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The cry of "Yankee, go home!" echoed across Mexico during the tumultuous period
between 1920 and 1950, a potent symbol of the complex interplay between burgeoning
Mexican nationalism, the pervasive influence of American business culture, and the
forging of modern Mexico. This era witnessed a dramatic reshaping of the Mexican
economy, society, and political landscape, a transformation deeply intertwined with both
resistance to and accommodation of US economic and political power. Understanding
this period requires examining the multifaceted relationship between these three key
elements: Mexican Revolution aftermath, foreign investment, and national
identity.

The Aftermath of the Mexican Revolution and the
Rise of Nationalism
The Mexican Revolution (1910-1920), a brutal and transformative conflict, left Mexico in
ruins but also ignited a powerful sense of national identity. The post-revolutionary era
saw the emergence of a strong nationalist sentiment, fueled by resentment towards
foreign intervention and a desire for economic independence. This nationalism wasn't
monolithic; it encompassed a diverse range of ideologies and political factions, from
socialist and communist leanings to a more moderate, state-led nationalism focused on
national development. However, a common thread linked them all: a deep distrust of
foreign influence, particularly that of the United States. The phrase "Yankee, don't go
home," while sometimes a crude expression of xenophobia, frequently represented a
genuine concern about economic exploitation and the perceived loss of sovereignty. This
sentiment was crucial in shaping government policies towards foreign investment and the
direction of Mexican modernization.

### The Role of the State in Economic Development

The Mexican state played a central role in navigating the complex relationship with
American business. Governments sought to attract foreign investment, crucial for
economic recovery and modernization, while simultaneously attempting to control its
impact and prevent economic domination. This often resulted in a delicate balancing act,
marked by periods of collaboration and conflict. The creation of state-owned enterprises
(SOEs) was a significant strategy employed to counter the perceived threat of foreign
monopolies, allowing Mexico to participate more actively in its own economic
development.
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The Pervasive Influence of American Business Culture
Despite the nationalist rhetoric and resistance, American business culture significantly
impacted Mexico during this period. American companies, particularly in the oil and
mining sectors, exerted considerable economic and political influence. Their presence
often extended beyond the mere extraction of resources. American business practices,
management techniques, and technological innovations began to permeate various
aspects of the Mexican economy, leading to the adoption of new methods and the
creation of new industries. This influx of American capital and expertise, while
contributing to economic growth, also fueled anxieties about economic dependence and
cultural homogenization. The extent of this influence remains a subject of ongoing
historical debate, with some scholars highlighting the transformative impact of American
business, while others emphasize its exploitative aspects. This tension was reflected in
the ongoing discourse surrounding “foreign investment” and its implications for
Mexican sovereignty.

Navigating the Tension: Nationalism, Development,
and Foreign Investment
The Mexican government's approach to foreign investment was characterized by
pragmatism and a constant attempt to reconcile the conflicting goals of economic
development and national sovereignty. The creation of institutions designed to regulate
foreign capital, such as the newly created Banco de México, illustrates this strategy.
While attracting investment was considered necessary for economic growth and
infrastructure development, the government also sought to prevent the unchecked
expansion of foreign control. The nationalization of the oil industry in 1938, a landmark
event, represents the culmination of this tension, showcasing the government's
willingness to prioritize national interests over foreign economic influence, even at the
cost of strained relations with the United States. This decision underscores the powerful
influence of Mexican nationalism on economic policy.

The Shaping of Modern Mexico: A Legacy of
Ambivalence
The period between 1920 and 1950 was crucial in shaping modern Mexico. The interplay
of Mexican nationalism, American business culture, and the government's efforts to
navigate their complex relationship left a lasting legacy. Mexico experienced significant
economic growth, modernization, and infrastructural development. However, this
progress was often accompanied by economic inequality and social unrest. The enduring
impact of this era continues to shape Mexico's relationship with the United States and its
approach to economic development and national identity. The debate surrounding the
legacy of this period and the role of foreign capital in Mexico’s development remains a
vibrant and critical area of historical inquiry. The enduring resonance of “Yankee, don’t
go home” underscores the complex, and sometimes fraught, relationship between
national identity, economic development, and foreign influence in shaping a nation.

FAQ
Q1: What were the primary sources of conflict between Mexico and the United
States during this period?

A1: Conflicts stemmed from various sources, including disputes over oil concessions,
border issues, and American political influence in Mexico. The nationalization of the oil
industry in 1938 was a particularly significant point of contention. American companies
felt their rights were violated, leading to strained diplomatic relations and economic
sanctions. Underlying these specific issues was a deeper anxiety in Mexico regarding
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economic dependency and the preservation of national sovereignty in the face of
powerful American economic interests.

Q2: How did Mexican nationalism manifest itself during this period?

A2: Mexican nationalism took many forms, from cultural movements promoting
indigenous pride and national identity to political movements advocating for economic
independence and greater state control over the economy. Art, literature, and education
were used to promote a sense of national unity and pride. The government's policies,
particularly the nationalization of the oil industry, directly reflected this strong
nationalist sentiment. It was a complex, evolving phenomenon, encompassing diverse
viewpoints and sometimes conflicting goals.

Q3: What was the role of foreign investment in Mexico's economic development
during this period?

A3: Foreign investment, primarily from the United States, played a significant role in
Mexico's economic development. It fueled industrial growth, particularly in sectors such
as mining and oil. However, it also led to concerns about economic dependency and the
potential loss of control over key sectors of the economy. This tension shaped
government policies, leading to attempts to balance the benefits of foreign investment
with the desire to maintain national sovereignty.

Q4: How did American business culture influence Mexico during this time?

