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Military Buttons: Uncovering War of
1812 History on Bois Blanc Island and
the Straits of Mackinac

The Straits of Mackinac, a vital waterway connecting Lake Huron and Lake Michigan,
witnessed significant action during the War of 1812. This strategic location, along with
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nearby Bois Blanc Island, became a stage for skirmishes, sieges, and ultimately, the
shaping of American history. A fascinating, and often overlooked, artifact providing insight
into these events is the humble military button. These small, seemingly insignificant
objects offer a tangible link to the soldiers, sailors, and militia who fought in this crucial
theatre of the war, shedding light on unit affiliations, military organization, and the daily
lives of those involved. This article delves into the historical significance of War of 1812
military buttons found on Bois Blanc Island and the broader Straits of Mackinac
region.

The Straits of Mackinac: A Crucible of Conflict

The Straits of Mackinac's strategic importance during the War of 1812 cannot be
overstated. Control of this passageway meant control over vital supply lines and the
ability to influence the movements of both British and American forces. Fort Mackinac,
situated on the southern shore, became a key objective, changing hands multiple times
throughout the conflict. Bois Blanc Island, located just north of Mackinac Island, also
played a significant role, serving as a staging ground, observation point, and even a
temporary prison camp. The battles fought around the Straits and on Bois Blanc Island,
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alongside the British military buttons and their American counterparts left behind,
contribute to a complex and compelling narrative of this pivotal period in American
history.

Unearthing the Past: Archaeological Discoveries and
Button Identification

Archaeological excavations on Bois Blanc Island and around the Straits of Mackinac have
yielded a significant number of military buttons dating back to the War of 1812. These
buttons, often corroded and fragmented, provide valuable clues about the troops
stationed in the area. Identifying these buttons requires expertise in military history,
button-making techniques, and careful analysis of markings, materials, and construction.
Military button identification relies on detailed records, museum collections, and
comparison with known examples from the era. Researchers often utilize microscopic
analysis and material testing to pinpoint the origin and age of these artifacts.

### Button Types and Their Significance
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The buttons discovered often represent different regiments, branches of service, and even
specific units. For instance, the presence of a specific button might indicate the presence
of British regulars, American militia, or even Native American allies fighting alongside
either side. The materials used—brass, pewter, bone, or even cloth-covered buttons—can
also offer clues about the rank and financial standing of the soldier who wore them. This
analysis offers much needed insight into the complex makeup of the forces involved in the
Straits of Mackinac War of 1812 battles.

Bois Blanc Island: A Microcosm of the War

Bois Blanc Island's strategic position made it a significant location throughout the War of
1812. Its proximity to Mackinac Island allowed for easy observation of enemy movements
and the potential to quickly reinforce or disrupt operations. The presence of War of 1812
artifacts, including military buttons, on the island serves as a powerful testament to its
role during this turbulent period. These artifacts, combined with historical records, offer
researchers a glimpse into the day-to-day activities of those who served in this theater of
the war. The buttons help researchers understand troop movements, the duration of
deployments, and even the potential clashes between different units stationed on the
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island.

Preservation and Interpretation: Sharing the Story

Preserving these fragile artifacts is paramount for continued historical research. Careful
cataloging, conservation, and proper storage techniques are crucial to ensure the long-
term survival of these unique pieces of the past. Museums and historical societies play a
critical role in this process, working to not only preserve the buttons but also to make
them accessible to researchers and the public. The discovery and study of these buttons
directly contribute to a more detailed and nuanced understanding of the War of 1812 in
the Straits of Mackinac and Bois Blanc Island area.

Conclusion: Small Objects, Big History

The seemingly insignificant military buttons discovered on Bois Blanc Island and in the
Straits of Mackinac offer a compelling and tangible connection to the War of 1812. They
provide valuable insights into the military organization, troop deployments, and the
experiences of those who fought in this crucial region. Through careful study and
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preservation, these small artifacts contribute significantly to our understanding of this
pivotal conflict and the enduring legacy of the war on the Great Lakes. By continuing to
research and interpret these findings, we can ensure that the stories of the soldiers who
served, and the battles they fought, are preserved and remembered.

FAQ
Q1l: How are War of 1812 buttons identified?

Al: Identifying War of 1812 buttons involves a multi-step process. Researchers examine
the button's material (brass, pewter, bone, etc.), size, shape, markings (insignia, maker's
marks), and construction techniques. This information is then compared against known
examples from military records, museum collections, and published research on military
uniforms and accoutrements of the era. Microscopic analysis and material testing may
also be employed.

