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British Drama 1533-1642:
A Catalogue, Volume II
(1567-89): A Deep Dive
into Elizabethan and Late
Elizabethan Theatre
The period between 1533 and 1642 witnessed a dramatic
flourishing of British drama, a golden age often
associated with William Shakespeare. Understanding this
era requires delving into its diverse output. This article
focuses on *British Drama 1533-1642: A Catalogue,
Volume II (1567-89)*, examining its significance within
the broader context of Elizabethan and late Elizabethan
theatre, exploring key playwrights, theatrical trends, and
the enduring legacy of this crucial period in British
theatrical history. We’ll also consider the social and
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political influences shaping this unique and vibrant form
of artistic expression.

The Context of Elizabethan and
Late Elizabethan Theatre
(1567-89)
This specific volume of the catalogue covers a
particularly pivotal period, encompassing the reign of
Queen Elizabeth I from 1558 to 1603 and the early years
of James I. This era represents a high point in English
Renaissance drama, witnessing the emergence of
professional acting companies, the construction of
purpose-built theatres like the Globe, and the explosion
of playwriting talent. Key aspects of this period include
the rise of public theatres, shifting patronage systems,
and the development of distinct dramatic genres. This
era, covered by *British Drama 1533-1642: A Catalogue,
Volume II (1567-89)*, is characterized by a vibrant
interplay of comedy, tragedy, and history plays.

### The Rise of Professional Acting Companies

One significant development highlighted in the catalogue
is the professionalization of acting companies. No longer
solely reliant on aristocratic patronage, companies like
the Lord Chamberlain's Men (later the King's Men)
became independent business enterprises, developing a
repertoire of plays, touring extensively, and cultivating a
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loyal following. This shift towards professionalism
significantly impacted the quality and quantity of play
production. The competition between companies fueled
innovation and artistic excellence, shaping the dramatic
landscape of the period documented in Volume II.

### Genre and Style in Elizabethan and Late
Elizabethan Drama

*British Drama 1533-1642: A Catalogue, Volume II
(1567-89)* sheds light on the diverse genres prevalent
during this time. While Shakespeare's tragedies and
histories dominate popular imagination, the catalogue
offers a broader picture, showcasing comedies, problem
plays, and even the burgeoning genre of tragicomedy.
This richness of dramatic expression reflects the complex
social and political realities of the time. The catalogue
helps us understand the nuances of language, dramatic
structure, and thematic concerns prevalent in each
genre. For example, the rise of romantic comedies
reflects changing social attitudes towards love and
marriage, offering valuable insights into the society that
produced them.

Key Playwrights and Their
Contributions (1567-89)
The catalogue doesn't just list plays; it provides context
and analysis. By examining the works of key playwrights
featured in Volume II, one gains a deeper understanding
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of the period. While Shakespeare's prominence is
undeniable, the catalogue also illuminates the
contributions of other significant playwrights such as
Christopher Marlowe (whose work significantly
influenced Shakespeare), Thomas Kyd, Robert Greene,
and Ben Jonson. Analyzing their works alongside
Shakespeare's provides a more comprehensive picture of
the diverse styles and thematic concerns of the era. The
differences in their dramatic styles, use of language, and
choice of subject matter highlight the richness and
complexity of Elizabethan drama.

The Social and Political Context of
Elizabethan Drama
The plays of this period, as detailed in *British Drama
1533-1642: A Catalogue, Volume II (1567-89)*, cannot be
separated from their social and political contexts.
Elizabethan England was a time of immense change and
upheaval – religious reformation, political intrigue, and
burgeoning nationalism all shaped the cultural output of
the era. Plays often reflected these anxieties and
aspirations, subtly or overtly engaging with issues of
power, religion, gender, and social order. The catalogue
helps scholars identify and interpret these
undercurrents, providing valuable insights into the social
and political climate of the time.
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The Enduring Legacy of
Elizabethan and Late Elizabethan
Drama
The period covered by Volume II holds immense
significance for the development of English drama and
theatre. The plays produced during this time established
many conventions of dramatic structure,
characterization, and language that continue to influence
theatre and literature today. The catalogue provides a
valuable resource for scholars and students alike,
offering a systematic overview of the theatrical
landscape and providing a foundation for deeper
research into individual playwrights and their works. The
enduring popularity of Shakespeare’s works, in
particular, is testament to the power and enduring
relevance of the plays produced during this pivotal
period.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: What makes *British Drama 1533-1642: A
Catalogue, Volume II (1567-89)* significant?

A1: This volume provides a comprehensive overview of a
crucial period in British dramatic history, showcasing the
richness and diversity of Elizabethan and late
Elizabethan drama. It documents a pivotal moment
where professional theatres emerged, and playwrights
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developed distinct styles and genres. It moves beyond
simply listing plays to offer valuable context, enabling
deeper understanding of the socio-political influences
shaping the era's creative output.

Q2: How does the catalogue differ from other
resources on Elizabethan drama?

A2: While numerous books exist on Shakespeare and
individual playwrights of the period, this catalogue aims
for a more systematic and comprehensive approach. It
offers a broader picture, including lesser-known
playwrights and providing a structured overview of the
entire dramatic output of the period. This makes it a
valuable research tool for scholars seeking to understand
the full scope of Elizabethan theatre.

Q3: What types of information does the catalogue
contain about each play?

A3: The catalogue likely provides essential bibliographic
details such as author, title, date of composition (or
performance if known), and possibly publication details.
Beyond the basic facts, it may include brief plot
summaries, genre classifications, and potentially notes
on notable features or critical reception. The level of
detail will likely vary depending on the available
historical evidence for each play.

