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Around the World in 80 Days Study
Guide: A Timeless Classic
Jules Verne's *Around the World in Eighty Days* remains a captivating adventure
novel, even today. This study guide delves into the timeless elements of this classic,
providing insights for students, readers, and anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of its enduring appeal. We'll explore the novel's plot, themes,
characters, and literary significance, equipping you with tools for a more enriching
reading experience. Key themes we'll unpack include Victorian society, the impact of
technological advancements (like the steam train), and the enduring human spirit.

Understanding the Narrative: A Synopsis and Key
Plot Points
*Around the World in Eighty Days* follows Phileas Fogg, an eccentric English
gentleman, and his resourceful valet, Passepartout. They embark on a daring wager
to circumnavigate the globe in just eighty days. This seemingly straightforward
premise unravels into a thrilling race against time, filled with diverse encounters and
unexpected challenges. The journey takes them across continents, encountering
various cultures, obstacles, and colorful characters. The narrative masterfully blends
elements of adventure, mystery, and social commentary.

Key plot points include the initial wager, the meticulous planning of the journey (a
key aspect of Victorian-era pragmatism), the various mishaps and delays they
encounter (including a near-miss with the law in India), and the dramatic climax that
resolves the bet. The meticulously detailed descriptions of different locales and
cultures provide a fascinating glimpse into 19th-century geography and societal
norms. Understanding these plot points helps us appreciate Verne's skillful
storytelling and the novel's overall structure.

Character Analysis: Exploring Phileas Fogg and
Passepartout
The characters in *Around the World in Eighty Days* are richly developed and
contribute significantly to the story's success. Phileas Fogg, the protagonist, is a
man of precision and routine, representing the disciplined nature of Victorian
society. His character contrasts sharply with Passepartout, the impulsive and
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adventurous valet, representing a more spontaneous and adaptable worldview. The
dynamic between these two contrasting personalities forms the heart of the
narrative. Their relationship evolves throughout the journey, showcasing the power
of unlikely partnerships and the transformative impact of shared experiences. Other
significant characters, like Fix, the detective who suspects Fogg of robbery, add
layers of suspense and intrigue.

Themes and Literary Significance: A Timeless Tale
*Around the World in Eighty Days* transcends its adventure genre by exploring
several profound themes. The novel acts as a fascinating study of Victorian
society, portraying its rigid social structures, technological advancements, and
colonial expansion. The impact of the steam train and other modes of
transportation is crucial, highlighting the shrinking world and the increasing
interconnectedness of nations. The themes of time, fate, and circumstance are
woven throughout the narrative, questioning the power of human agency within the
larger context of destiny. Furthermore, the novel subtly explores themes of culture
and diversity, exposing readers to the richness of various cultures across the
globe. This cultural awareness makes it a valuable resource for world literature
studies.

Educational Value and Implementation Strategies
*Around the World in Eighty Days* offers substantial educational value. It's a
fantastic tool for teaching geography, history, and cultural studies. In the classroom,
teachers can use the novel to:

Enhance geography lessons: Map the journey, discuss different countries
and cultures encountered.
Explore Victorian-era history: Discuss the social, political, and
technological context of the story.
Promote critical thinking: Analyze characters' motivations, discuss moral
dilemmas, and explore the novel's themes.
Develop language skills: Analyze Verne's writing style, vocabulary, and
sentence structure.
Encourage creative writing: Students can write journal entries from
Passepartout’s perspective, create alternative endings, or explore related
historical fiction.

By incorporating activities that link the narrative to real-world contexts, educators
can significantly enhance student engagement and understanding.

Conclusion: A Journey Worth Taking
*Around the World in Eighty Days* remains a compelling and timeless classic. Its
blend of adventure, social commentary, and character development continues to
resonate with readers of all ages. The novel’s exploration of Victorian society,
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technological advancement, and diverse cultures provides a rich tapestry for
analysis and discussion. Its enduring appeal lies in its thrilling plot, memorable
characters, and the timeless themes it explores. By engaging with this study guide,
readers can gain a deeper appreciation for Verne's literary mastery and the
enduring relevance of this iconic adventure.

FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions
Q1: What is the central conflict in *Around the World in Eighty Days*?

A1: The central conflict is twofold: Firstly, Phileas Fogg's race against time to
circumnavigate the globe within 80 days. This external conflict drives the plot
forward. Secondly, there's an internal conflict within Fogg himself, as his rigid
routine and precise nature are tested by the unpredictable nature of his journey.
Furthermore, Fix's pursuit adds another layer of conflict, creating suspense and
uncertainty.

Q2: How does the novel reflect Victorian society?

A2: The novel reflects Victorian society through its depiction of class structures,
social etiquette, technological advancements (specifically the railway), and the
British Empire's global reach. Fogg's rigid adherence to schedule and his wealth
represent the upper class, while Passepartout's adaptability represents a more fluid
social position. The encounters with different cultures highlight the colonial context
of the time.

Q3: What is the significance of Passepartout's character?

A3: Passepartout serves as a foil to Fogg's rigid personality. His adaptability and
resourcefulness contrast sharply with Fogg's meticulous planning, highlighting the
importance of flexibility in unforeseen circumstances. He also provides comic relief
and acts as a narrator, guiding the reader through the various cultures and
adventures.

Q4: What is the moral of the story?

A4: The novel doesn't offer a single, easily defined moral. However, key themes
suggest several interpretations: the importance of punctuality and planning, the
transformative power of travel and cultural exchange, the unexpected bonds forged
through shared experiences, and the limitations of human prediction in the face of
fate.