Q2: What is the significance of finding buttons on Bois Blanc Island?

Military Buttons War Of 1812 Era Bois Blanc Island Straits Of Mackinac Michigan
6



Military Buttons War Of 1812 Era Bois Blanc Island Straits Of Mackinac Michigan

A2: The presence of military buttons on Bois Blanc Island confirms its active role during
the War of 1812. They provide evidence of troop presence, potential unit affiliations, and
the duration of encampments or deployments on the island. This contributes to a more
comprehensive understanding of the island's strategic importance during the war.

Q3: Are all buttons found in the Straits of Mackinac area from the War of 1812?

A3: No. While many buttons discovered in the region date from the War of 1812, some
may be from earlier or later periods. Careful analysis, including material dating
techniques, is crucial for accurate identification and attribution.

Q4: Where can | see examples of these buttons?

A4: Many museums and historical societies in Michigan, particularly those in the Mackinac
area, hold collections of War of 1812-era military buttons. Online databases and museum
catalogs can help locate these collections.

Q5: What is the condition of these buttons typically like?
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A5: Due to their age and exposure to the elements, many buttons are corroded,
fragmented, or otherwise damaged. However, careful conservation techniques can often
stabilize their condition and preserve them for future study.

Q6: What kind of information can be learned from different types of buttons?

A6: Different types of buttons can reveal information about the soldier's rank, regiment,
branch of service (infantry, artillery, etc.), and even nationality (British, American, or allied
forces). The materials used might indicate wealth or status.

Q7: How do these buttons contribute to a broader understanding of the War of
1812?

A7: These buttons offer tangible evidence supporting historical accounts of the War of
1812 in the Straits of Mackinac and Bois Blanc Island areas, bringing the history to life.
They add detail to the larger narrative, allowing historians to piece together more
complete pictures of troop movements, unit compositions, and the overall military
operations.
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Q8: What future research is needed?

A8: Future research could focus on more detailed analysis of existing button collections,
coupled with further archaeological excavations in the region. Advanced scientific
techniques, like DNA analysis if applicable, could potentially reveal even more detailed
information about the soldiers who wore these buttons. Comparative studies with buttons
found at other War of 1812 battle sites could help establish broader patterns of military
supply and organization.

The Tiny Clues | Artifacts | Remnants of Conflict:
Military Buttons and the War of 1812 on Bois Blanc
Island

The sparkling | glittering | shimmering Straits of Mackinac, a vital | strategic | crucial
waterway connecting Lake Huron and Lake Michigan, served as a significant | important |
key theater of operations during the War of 1812. While grand battles | conflicts |
engagements often dominate | control | capture our attention, the smaller objects | items |
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relics left behind—like military buttons—offer a fascinating | intriguing | captivating
glimpse into the lives | experiences | realities of the ordinary soldiers who fought |
struggled | endured there. This article will explore the discovery | unearthing | uncovering
and significance | meaning | importance of these tiny | small | minute buttons discovered |
found | located on Bois Blanc Island, a small | unassuming | modest island strategically
positioned | situated | placed within the Straits, shedding light | illumination | clarity on the
intense | fierce | vehement struggle | conflict | battle for control | dominion | mastery of
this critical | essential | pivotal waterway.

Bois Blanc Island, also known as | sometimes called | frequently referred to as Mackinac
Island (to distinguish | differentiate | separate it from the more famous Mackinac Island),
holds a wealth | abundance | profusion of historical | archeological | antiquarian
significance. Its proximity | nearness | closeness to the Straits made it a prime | ideal |
perfect location for fortifications | defenses | bulwarks and military | armed | combat
operations | actions | activities during the War of 1812. The island's | isle's | landmass's
strateqic | tactical | military importance | value | significance stemmed from its ability |
capacity | potential to control | govern | command the passage of ships and prevent |
obstruct | hinder enemy | adversary | opposition movements.
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Numerous military | soldier's | fighting men's buttons, representing | indicating | signifying
various regiments | units | companies and nationalities involved in the conflict, have been
found | unearthed | discovered on the island. These buttons, often | frequently | commonly
made of brass | metal | copper or other metals | materials | substances, vary | differ |
change in design | style | appearance, providing valuable | essential | critical clues about
the composition | make-up | structure of the forces | armies | troops present | deployed |
stationed on Bois Blanc Island. For instance, the presence | existence | occurrence of
British buttons | insignia | badges suggests the island's occupation | control | possession
by British forces | troops | military at certain points during the war. Conversely, the
discovery | unearthing | appearance of American buttons | insignia | badges indicates |
demonstrates | shows periods of American influence | control | dominance.