Q4: How does the catalogue contribute to our
understanding of Elizabethan society?
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A4: By documenting the plays of the period, the
catalogue indirectly reveals much about Elizabethan
society. The themes explored in the plays—love, power,
religion, social hierarchy, etc.—reflect the concerns and
anxieties of the time. Analyzing the play's content allows
scholars to infer social norms, values, and beliefs held
during the Elizabethan era.

Q5: Are there any limitations to the catalogue's
scope?

A5: As a catalogue, it is primarily a descriptive resource.
It might not offer in-depth critical analysis of each play or
extensive biographical information on every playwright.
Furthermore, the available historical data may influence
the completeness of the entries for some plays or
playwrights.

Q6: Is this catalogue suitable for a general
audience, or is it primarily for academic use?

A6: While the detail and scope might make it a more
useful tool for scholars and students, a general audience
interested in Elizabethan drama can find it valuable. The
catalogue provides an overview of the period and can
serve as a starting point for further exploration of
individual playwrights and their works. The introductory
material within the catalogue might also provide context
that is accessible to non-academic readers.

Q7: Where can I find *British Drama 1533-1642: A
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Catalogue, Volume II (1567-89)*?

A7: The location of this specific catalogue would depend
on its publisher and availability. Academic libraries and
archives specializing in British literature and theatre
history would be the most likely places to find a physical
copy. Online searches using the full title might also lead
you to digital archives or libraries offering access to the
catalogue.

Q8: What future implications does the study of this
period hold?

A8: Continued research using resources like this
catalogue will deepen our understanding of the
Elizabethan and late Elizabethan eras, their cultural
productions, and the evolution of English drama. This
knowledge can inform contemporary theatre practices,
literary analysis, and historical scholarship, offering
valuable insights into human experience and artistic
innovation across time.

British Drama 1533-1642: A Catalogue, Volume II
(1567-89): Delving into a Golden Age of English Theatre

This study delves into the fascinating sphere of British
drama during a crucial period: 1567-1589, as
documented in Volume II of a hypothetical registry
covering the broader span of 1533-1642. This era,
situated between the initial stages of the English
Renaissance and the approaching turmoil of the English
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Civil War, witnessed an exceptional flourishing of
theatrical expression. This essay aims to shed light on
the significance of this period, analyzing the main trends,
elements, and typical works that shaped the landscape of
British drama during this golden age.

The compilation itself, a fictional “British Drama
1533-1642: A Catalogue,” serves as our framework.
Volume II, focusing on 1567-1589, presents a glimpse
into the development of theatrical practice. Imagine this
catalogue as a meticulous scholar's effort to record every
known play, playwright, and theatrical company
functioning during these defining years. It's a mine of
details for researchers and enthusiasts of early modern
drama alike.

One of the most noticeable features of this era is the
emergence of professional acting companies. Before this
time, theatrical shows were often amateur or linked with
religious ceremonies. However, the late 16th century
witnessed the growth of stable troupes, such as the Lord
Chamberlain's Men (later the King's Men), which
engaged gifted actors and provided a consistent platform
for new works. This formalization of theatre significantly
affected the quality and range of dramatic creation.

This period also saw the apex of the influence of classical
examples on English playwrights. Authors like
Christopher Marlowe, with his forceful blank verse and
epic themes, show the impact of classical tragedies such
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as those by Euripides and Seneca. Marlowe's
"Tamburlaine the Great" and "Doctor Faustus," for
instance, represent this absorption and reworking of
classical forms into a distinctly English framework.

The achievements of William Shakespeare, though
primarily situated in the following decades, already
started to appear during this period. The early comedies
and histories reveal a evolving style, foreshadowing the
genius that would define his later works. The record
would undoubtedly feature these early works, providing a
important perspective on the evolution of Shakespeare's
dramatic technique.

Another important aspect of this period is the expanding
favor of public theatres. The construction of permanent
playhouses, such as the Theatre and the Curtain,
permitted for larger audiences and more elaborate
productions. This transition from private, courtly
performances to public theatre modified the relationship
between actors, plays, and the common masses.

Volume II of the imagined catalogue would be an
priceless resource for scholars. Its detailed cataloging of
plays, playwrights, and theatrical companies would allow
for a more comprehensive grasp of the evolution of
British drama during this energetic period. Analyzing the
contents of this hypothetical volume would allow
researchers to track the influences of various factors,
such as religious and political shifts, on the content and
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topics of dramatic works.

In conclusion, British Drama 1567-1589, as envisioned
within the framework of our hypothetical catalogue,
represents a essential period in the development of
English theatre. This era witnessed the rise of
professional acting companies, the flourishing of public
theatres, and the expanding impact of classical models.
The works created during this period set the foundation
for the magnificent age of Elizabethan and Jacobean
drama, and a meticulous study, such as that facilitated by
this imagined catalogue, is vital for a comprehensive
understanding of this outstanding theatrical heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What makes the period 1567-1589 so
significant in the history of British drama?

A1: This period saw the professionalization of theatre,
the rise of public playhouses, and the increasing
influence of classical models on English playwrights,
laying the groundwork for the explosion of dramatic
creativity in the following decades.

Q2: What are some key playwrights active during
this period?

A2: While Shakespeare's major works come later, early
works are likely included in our hypothetical catalogue.
Christopher Marlowe is a prominent figure, along with
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others whose contributions might be less well known
today, but are documented within this imaginary
catalogue.

Q3: What kind of information would be contained in
such a catalogue?

A3: This hypothetical catalogue would detail play titles,
authors, acting companies involved, dates of
performances (where known), and potentially synopses
and critical assessments of each play.

Q4: How would such a catalogue benefit
researchers?

A4: The catalogue would act as a comprehensive
resource, enabling researchers to trace the development
of playwriting techniques, identify patterns and trends,
and study the social and cultural context of theatre
during this pivotal time.
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