A4: American business culture profoundly influenced Mexico, introducing new
management techniques, technologies, and business practices. American companies
became major players in the Mexican economy, impacting employment, infrastructure
development, and even consumption patterns. This influence wasn't always welcomed,
with many Mexicans fearing cultural homogenization and the erosion of traditional ways
of life.

Q5: What was the long-term impact of the "Yankee, don't go home" sentiment?

A5: The sentiment reflects deep-seated anxieties about foreign dominance and the desire
for economic and political self-determination. It continues to resonate in Mexican political
discourse and shapes its relationship with the United States. While the direct expression
may have lessened, the underlying concerns regarding economic independence and
national identity remain relevant to this day.

Q6: How did the Mexican government attempt to balance national interests with
the need for foreign investment?

A6: The Mexican government employed a variety of strategies, including the creation of
state-owned enterprises, the implementation of regulations governing foreign investment,
and negotiations with foreign companies to ensure that Mexican interests were
protected. This balancing act involved considerable political maneuvering and often
resulted in periods of both cooperation and conflict with foreign powers.

Q7: What were some of the key economic policies implemented during this
period?

A7: Key policies included the creation of state-owned enterprises (SOEs), regulations on
foreign investment, efforts to diversify the economy beyond reliance on agriculture, and
infrastructure development projects. The nationalization of the oil industry was perhaps
the most dramatic and impactful policy, significantly impacting Mexico's relationship
with the US and demonstrating the government's commitment to national control over
strategic resources.

Q8: What are some significant primary and secondary sources for further
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research on this topic?

A8: Primary sources include government documents, business records, personal
accounts, and newspapers from the period. Secondary sources include scholarly books
and articles examining Mexican nationalism, the impact of US business on Mexico, and
the political and economic history of the era. Searching academic databases such as
JSTOR and Project MUSE with keywords like "Mexican nationalism," "American
investment in Mexico," and "Mexican Revolution aftermath" will yield numerous relevant
studies.

"Yankee, Don't Go Home": Mexican Nationalism,
American Business Culture, and the Shaping of
Modern Mexico (1920-1950)
The period between 1920 and 1950 witnessed a pivotal chapter in Mexican history. This
period was characterized by a complex interplay between burgeoning Mexican
nationalism, the pervasive influence of American business practices, and the resulting
restructuring of the nation's economic landscape. The popular slogan, "Yankee, Don't Go
Home," encapsulated the contradictory feelings that defined this important juncture.
While some embraced American investment as a catalyst for development, others viewed
it as a threat to Mexico's autonomy and cultural integrity. Understanding this dynamic is
crucial to grasping the foundations of modern Mexico.

The post-Revolution era saw Mexico grappling with building a stable political system and
reconstructing its shattered economy. American businesses, eager to exploit Mexico's
abundant natural resources and burgeoning market, invested significant capital into the
country. This influx of international investment led to the growth of industries like oil,
mining, and agriculture, dramatically transforming the Mexican marketplace. However,
this economic development came at a price.

Mexican nationalism, fueled by a deep-seated displeasure towards past foreign
interventions and a desire for independence, acted as a powerful counterforce to
American influence. The administration, under leaders like Plutarco Elías Calles and
Lázaro Cárdenas, implemented policies aimed at reasserting national dominion over key
industries of the economy. The expropriation of foreign-owned oil companies in 1938, a
landmark event in Mexican timeline, is a prime example of this assertive nationalism.
This act, while celebrated by many Mexicans as a victory for national honor, also
damaged relations with the United States and led to significant economic challenges.

The ideological clash between American and Mexican ideals further complicated the
relationship. American business methods, often perceived as aggressive, clashed with
more communal Mexican traditions. The influx of American lifestyle, particularly through
Hollywood films and radio broadcasts, threatened traditional Mexican values and sparked
discussions about cultural legacy. This tension was reflected in literature, art, and
political discourse, further fueling the "Yankee, Don't Go Home" sentiment.

The Mexican state's response to American business presence was complex. While actively
promoting national development, it also sought to attract foreign capital to drive
economic expansion. This balancing act characterized much of Mexican policy during this
era, highlighting the intrinsic contradictions between the need for foreign money and the
desire to protect national independence.

The impact of this period continues to resonate in modern Mexico. The struggle for
national independence and the conflict between national identity and global influence
remain central concerns in contemporary Mexican society. Understanding this historical
setting is vital to appreciating the complexities of Mexico's progress and its relationship
with the United States.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: How did the Mexican Revolution impact the relationship between Mexico and
the United States?

A1: The Mexican Revolution created instability, making Mexico an attractive market for
American businesses seeking opportunities. However, it also fueled Mexican nationalism
and a desire for self-determination, leading to tensions over resource control and cultural
influence.

Q2: What were the main economic consequences of the expropriation of oil
companies?

A2: While a symbolic victory for Mexican nationalism, the expropriation initially led to
economic difficulties due to sanctions and lost investment. However, it also paved the
way for the state to control a vital resource and to reinvest profits in other sectors.

Q3: How did Mexican nationalism manifest itself culturally during this period?

A3: Mexican nationalism found expression in art, literature, and cinema, which often
celebrated indigenous culture and challenged foreign cultural influences. A focus on
national identity and heritage was seen in educational reforms and cultural policies.

Q4: What lessons can be learned from the interaction between Mexican
nationalism and American business culture in this period?

A4: The period highlights the complexities of economic development and national
identity. It demonstrates the delicate balance between attracting foreign investment for
economic growth and safeguarding national sovereignty and cultural heritage. It also
shows how seemingly simple slogans can encapsulate profound societal shifts.
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