Q5: Why is *Around the World in Eighty Days* considered a timeless
classic?

A5: Its timeless quality stems from its thrilling adventure narrative, engaging
characters, and exploration of universal themes that resonate across cultures and
generations. The novel's blend of adventure, humor, and social commentary
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continues to appeal to readers despite the passage of time. The themes of travel,
ambition, and the unpredictable nature of life remain relevant.

Q6: What makes Verne's writing style unique?

A6: Verne's writing style is characterized by detailed descriptions, meticulous
plotting, and a blend of realism and adventure. He expertly combines factual
information with imaginative storytelling, creating a credible and exciting world for
the reader. His precise language and attention to detail contribute to the narrative's
immersive quality.

Q7: Are there any modern adaptations of *Around the World in Eighty
Days*?

A7: Yes, there have been numerous adaptations of *Around the World in Eighty
Days*, including film versions, television series, and stage productions. These
adaptations often update the story's setting and characters while maintaining the
core narrative of the original.

Q8: How can I further explore the themes of *Around the World in Eighty
Days*?

A8: You can further explore the themes by researching Victorian-era society, the
history of global travel and transportation, and the impact of colonialism. Reading
other works by Jules Verne or exploring related historical fiction can also provide
valuable insights. Additionally, engaging in discussions and analyzing different
interpretations of the novel's themes can deepen understanding.

Around the World in 80 Days: A Study Guide for Timeless Classics

Jules Verne's "Around the World in Eighty Days" remains a captivating adventure
story that continues to fascinate readers throughout generations. This compelling
tale of Phileas Fogg's ambitious expedition circling the globe presents a wealth of
opportunities for in-depth study and investigation. This study guide seeks to reveal
the richness of Verne's masterpiece, giving insights on its themes, characters,
historical context, and enduring legacy.

I. Synopsis and Key Plot Points:

The story centers on the eccentric English gentleman, Phileas Fogg, who makes a
wager with his club members that he can travel around the globe in eighty days.
Accompanied by his resourceful servant, Passepartout, Fogg embarks on a thrilling
race versus. Their journey leads them over diverse landscapes and cultures,
encountering a series of unexpected challenges and obstacles. These interactions
range from nail-biting escapes from chasers wrongly suspecting Fogg of robbery, to
crossing treacherous terrains and managing cultural differences. The narrative
builds suspense as Fogg and Passepartout struggle against time constraints and
unforeseen events. The final scene takes place back in London, where the result of
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their wager hangs in the balance, resolved by mere seconds.

II. Character Analysis:

Phileas Fogg embodies the epitome of a Victorian gentleman – precise, prompt, and
remarkably calm under pressure. His character functions as a foil to the more
spontaneous Passepartout, whose adaptability and resourcefulness are vital to their
success. Other noteworthy characters feature Fix, a detective tracking Fogg, and
Aouda, an Indian princess whom Fogg saves and ultimately marries. The interaction
amongst these characters displays much about the historical context of the novel.

III. Themes and Motifs:

"Around the World in Eighty Days" examines various key themes. The central theme
relates to the conquest of time and space. The journey itself symbolizes the progress
of globalization and the diminishment of the world through technological
developments. The novel also deals with themes of thrill, persistence, chance, and
the value of friendship and loyalty. The motif of timeliness is throughout the
narrative, underscoring the value of precision and planning in achieving ambitious
goals.

IV. Historical and Cultural Context:

Published in 1873, "Around the World in Eighty Days" reflects the rapid technological
advancements and increasing globalization of the Victorian era. The novel offers a
intriguing glimpse into the transportation modes of the time, from steam trains and
steamships to elephants and palanquins. The representation of different cultures
demonstrates both the thrill and the challenges of international travel during that
period.

V. Literary Style and Techniques:

Verne's narrative style is its directness and engaging narrative voice. He masterfully
uses graphic language to bring the settings and characters to life. The tempo of the
narrative builds suspense as the time constraint approaches, keeping readers
engaged.

VI. Practical Benefits and Implementation Strategies for Study:

This study guide can be used in various educational settings. For example, teachers
can use it to enhance students' comprehension of the novel's themes, characters,
and cultural context. Students can use it for independent study or as a guide for
group discussions and presentations. Activities like creating timelines, charting the
journey, and exploring the historical truth of the novel can enhance the learning
experience.

VII. Conclusion:

"Around the World in Eighty Days" remains a important and timeless classic due to
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its engaging narrative, unforgettable characters, and exploration of universal
themes. This study guide serves as a valuable tool for appreciating the complexity
and relevance of Verne's work. By exploring the novel's numerous aspects, readers
acquire a more profound appreciation of its artistic worth.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the main conflict in "Around the World in Eighty Days"? The main
conflict is Phileas Fogg's race versus to circumnavigate the globe within eighty days,
further complicated by the chasing of Detective Fix and various unexpected events.

2. What is the significance of Passepartout's character? Passepartout serves
as a foil to Fogg, highlighting the value of resourcefulness and resourcefulness in
achieving a difficult goal. He also offers comedic relief and grounds Fogg's otherwise
formal demeanor.

3. What are some of the social implications of the novel? The novel reflects
the quick advancements in transportation and communication during the Victorian
era, as well as the expanding influence of globalization. It also explores themes of
social difference and global dominance.

4. How does the ending conclude the central conflict? The ending is
suspenseful and barely decided, leaving the reader on the edge of their seat. The
outcome of the wager underscores the importance of precise timing and planning.
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