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Guide to Punctuation,
Mechanics, and Usage*,
published in 1997, remains a
valuable resource for writers
and students seeking to
master the intricacies of
English grammar and
mechanics. This
comprehensive guide, often
sought in its original
hardcover edition, offers a
practical and insightful
approach to improving
writing skills. This article
explores its content,
benefits, and enduring
relevance in today's digital
age, examining its unique
features and how it continues
to help readers achieve
grammatical precision.

Understanding
the Scope of
Stilman's
Handbook
*Grammatically Correct* isn't
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just another grammar
textbook; it's a meticulously
crafted guide that tackles the
complexities of English
grammar with clarity and
precision. The 1997
hardcover edition provides a
robust foundation in
punctuation, mechanics, and
usage, covering topics that
often cause confusion for
writers of all levels. The book
stands out due to its
practical approach,
prioritizing application over
purely theoretical
explanations. Stilman’s focus
on real-world examples
makes the concepts easily
digestible and relatable. Key
areas covered include:

Punctuation: The
book dedicates
significant space to
mastering punctuation,
explaining the correct
usage of commas,
semicolons, colons,
dashes, quotation
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marks, and other
punctuation marks. It
doesn't just list rules; it
demonstrates their
application in various
sentence structures
and contexts.

Mechanics: This
section delves into
capitalization,
abbreviation, number
expression, and
hyphenation. Stilman
provides clear
guidelines and
exceptions,
empowering readers to
make informed choices
in their writing.

Usage: This crucial
section tackles
common grammatical
errors, such as subject-
verb agreement,
pronoun case, parallel
structure, and tense
consistency. The book
provides numerous
examples and
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exercises to reinforce
learning, allowing
readers to hone their
grammatical skills
effectively.

Style: While not the
primary focus, the
book subtly integrates
stylistic advice, guiding
readers toward
concise, clear, and
effective writing. This
indirectly improves the
overall quality and
readability of their
work.

Benefits of Using
Stilman's
*Grammatically
Correct*
Stilman’s handbook offers
several key advantages for
both novice and experienced
writers:

Comprehensive
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Coverage: It
addresses a wide
range of grammatical
concepts, ensuring that
readers gain a holistic
understanding of
English grammar and
mechanics.

Clear Explanations:
The book explains
complex grammatical
rules in a
straightforward and
accessible manner,
avoiding jargon and
technicalities that can
be off-putting to
readers.

Abundant Examples:
The numerous
examples throughout
the book illustrate
grammatical principles
in real-world contexts,
making them easier to
understand and
remember.

Practical Exercises:
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The inclusion of
exercises allows
readers to practice
what they've learned,
reinforcing their
understanding and
improving their writing
skills.

Enduring Relevance:
Despite being
published in 1997, the
grammatical principles
outlined in the book
remain timeless and
relevant, making it a
valuable resource for
writers today. The core
tenets of grammar
haven't changed,
making this a lasting
investment.

Using
*Grammatically
Correct*
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Effectively
The effectiveness of
*Grammatically Correct*
hinges on active engagement
with its content. Here are
some strategies for
maximizing its benefits:

Systematic
Approach: Work
through the book
systematically, chapter
by chapter, ensuring a
thorough
understanding of each
concept before moving
on.

Active Participation:
Complete all the
exercises and practice
applying the
grammatical rules in
your own writing.

Referencing: Use the
book as a constant
reference guide,
consulting it whenever
you encounter
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grammatical
uncertainties.

Real-World
Application: Apply the
principles learned from
the book to your
writing projects, be it
essays, reports, or
creative writing.

Review and
Reinforcement:
Periodically review the
material to reinforce
your understanding
and retain the
knowledge.

Why
*Grammatically
Correct* Remains
Relevant
In an era of digital
communication and informal
writing styles, the need for
grammatical precision
remains paramount. While
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the internet offers many
grammar resources,
*Grammatically Correct*
stands apart due to its
systematic approach,
comprehensive coverage,
and clear explanations. Its
enduring appeal lies in its
ability to provide a strong
foundation in grammar,
equipping readers with the
skills to write effectively and
confidently in various
contexts. The clarity and
structure of Anne Stilman's
1997 hardcover edition make
it particularly valuable for
building a deep
understanding of the
mechanics of the English
language, a cornerstone for
clear and effective
communication.

Conclusion
Anne Stilman's
*Grammatically Correct*
(1997 hardcover) stands as a
testament to the enduring
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importance of grammatical
precision. This
comprehensive guide, with
its clear explanations,
abundant examples, and
practical exercises,
empowers writers to enhance
their skills and produce clear,
effective, and grammatically
correct writing. Its continued
relevance highlights the
timeless nature of proper
grammar and its significance
in all forms of
communication. Investing
time with this handbook
remains a valuable
undertaking for any aspiring
or established writer seeking
to refine their craft.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is *Grammatically
Correct* suitable for all
levels?

A1: While the book provides
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a comprehensive overview,
its clarity and structured
approach make it suitable for
a wide range of levels, from
high school students to
advanced writers. Beginners
will find the explanations
accessible, while
experienced writers can use
it as a reference to reinforce
their knowledge or address
specific challenges.

