist.

Q2: Is the manual essential for
maintaining my 1999 Ford
Explorer?

A2: While not necessarily required,
the manual is highly suggested for
safe maintenance and repair of
your 1999 Ford Explorer. It
provides critical information that
can avoid costly repairs and
guarantee the protection of your
vehicle.

Q3: Can | find the 1999 Ford
Explorer manual online for
free?

A3: While some sections of the
manual might be accessible online
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for free through many sites, a full
and authentic version is typically
accessible for acquisition through
authorized outlets.

Q4: What if | can't find a
manual for my specific model
year and trim?

Ad4: If you're unable to locate a
manual specific to your precise
model era and package, manuals
for comparable periods may still
give valuable information. Consult
with a skilled mechanic for help if
necessary.
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