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2012 Work
Jerome Krase's 2012 hardcover, *Seeing Cities Change: Urban Anthropology and the
Transformation  of  Metropolitan  Life*,  offers  a  compelling  lens  through  which  to
examine the dynamic interplay between urban spaces and the people who inhabit
them. This book isn't just a dry academic text; it's a vibrant exploration of how cities
evolve, the anthropological methodologies used to understand this evolution, and the
crucial  role  of  urban  anthropology  in  shaping  our  understanding  of  modern
metropolitan life. This article delves into Krase's work, highlighting its key arguments,
methodological approaches, and lasting contributions to the field of urban studies. We
will  explore  keywords  like  urban ethnography,  metropolitan transformation,
urban revitalization, community change, and participatory action research to
fully unpack the book's significance.

Understanding  Krase's  Approach  to  Urban
Anthropology
Krase's *Seeing Cities Change* isn't simply a passive observation of urban evolution.
Instead, it actively engages with the processes of urban transformation, emphasizing
the lived experiences of city dwellers and the diverse perspectives shaping urban
landscapes. The book utilizes a rich blend of qualitative research methods, particularly
urban ethnography, to capture the nuances of urban life. This involves immersive
fieldwork, in-depth interviews, and participant observation, all designed to uncover the
complexities of urban change. He doesn't just document; he analyzes, seeking to
understand the social forces behind shifts in urban demographics, infrastructure, and
social relations.

One of  the crucial  strengths  of  Krase's  work  lies  in  its  integration of  theoretical
frameworks with empirical  data.  He deftly  weaves together sociological  concepts,
anthropological theories, and his own ethnographic findings to present a nuanced and
multi-faceted understanding of urban dynamics. This allows readers to grasp not only
the “what” of urban change but also the “why” and “how.” He consistently highlights
the impact of economic policies, political decisions, and social movements on shaping
the built environment and the lives of urban inhabitants.

Key  Themes  and  Arguments  in  Seeing  Cities
Change
The  book  explores  several  interconnected  themes,  offering  a  holistic  perspective  on
metropolitan transformation. Key arguments include:

The Active  Role  of  Residents:  Krase  challenges  the  notion  of  cities  as
passively shaped by external forces. He emphasizes the agency of residents in
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shaping  their  neighborhoods  and  influencing  urban  development.  This
perspective  is  crucial  in  understanding  the  success  or  failure  of  urban
revitalization  projects. He shows how community initiatives and grassroots
movements can profoundly impact urban spaces.
The Intersectionality of  Urban Change:  The author  doesn't  treat  urban
change as a monolithic process.  He meticulously examines how factors like
class,  race,  ethnicity,  and gender  intersect  to  shape individual  experiences
within  the  urban  environment.  This  nuanced  approach  is  essential  for
understanding the complexities of inequality and social justice within cities.
The Importance of Longitudinal Studies: Krase underscores the need for
long-term  research  to  grasp  the  cumulative  effects  of  urban  change.  He
showcases  the  value  of  following  communities  and  neighborhoods  over
extended periods,  allowing for  a  deeper  understanding of  the processes  of
transformation. This is directly relevant to studies of community change and
its long-term implications.
The  Role  of  Participatory  Action  Research:  Krase  advocates  for
participatory  action  research  methodologies,  which  actively  involve
community members in the research process. This approach not only gathers
valuable  insights  but  also  empowers  residents  and  fosters  collaborative
solutions to urban challenges.

Methodological Innovations and Contributions
Krase's  book  stands  out  for  its  innovative  methodological  approaches.  Beyond
traditional  ethnographic  techniques,  he  incorporates  visual  methods,  including
photography and mapping, to illustrate the spatial dimensions of urban change. This
multi-sensory approach offers a richer and more comprehensive understanding of the
urban environment than relying solely on textual data. His emphasis on long-term
engagement with communities allows for the capture of subtle shifts and nuanced
changes that might be missed in shorter-term studies. This commitment to sustained
fieldwork distinguishes his work and contributes to its depth and credibility.