Beyond simple identification of national origin, a close examination | study | analysis of
these small | tiny | minuscule artifacts | objects | relics can reveal | uncover | exhibit
additional | further | more details. The manufacturing | production | creation techniques |
methods | processes used in making | producing | creating the buttons—the materials |
substances | elements employed, the level | degree | extent of detail | ornamentation |
decoration, and any maker's | manufacturer's | artisan's marks—can provide valuable |
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important | essential insights into the production | manufacturing | creation methods |
techniques | processes of the era | period | time. This information can be correlated |
compared | matched with historical | archival | documented records to gain a more
comprehensive | complete | thorough understanding | knowledge | grasp of the military |
logistic | supply supply chains | systems | networks that supported | sustained | provided
for the troops | soldiers | fighters in the region.

The study of these buttons also extends beyond the purely military. They provide | offer |
present a window | glimpse | view into the social | cultural | economic context | setting |
situation of the war. The materials | substances | components used to make | produce |
manufacture the buttons reflect the availability | accessibility | presence of resources |
materials | goods in both the British and American supply | provision | support chains.
Differences in the quality | craftsmanship | manufacture of buttons might suggest
differences in access | availability | reach to resources or variations | differences | changes
in military | logistic | supply priorities | policies | plans.

The discovery | unearthing | finding of buttons on Bois Blanc Island allows researchers to
piece together | reconstruct | recreate fragments | pieces | parts of the narrative | story |

Military Buttons War Of 1812 Era Bois Blanc Island Straits Of Mackinac Michigan
12



Military Buttons War Of 1812 Era Bois Blanc Island Straits Of Mackinac Michigan

account of the War of 1812 in a very tangible | concrete | physical way. These
insignificant-seeming | apparently unimportant | seemingly trivial objects connect | link |
join us to the past, offering a powerful | striking | compelling reminder | memory |
recollection of the human cost | toll | price of war and the ordinary | common | everyday
individuals | people | persons who experienced | lived through | underwent it.

The ongoing | continued | persistent excavation | unearthing | discovery and study |
analysis | examination of these buttons, along with other artifacts | objects | relics found
on Bois Blanc Island, continues | persists | remains to enrich | enhance | improve our
understanding | knowledge | grasp of the War of 1812. This research | investigation |
study helps | aids | assists to paint | depict | illustrate a more nuanced | detailed |
complete picture | portrait | representation of the conflict, moving | shifting | progressing
beyond the grand | major | significant battles | engagements | conflicts to focus |
concentrate | emphasize on the everyday | common | ordinary lives | experiences |
realities of the individuals involved.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
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1. Q: How can I help | assist | contribute to the study | research | investigation of
War of 1812 artifacts | objects | relics?

A: You can support | fund | sponsor historical societies | organizations | groups and
museums involved | engaged | participating in excavation | unearthing | discovery and
research | study | investigation projects. You can also volunteer | offer your services |
donate your time your time to help with museum | archive | collection work.

2. Q: Are there any museums | institutions | centers where | can see War of 1812
era military buttons?

A: Yes, many museums in Michigan and across the United States possess | hold | contain
collections | holdings | exhibits of War of 1812 artifacts | objects | relics, including military
| soldier's | fighting men's buttons. Check local and regional museums, and the websites
of major historical societies.

3. Q: What is the significance | meaning | importance of finding | discovering |
unearthing military | soldier's | combatant's buttons on Bois Blanc Island?
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A: The discovery | unearthing | finding of these buttons provides valuable | important |
essential information | data | details about the military | combat | fighting activities |
operations | actions on the island during the War of 1812, enabling | allowing | permitting
historians to reconstruct | recreate | revive a more complete | thorough | comprehensive
picture | portrait | representation of the conflict.

4. Q: What other | further | additional kinds | types | sorts of artifacts | objects |
relics might be found | discovered | unearthed on Bois Blanc Island related |
connected | pertaining to the War of 1812?

A: Researchers might discover | unearth | find weapons | arms | ordnance, tools |
implements | utensils, personal | private | individual belongings | possessions | effects of
soldiers, and fragments | remains | pieces of buildings | structures | constructions or
fortifications | defenses | bulwarks. These artifacts | objects | relics would further | more |
additionally illuminate | clarify | brighten the experiences | lives | realities of those who
served | fought | participated during the War of 1812 on the island.
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