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Counting by 7s by Sloan Holly
Goldberg (2013 Hardcover): A
Deep Dive into a Unique Novel

Sloan Holly Goldberg's *Counting by 7s* (2013 hardcover edition) isn't your
typical coming-of-age story. This unique novel, set against the backdrop of a
seemingly ordinary suburban life, delves into the complexities of human

connection, the power of observation, and the resilience of the human spirit.



We'll explore the novel's captivating narrative, its unique characters, and the
lasting impact it leaves on the reader, examining its key themes, stylistic
choices, and the enduring appeal that makes it a compelling read. This article
will discuss the novel's unique narrative structure, its exploration of atypical
characters, the importance of finding community, and the book's lasting
emotional impact.

A Synopsis of *Counting by 7s*

The story centers around Willow Chance, a highly intelligent and somewhat
eccentric 13-year-old girl obsessed with memorization, particularly of facts
related to human anatomy and botany. Willow's life is shattered when a tragic
accident claims her parents. Suddenly orphaned, she navigates the
complexities of foster care, grappling with the loss of her family and the
challenges of fitting into a new and unfamiliar environment. Through her
unique perspective and sharp observational skills, we witness Willow's
journey as she connects with an unlikely group of individuals—a quirky
doctor, a kind-hearted pharmacist, and a misunderstood classmate—who
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become her surrogate family. The narrative, told primarily from Willow’s
perspective, is punctuated by her fascination with numbers, particularly
counting by sevens, which acts as a constant throughout her emotional
journey. This act of counting becomes a coping mechanism, a way for her to
maintain order and control amidst the chaos of her life.

The Unique Style and Narrative Structure

Goldberg masterfully employs a unique narrative style in *Counting by 7s*.
The narrative is not only driven by Willow’s unique perspective but also
infused with her unconventional thought processes. The author frequently
incorporates Willow’s detailed observations of her surroundings and the
people she interacts with, highlighting her profound understanding of human
nature and her capacity for empathy, despite her social awkwardness. This
approach makes the reader feel intimately connected to Willow’s inner world,
making her journey deeply resonant. The incorporation of medical and
botanical details further adds to the novel's distinctive style, reflecting
Willow's peculiar interests and adding layers of richness to the narrative.
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Exploring Key Themes: Loss, Connection, and
the Power of Observation

Several key themes intertwine throughout *Counting by 7s*, creating a
powerful and emotionally resonant narrative. The theme of loss is central, as
Willow grapples with the death of her parents and the disruption of her life.
However, the novel doesn't dwell solely on sadness; instead, it explores the
resilience of the human spirit and the capacity for healing. The importance of
connection is also crucial; Willow's journey underscores the significance of
human relationships, even those formed under unexpected circumstances.
The diverse characters she encounters offer support, understanding, and
ultimately, a new form of family. Finally, the novel celebrates the power of
observation which acts as both a defense mechanism for Willow and a lens
through which she interprets and engages with the world. Her sharp eyes
pick up on details others miss, allowing her to navigate complex situations
and forge meaningful connections.
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The Lasting Impact and Appeal of *Counting
by 7s*

*Counting by 7s* is more than just a coming-of-age story; it's a deeply moving
exploration of human resilience, the power of connection, and the unexpected
places where we find belonging. Goldberg’s ability to craft a compelling
narrative, populated by richly drawn and relatable characters, resonates with
readers of all ages. The novel's enduring appeal lies in its unflinching
portrayal of loss and grief, balanced with the hope and possibility of finding
community and healing. The unique narrative structure, interwoven with
Willow’s idiosyncrasies and her peculiar way of looking at the world, makes
the reading experience unforgettable. The book successfully challenges
readers to look beyond the surface and appreciate the richness of human
experience in all its complexities.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q1: What age group is *Counting by 7s* best suited for?

Al: While the protagonist is a 13-year-old, the novel's themes of loss, grief,
and finding connection resonate with readers of all ages. Middle-grade and
young adult readers will appreciate Willow's perspective and the coming-of-
age aspects. Adults will find the exploration of complex emotional landscapes
and the nuances of human relationships equally engaging.

Q2: What makes Willow Chance such a compelling character?

A2: Willow’s unique personality, her sharp intellect, her intense fascination
with facts and details, and her unusual coping mechanisms (counting by
sevens) make her a truly compelling protagonist. She’s both endearingly
quirky and fiercely intelligent, forcing readers to confront their own biases
and preconceptions about what it means to be "normal."
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Q3: What is the significance of counting by sevens in the novel?

A3: Counting by sevens serves as both a coping mechanism and a symbolic
representation of Willow’s attempts to maintain order and control in a chaotic
world. It reflects her need for structure and pattern in the face of
unpredictable events. The act of counting becomes a ritual, a way to ground
herself amidst the emotional turmoil.

