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1989 Yamaha Trailway TW200: A Deep Dive into the
1987-1999 Model Years
The Yamaha TW200, a dual-sport motorcycle first introduced in 1987 and lasting until 1999, holds a special place in the
hearts of many riders. Its unique design, combining the practicality of a trail bike with the street legality of a dual-sport,
made it a popular choice for commuters, weekend adventurers, and off-road enthusiasts alike. This article delves into
the specifics of the 1989 Yamaha Trailway TW200, placing it within the context of the entire production run from 1987
to 1999, highlighting its key features, performance characteristics, and enduring legacy. We'll explore topics like
TW200 maintenance, TW200 modifications, and the overall Yamaha TW200 reliability throughout its production
lifespan.

Introduction: The Enduring Appeal of the TW200
The Yamaha TW200's unique selling proposition was its versatility. Unlike many motorcycles of its time that strictly
adhered to either on-road or off-road capabilities, the TW200 offered a compelling blend. Its fat, knobby tires provided
surprising traction on uneven terrain, while its relatively lightweight frame and manageable power made it easy to
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maneuver in tight spaces. The 1989 model, sitting squarely in the middle of the production run, represents the
refinement and evolution of the design concepts introduced in 1987. This model year benefited from the lessons
learned and improvements made in the preceding years, offering a reliable and enjoyable riding experience. We'll
examine what made the 1989 model, and the broader 1987-1999 range, so popular and enduring.

Key Features and Specifications Across the Model Years (1987-1999)
While subtle changes occurred throughout the TW200's production, the core design remained largely consistent. The
air-cooled, 196cc single-cylinder engine provided ample power for both city streets and light off-road riding. The wide,
fat tires, a signature feature, provided exceptional traction on various surfaces. This made the Yamaha TW200
reliability a key factor in its popularity, as it could handle a variety of terrains without compromise.

Engine: A consistently reliable air-cooled, 196cc single-cylinder four-stroke engine powered all models, offering
simplicity and ease of maintenance. Minor carburetor adjustments and tuning were occasionally made
throughout the years.
Transmission: A five-speed manual transmission facilitated smooth gear changes, crucial for both on-road and
off-road situations.
Suspension: The suspension system, while relatively basic, provided adequate comfort and handling for both
types of riding. Upgrades were rarely needed unless extreme off-road riding was frequently undertaken.
Brakes: Drum brakes were standard on both wheels, offering reliable stopping power suitable for the bike's
intended use.
Styling: The distinctive wide-tire design and minimalist aesthetic remained a constant across the model years,
with only minor cosmetic changes.

The 1989 model year, however, represents a sweet spot for many enthusiasts. It incorporates the initial improvements
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and refinements without the later, sometimes less-appreciated, alterations of the final production years.

Maintenance and Modifications: Keeping Your TW200 Running
Smoothly
The Yamaha TW200, despite its robust design, requires regular maintenance. Simple tasks like oil changes, air filter
cleaning, and chain lubrication are vital to ensuring its longevity. Addressing these aspects of TW200 maintenance
will maximize the lifespan and performance of your machine. Many owners find the simplicity of the engine and overall
design makes maintenance tasks relatively straightforward, even for novice mechanics.

Owners often modify their TW200s to personalize them or improve performance. Popular modifications include
upgraded exhaust systems for improved sound and power, different tires depending on riding style, and enhanced
suspension components for tougher off-road trails. The ease of modification adds to the TW200's appeal. This ability to
customize the bike further fuels the Yamaha TW200 reliability among its dedicated following who value its
accessibility.

Pros and Cons of the 1987-1999 Yamaha TW200
Like any motorcycle, the TW200 has its strengths and weaknesses.

Pros:

Versatility: Excellent for both on-road and off-road riding.
Simplicity: Easy to maintain and repair.
Reliability: Known for its durability and longevity.



1989 Yamaha Trailway Tw200 Model Years 1987 1999

1989 Yamaha Trailway Tw200 Model Years 1987 1999
4

Affordability: Relatively inexpensive to purchase and maintain.
Maneuverability: Lightweight and easy to handle.

Cons:

Limited Power: The 196cc engine isn't powerful enough for highway riding or aggressive off-road use.
Basic Suspension: The suspension can feel limited on rough terrain or at higher speeds.
Drum Brakes: Drum brakes offer less stopping power compared to disc brakes.
Fuel Efficiency: Although not exceptionally poor, fuel economy could be better.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Simplicity and Versatility
The Yamaha TW200, specifically the 1989 model and the entire 1987-1999 production run, represents a unique and
enduring motorcycle design. Its blend of on-road and off-road capabilities, coupled with its simplicity, reliability, and
affordability, created a loyal following. While it might not be the fastest or most technologically advanced motorcycle,
its charm lies in its unpretentious nature and its ability to provide enjoyable riding experiences in a diverse range of
environments. The ease of maintenance and modification further enhances its appeal, making it a perfect machine for
both seasoned riders and beginners.