Q2: Where can I find a
copy of the 1997
hardcover edition?

A2: Finding the original 1997
hardcover edition might
require searching used
bookstores, online
marketplaces like eBay or
Abebooks, or libraries with
extensive collections. While
later editions exist, the 1997
edition holds sentimental
value for some and might be
sought for its specific layout
or content variations.
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Q3: Are there any online
resources that
complement Stilman's
book?

A3: Several online grammar
resources can supplement
the learning from Stilman's
book. Websites like Purdue
OWL (Online Writing Lab) and
Grammarly offer additional
explanations, exercises, and
tools to help improve
grammatical accuracy.
However, Stilman's book
remains a valuable
foundational text.

Q4: Does the book cover
American or British
English?

A4: Primarily, the book
focuses on American English
conventions. However, many
grammatical principles are
universal, making it broadly
applicable. Readers familiar
with British English
conventions should be aware
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of minor differences in
spelling and punctuation.

Q5: Is the book suitable
for self-study?

A5: Absolutely.
*Grammatically Correct* is
designed to be used
effectively for self-study. The
clear explanations, numerous
examples, and built-in
exercises provide a self-
contained learning
experience.

Q6: What makes this book
different from other
grammar guides?

A6: *Grammatically Correct*
distinguishes itself through
its clear, practical, and
relatable approach. It avoids
dense theoretical
explanations and focuses on
real-world examples and
applications, making the
learning process more
engaging and effective. The
structured presentation
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allows for a systematic
understanding of the subject
matter.

Q7: How does the book
handle exceptions to
grammatical rules?

A7: Stilman's book doesn't
shy away from exceptions.
Instead, it clearly explains
them, providing context and
clarifying when a rule might
not apply, enhancing the
reader's understanding of the
nuances of the English
language.

Q8: Is the book still
relevant in the age of AI
writing tools?

A8: While AI writing tools can
assist with grammar
checking, they often lack the
depth of understanding
provided by a comprehensive
grammar book like
*Grammatically Correct*.
Stilman's book builds a
foundational understanding
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that empowers writers to
avoid grammatical errors
independently,
supplementing, rather than
being replaced by,
technological aids.

Decoding the
Grammar Guide:
A Deep Dive into
"Grammatically
Correct" by Anne
Stilman (1997
Hardcover)
For those embarking on their
journey into the complex
world of English grammar,
finding the right guide can
feel like seeking for a shard
in a field. However, for many,
Anne Stilman's 1997
hardcover edition of
"Grammatically Correct" has
proven to be that precious
asset. This article delves into
the details of this celebrated
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grammar guide, exploring its
advantages, weaknesses,
and its lasting importance in
today's verbal landscape.

The book's organization is
exceptionally clear. Stilman
eschews dense theoretical
discussions, opting instead
for a hands-on approach.
Each chapter concentrates
on a distinct grammatical
concept, developing upon
previous comprehension in a
logical manner. This
incremental approach makes
the material understandable
to newcomers while yet
providing enough information
for more advanced learners.

One of the book's primary
assets lies in its abundant
use of examples. Stilman
masterfully employs real-
world clauses to demonstrate
grammatical rules in action.
These instances are not
merely conceptual; they
reflect the natural application
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of English, rendering the
learning process more
intuitive. This attention on
applied application is vital for
effective grammar learning.

The book also includes a
wide range of drills designed
to solidify understanding.
These practices vary in
challenge, suiting to different
understanding styles. The
inclusion of answer keys
allows learners to self-assess
their development, fostering
independence and
assurance.

However, "Grammatically
Correct" is not without its
drawbacks. The 1997 edition,
while complete, obviously
lacks the most recent
developments in linguistic
theory. Some of the
grammatical guidelines
might be questioned by
contemporary linguists.
Furthermore, the lack of
visual elements might make
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it slightly attractive for some
learners who favor a more
dynamic instructional setting.

Despite these insignificant
limitations, "Grammatically
Correct" remains a useful
resource for anyone seeking
to improve their English
grammar. Its straightforward
exposition, ample
illustrations, and detailed
drills make it an excellent
choice for independent
learning. Its traditional
approach might be
particularly helpful for
learners who appreciate a
organized educational
process.

In conclusion, Anne Stilman's
"Grammatically Correct"
(1997 hardcover) stands as a
proof to the power of clear
clarification and
concentrated practice in
mastering English grammar.
Despite some drawbacks due
to its age, its essential asset
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– its practical technique –
remains extremely pertinent
today. It continues to serve
as a reliable guide for
students and enthusiasts
alike, launching on their
verbal journey.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs):

1. Is this book suitable for
complete beginners? Yes,
the incremental approach
makes it comprehensible to
those with little to no prior
grammar knowledge.

2. Does the book cover all
aspects of English
grammar? While extensive,
it might not address every
single grammatical nuance. It
focuses on core concepts.

3. Are there any online
resources that support
the book? While the book
itself is independent, online
grammar tools can provide
supplementary exercises and
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explanations.

4. How does this book
compare to other
grammar guides? Its
strength lies in its simple
explanation and practical
focus, distinguishing it from
more abstract approaches.
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