Q4: Does the novel offer a clear resolution to Willow's problems?

A4: While the novel doesn't provide a neat, tidy resolution to all of Willow's
challenges, it offers a realistic and hopeful portrayal of healing and growth.
Willow finds a sense of belonging and a new family, but the process is gradual
and complex. This realism adds to the novel's emotional impact.

Q5: Are there any specific literary techniques employed in the novel?

A5: Goldberg uses several literary techniques including first-person narration,
which allows for intimate access to Willow's thoughts and feelings. The use of
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detailed descriptions, particularly regarding medical and botanical
information, adds to the novel's unique style and strengthens the reader's
connection to Willow's intellectual curiosity.

Q6: How does the setting contribute to the story?

A6: The seemingly ordinary suburban setting provides a stark contrast to the
extraordinary events and emotional upheaval in Willow's life. This
juxtaposition highlights the fact that even in the most commonplace
environments, extraordinary things can happen and extraordinary
connections can be made.

Q7: What are some of the key messages of *Counting by 7s*?

A7: Key messages include the importance of human connection, the resilience
of the human spirit in the face of adversity, the unexpected places where we
can find family, and the power of observation and empathy in understanding
others.
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Q8: Is the 2013 hardcover edition significantly different from other
editions?

A8: While the core narrative remains the same across different editions, there
might be minor variations in cover art or internal design elements. The
overall story and its impact remain consistent regardless of the edition.

Delving into the Intriguing World of "Counting
by 7s"

Sloan Holly Goldberg's 2013 hardcover novel, "Counting by 7s," isn't your
ordinary coming-of-age story. Instead, it presents a singular narrative that
explores the fragile nature of human connection, the power of unconventional
thinking, and the unexpected ways we find meaning in a turbulent world. This
in-depth exploration will delve into the book's absorbing plot, memorable
characters, and the profound messages it conveys.

The narrative centers around Willow Chance, a precocious 12-year-old girl
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with a alluring obsession with numbers, particularly the number 7. Willow's

life is turned upside down by a tragic car accident that takes the lives of her
parents. This disastrous event forces her to navigate the complex terrain of

grief, loss, and the arduous process of acclimating to a new reality.

Rather than succumbing to despair, Willow finds solace in her unique
perspectives and her deep understanding of the natural world. Her mental
keenness allows her to perceive delicate details that often escape the notice
of others. This acute observation skill is vital to her ability to address the
mysteries that emerge throughout the story.

The novel is characterized by Goldberg's compelling writing style. Her prose
is both easy to read and full in description. She skillfully intertwines scientific
information about nature and human biology with the emotional voyage of her
protagonist. The result is a story that is as educational and moving.

Willow's journey is not a solitary one. She forms unlikely connections with a
motley cast of characters, including her therapist, a kind psychiatrist named
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Dr. Fine, and a array of quirky individuals who dwell in her adjacent
community. These relationships serve to underscore the significance of
human connection and the strength of compassion to repair even the deepest
wounds.

One of the central themes of "Counting by 7s" is the acceptance of difference.
Willow, with her unique viewpoint, challenges the conventional beliefs of
typicality. The novel subtly argues that welcoming originality is vital to
creating a more accepting and richer life.

The book also explores the complexities of grief and loss. Willow's journey
allows readers to witness the different stages of mourning, and the novel
offers a forthright depiction of the mental toll that grief can take. However,
the book is not solely centered on the negativity of this experience. Instead, it
shows how even in the face of unbearable sorrow, hope and strength can
appear.

In conclusion, "Counting by 7s" is a outstanding novel that integrates
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captivating characters, a riveting plot, and significant themes. It's a story that
will stay with you long after you complete reading it, inducing reflection on
the significance of human connection, the strength of unconventional
thinking, and the wonder that can be found even in the darkest of times.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What age group is this book suitable for? While the protagonist is 12,
the themes explored are complex and could resonate with young adults and
adults as well. A suggested age range would be 12 and up.

2. Is this book primarily a mystery or a coming-of-age story? It's a blend
of both genres. The mystery elements add intrigue and propel the narrative
forward, while the core of the story centers on Willow’s emotional and
personal growth.

3. What makes Willow Chance such a compelling character? Willow's
unique perspective, her intellectual curiosity, and her ability to find
connection amidst loss make her a captivating and memorable protagonist.
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4. Does the book offer any practical life lessons? The novel highlights the
importance of empathy, resilience, and the acceptance of individuality. It also
subtly promotes the value of seeking help and support during difficult times.

5. Is there a sequel to "Counting by 7s"? Currently, there is no sequel to
“Counting by 7s” by Sloan Holly Goldberg.
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