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CCNA  ICND2  640-816  Official  Cert  Guide  (Odom,  3rd
Edition, 2011): A Retrospective Review
The release of Wendell Odom's *CCNA ICND2 640-816 Official Cert Guide*, third edition, on November 3rd, 2011, marked
a  significant  milestone  for  aspiring  Cisco  Certified  Network  Associates.  This  comprehensive  guide  served  as  a
cornerstone  for  many  individuals  pursuing  the  coveted  ICND2  certification,  a  crucial  step  towards  a  successful
networking career. This article delves into the book's features, benefits, and lasting impact, examining its relevance even
years after its publication. We will  explore topics like Cisco networking fundamentals,  routing protocols,  and
switching technologies as covered within the text.

Introduction: A Legacy of Network Learning
The *CCNA ICND2 640-816 Official Cert Guide* wasn't just another study guide; it  was a meticulously crafted resource
designed to equip candidates with the knowledge and skills needed to pass the challenging ICND2 exam. Released in the
midst  of  significant  changes  in  Cisco's  networking  landscape,  the  third  edition  addressed  the  evolving  curriculum and
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provided a structured pathway to certification. Odom's reputation for clear, concise explanations and practical examples
made this guide particularly valuable for those learning complex networking concepts.

Benefits and Strengths of the Odom ICND2 Guide (3rd Edition)
The success of the Odom *CCNA ICND2 640-816 Official Cert Guide* (3rd edition) rested on several key strengths:

Comprehensive Coverage:  The book covered the entire ICND2 exam syllabus thoroughly, leaving no stone
unturned. It meticulously explained concepts like routing protocols (EIGRP, OSPF), switching technologies (VLANs,
STP), and network security basics.
Clear Explanations and Examples: Odom's writing style is renowned for its clarity and simplicity. Complex
networking ideas were broken down into manageable chunks, accompanied by practical examples and analogies
that made them easier to grasp. This made it particularly beneficial for self-study.
Practice Exams and Labs: The inclusion of numerous practice exams and lab simulations was crucial. These
provided invaluable opportunities for candidates to test their knowledge and identify weak areas before taking the
actual exam. This hands-on component significantly boosted the book's effectiveness.
Updated  Content:  As  mentioned,  this  third  edition  reflected  the  updated  curriculum.  It  addressed  the  latest
changes in Cisco technologies and ensured that the content remained relevant for exam preparation. This timely
update was key to its success.
Structured Approach:  The book followed a  logical  structure,  progressing systematically  from fundamental
networking concepts to more advanced topics. This structured approach helped readers build a strong foundation
and avoid feeling overwhelmed by the sheer volume of information.
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Usage and Practical Implementation
The *CCNA ICND2 640-816 Official Cert Guide* wasn't just a passive read; it was designed to be actively engaged with.
Successful users employed several strategies:

Systematic Study: Readers generally found success by following the book's logical progression, understanding
each concept thoroughly before moving on to the next.
Hands-on Labs: The lab simulations were crucial. Readers built virtual networks using packet tracer or other
simulation software to reinforce their understanding of the theoretical concepts.
Practice Exams: Regular practice exams provided valuable feedback, revealing areas where further study was
needed. Analyzing mistakes was key to improvement.
Supplement with Online Resources: While comprehensive, some learners benefited from supplementing their
studies with online resources, such as Cisco's official documentation and online communities. This provided extra
context and varied explanations.

Comparing the 3rd Edition to Subsequent Versions and Alternatives
While  the  2011  third  edition  served  its  purpose  admirably,  subsequent  versions  of  the  CCNA  certification  and
accompanying  study  materials  emerged,  reflecting  ongoing  technological  advancements.  Newer  editions  naturally
incorporated these changes. However, the core principles and fundamental concepts explained in the third edition
remain largely relevant. For those seeking a comprehensive understanding of the networking foundations covered in the
older ICND2 exam, the third edition could still  offer significant value. Alternatives existed, and continue to exist, in the
form of other study guides and online courses, each with their own approach and emphasis.
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Conclusion: A Valuable Resource, Even in Retrospect
The  *CCNA  ICND2  640-816  Official  Cert  Guide*  by  Wendell  Odom  (3rd  Edition,  2011)  deserves  recognition  for  its
contribution  to  the  training  of  countless  network  engineers.  Its  clear  explanations,  comprehensive  coverage,  and
effective use of practice exams and labs made it an invaluable tool for exam preparation. While newer versions cater to
the evolving CCNA curriculum, the fundamental concepts presented in this edition remain relevant and represent a
strong foundation for understanding Cisco networking technologies. Its legacy underscores the enduring need for well-
structured, practical, and engaging study materials in the field of networking.

FAQ
Q1: Is the 3rd edition of Odom's ICND2 guide still relevant in 2024?

A1: While the exam number (640-816) and the specific exam content are obsolete, the fundamental networking concepts
covered—like IP addressing, subnetting, routing protocols (EIGRP, OSPF), and switching technologies—remain core to
networking. Many of the underlying principles are timeless. However, it won't prepare you for the current CCNA exam.