FAQ
Q1: What is the average fuel economy of a Yamaha TW200?

A1: The Yamaha TW200 typically achieves fuel economy ranging from 60 to 70 mpg (miles per gallon), depending on
riding style and terrain.



1989 Yamaha Trailway Tw200 Model Years 1987 1999

1989 Yamaha Trailway Tw200 Model Years 1987 1999
5

Q2: Are parts for the Yamaha TW200 readily available?

A2: Yes, parts for the TW200 are still relatively easy to find, both new and used. Online retailers and motorcycle parts
suppliers typically carry a wide range of components.

Q3: How difficult is it to maintain a Yamaha TW200?

A3: The TW200 is known for its simple design and relatively straightforward maintenance. Basic mechanical knowledge
is helpful, but most tasks are achievable by novice mechanics.

Q4: What is the top speed of a Yamaha TW200?

A4: The top speed of a Yamaha TW200 is generally around 60-65 mph, though this can vary depending on conditions
and modifications.

Q5: Is the Yamaha TW200 a good motorcycle for beginners?

A5: Yes, the TW200 is often recommended for beginners due to its manageable power, lightweight design, and ease of
handling.

Q6: Can a Yamaha TW200 handle long-distance rides?

A6: While capable of long-distance rides, the TW200's limited power and basic suspension might make extended
journeys less comfortable than on more powerful touring motorcycles.

Q7: Are there significant differences between the 1989 model and other years within the 1987-1999
range?
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A7: While the core design remains largely consistent, minor changes in carburetor settings, cosmetic details, and some
component suppliers occurred throughout the production years. The differences are generally not substantial, affecting
performance and reliability marginally.

Q8: What is the resale value of a used Yamaha TW200?

A8: The resale value of a used Yamaha TW200 varies depending on the year, condition, and mileage, but they generally
hold their value reasonably well due to their durability and cult following. Well-maintained examples can command
strong prices in the used motorcycle market.

Conquering the Trails: A Deep Dive into the Yamaha TW200
(1987-1999)
The legendary Yamaha TW200, manufactured from 1987 to 1999, holds a unique place in the minds of motorcycle
enthusiasts. This humble dual-sport machine, with its signature fat tires and trustworthy engine, carved a niche for
itself that remains to captivate riders today. This article will examine the evolution of the TW200 across its building run,
highlighting its principal features and perpetual charm.

The 1989 Yamaha Trailway TW200, residing squarely in the middle of this noteworthy production span, acts as a
perfect example of the bike's comprehensive design. Its robust 196cc air-cooled single-cylinder engine, famous for its
endurance and simple maintenance, offered ample power for both all-road journeys. This powerplant, paired with the
unusual fat tires, permitted the TW200 to handle a vast variety of land, from asphalted roads to rocky trails.

One of the greatest lauded aspects of the TW200 was its simplicity. Unlike many modern motorcycles, the TW200
boasted a stripped-down layout. This meant to less complex maintenance and repair, a significantly desirable feature
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for both amateur and veteran riders. This straightforwardness, combined with its low saddle altitude, made the TW200
highly approachable to riders of all statures and skill levels.

The evolution of the TW200 across its building run saw minor yet significant alterations. While the essential framework
remained consistent, upgrades were made to the shock absorption, retarders, and wiring systems over the years. For
example, later model years often boasted enhanced fuel systems resulting in better fuel efficiency and power.

The influence of the TW200 spans far past its technical details. Its unique appearance, characterized by its chunky tires
and humble appearance, resonated with a group of riders who cherished practicality and dependability over showy
characteristics. The TW200 became a symbol of independence and adventure, inspiring countless riders to uncover
both on-road paths.

In closing, the Yamaha TW200, especially across the model years 1987-1999, symbolizes a shining age of motorcycle
engineering. Its blend of reliability, user-friendliness, and flexibility remains to cause it a extremely sought-after and
venerated machine. Its legacy lives on not only in the recollections of those who controlled them but also in the hearts
of new generations of riders finding its enduring attraction.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. What are the common maintenance issues with a TW200? Common issues include carburetor cleaning, chain
lubrication, and occasional electrical gremlins. Regular maintenance is key to longevity.

2. Are parts readily available for older TW200 models? While some parts may require more searching than for
newer models, many parts are still available through online retailers and specialized motorcycle shops.

3. How does the TW200 compare to modern dual-sport bikes? The TW200 lacks the power and sophisticated



1989 Yamaha Trailway Tw200 Model Years 1987 1999

1989 Yamaha Trailway Tw200 Model Years 1987 1999
8

features of modern dual-sports, but its simplicity, low maintenance, and ruggedness remain attractive points for many
riders.

4. Is the TW200 suitable for beginners? Yes, its low seat height, manageable power, and forgiving handling make it
an excellent choice for beginners.

5. What kind of tires should I use on my TW200? Tire choice depends on your riding style and terrain. Many riders
prefer dual-sport tires for a balance of on- and off-road performance.
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