Q2: What are the key differences between this edition and newer CCNA study materials?

A2:  The  most  significant  difference  lies  in  the  curriculum.  The  CCNA  exam  has  undergone  substantial  revisions  since
2011,  incorporating  newer  technologies  and  removing  others.  Newer  materials  reflect  these  changes,  covering
technologies  like  SD-WAN,  automation,  and  security  in  more  depth.

Q3: Can I use this book alongside online courses?
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A3:  Absolutely!  Many  students  find  a  combined  approach  beneficial.  The  book  can  provide  a  strong  theoretical
foundation,  while  online  courses  offer  hands-on  labs  and  interactive  learning  experiences.

Q4: What is the best way to use the practice exams in the book?

A4: Use them strategically. Don't just take them once. Review your mistakes thoroughly, understand why you got
questions wrong, and revisit the relevant sections of the book before attempting them again. Simulate exam conditions
for best results.

Q5: What if I struggle with certain concepts in the book?

A5: Don't hesitate to seek help! Join online networking communities, ask questions in forums, or seek out a mentor.
Explaining concepts aloud to someone else can also enhance understanding.

Q6: Is this book suitable for complete beginners?

A6: While it's a comprehensive guide, it assumes some basic networking knowledge. For absolute beginners, it might be
beneficial to start with introductory networking courses or books before tackling this guide.

Q7: What software or tools are recommended to complement this book?

A7: Packet Tracer (Cisco's network simulation software) is highly recommended for hands-on practice. Other network
simulators are available as well.

Q8: Where can I find a copy of the third edition?

A8: Finding a new copy might be challenging as it's an older edition. Used copies might be available online through
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marketplaces like Amazon or eBay. Libraries may also have copies.

Conquering the CCNA ICND2: A Deep Dive into Odom's Third Edition
(2011)
The  journey  to  obtain  a  Cisco  Certified  Network  Associate  (CCNA)  credential  is  a  challenging  but  gratifying  effort.  For
many aspiring network engineers, Wendell Odom's "CCNA ICND2 640-816 Official Cert Guide," third edition, published on
November 3rd,  2011,  served as a crucial  companion on this  path.  This  thorough analysis  will  explore the book's
strengths, drawbacks, and its lasting influence on CCNA preparation.

The book's layout is meticulously crafted to mirror the exam's objective. Each chapter addresses a specific subject within
the  ICND2  program,  constructing  upon  previous  understanding.  This  linear  approach  allows  for  a  step-by-step
understanding of complex networking ideas. Odom's prose is lucid, eschewing terminology where possible and providing
sufficient clarifications when necessary. The use of real-world illustrations further solidifies knowledge.

One of the book's highest assets lies in its extensive treatment of various networking technologies, including subnetting.
The  chapters  dedicated  to  these  topics  are  especially  clearly-articulated,  providing  clear  explanations  along  with
practical  diagrams.  The book also  effectively  addresses more challenging subjects  such as  routing protocols,  breaking
them down into digestible pieces.

However, as any textbook, the book isn't without its shortcomings. Given its publication date in 2011, some of the
features  discussed  might  be  outdated  or  superseded  by  newer  releases.  Furthermore,  the  deficiency  of  hands-on
exercises might leave some individuals wanting a more interactive study process. Finally, the quick advancement of
networking protocols means that certain sections might need updating.
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Despite these minor flaws, Odom's "CCNA ICND2 640-816 Official Cert Guide" (3rd Edition) remains a useful resource for
anyone striving  for  a  CCNA certification.  Its  concise  style,  comprehensive  description  of  key  topics,  and abundance of
practical examples make it a robust basis for accomplishment. Augmenting the book with hands-on laboratory exercises
and utilizing online resources will further boost the educational experience.

In summary, Wendell Odom's "CCNA ICND2 640-816 Official Cert Guide" (3rd Edition) served as a landmark manual for
many aspiring CCNA professionals. While some aspects might be outdated due to technological advances, its essential
ideas remain pertinent and its concise presentation made it an priceless tool for many. For those starting on their CCNA
journey, combining this book with experiential training will significantly enhance their likelihood of accomplishment.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1.  Is  this  book still  relevant in 2024?  While  some specific  details  might  be  outdated,  the  fundamental  networking
concepts covered remain highly relevant. Consider it a strong foundation, but supplement with updated resources.

2. What other resources should I use alongside this book? Hands-on labs using Cisco Packet Tracer or GNS3 are
crucial. Supplement with online courses and Cisco documentation for the latest information.

3. What is the best way to use this book for exam preparation? Work through each chapter systematically,
focusing on understanding concepts, not just memorizing facts. Use the practice questions and review the material
repeatedly.

4. Is this book suitable for beginners with no networking experience? While it's helpful, beginners might find it
challenging. Consider starting with introductory networking courses before tackling this book.
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