The Lasting Impact and Relevance of Krase's Work
*Seeing Cities Change* remains highly relevant today due to its insightful examination
of ongoing urban transformations. The challenges of rapid urbanization, gentrification,
inequality,  and  sustainable  development  continue  to  shape  metropolitan  areas
globally.  Krase's work offers valuable tools and perspectives for understanding these
challenges and developing effective solutions. His emphasis on participatory research
methods  is  increasingly  important  in  fostering  community  engagement  and
empowering residents to shape their  urban environments.  The book continues to
serve  as  a  significant  resource  for  urban  anthropologists,  urban  planners,
policymakers, and anyone interested in understanding the complexities of urban life.

FAQ: Addressing Common Questions about Krase's
Work
Q1: What makes Krase's approach to urban anthropology unique?

A1:  Krase's  work  distinguishes  itself  through  its  long-term commitment  to  fieldwork,
integrating diverse methodologies (ethnography, visual methods, participatory action
research),  and  a  strong  focus  on  the  agency  of  residents  within  the  urban
transformation process. He avoids a purely observational stance, actively engaging
with communities and advocating for their participation in shaping their urban futures.

Q2: How can the findings in *Seeing Cities Change* be applied in practice?

A2:  Krase’s  research  offers  practical  implications  for  urban  planning,  policy
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development, and community engagement initiatives. His emphasis on participatory
action research can inform more inclusive and effective urban development projects.
Understanding the intersectional aspects of urban change highlighted in the book can
help policymakers address inequalities and foster social justice within cities.

Q3: What are some of the limitations of Krase’s approach?

A3: While Krase’s work is highly valuable, it's important to acknowledge potential
limitations.  The intensive  fieldwork  and longitudinal  nature  of  his  studies  might  limit
the geographic scope of the research. Furthermore, the participatory nature of his
approach  requires  significant  time  and  resources,  which  may  not  be  feasible  in  all
contexts.

Q4: How does Krase's work relate to other studies in urban anthropology?

A4:  Krase’s  research  builds  upon  and  contributes  to  a  long  tradition  of  urban
ethnographic  studies.  His  work  differentiates  itself  through  its  emphasis  on
longitudinal research, participatory approaches, and the integration of visual methods.
He builds on earlier scholarship focusing on urban inequality and community-based
initiatives but adds a crucial layer of focus on the agency of residents.

Q5: What are the key takeaways from *Seeing Cities Change*?

A5: The book’s main takeaways highlight the importance of long-term engagement
with urban communities, a deep understanding of the intersectional nature of urban
experiences, and the necessity of participatory research methodologies for fostering
genuine community-based solutions to urban challenges.

Q6: Is this book suitable for non-academics?

A6:  While  rooted  in  academic  research,  Krase's  book  is  written  in  a  clear  and
accessible  style.  While  some theoretical  concepts  may require  some background
knowledge,  the  overall  narrative  and  case  studies  make  it  engaging  and
understandable  for  a  broader  audience  interested  in  urban  issues.

Q7: Where can I find more information on this topic?

A7: To delve deeper into the subjects discussed, you can explore other publications by
Jerome  Krase,  alongside  works  on  urban  ethnography,  urban  revitalization,  and
participatory action research. Academic databases like JSTOR and Google Scholar offer
a wealth of relevant resources.

Q8: How does this book contribute to the field of urban planning?

A8:  Krase's  book  offers  invaluable  insights  for  urban  planners  by  emphasizing  the
importance of community engagement, understanding the complex social dynamics
shaping  urban  spaces,  and  incorporating  participatory  action  research  in  urban
planning processes. It provides a framework for creating more inclusive, sustainable,
and equitable urban environments.

Witnessing  Urban  Transformation:  A  Deep  Dive
into Jerome Krase's "Seeing Cities Change Urban
Anthropology"
Jerome Krase's  2012 hardcover,  "Seeing Cities Change Urban Anthropology,"  isn't
merely  a  study  on  urban  spaces;  it's  a  challenging  examination  into  how  our
understanding of cities influences the very discipline of urban anthropology. This book
doesn't  just  depict  the  evolving  urban  landscape;  it  maintains  that  this  fluid
environment  demands  a  radical  reassessment  of  how  we  approach  urban  analysis.
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Krase's central point revolves around the expanding sophistication of modern cities
and the insufficiency of traditional anthropological methods in grasping their nuances.
He advocates that the fixed paradigms often employed by urban anthropologists are
unprepared  to  account  for  the  fast-paced  alteration  occurring  in  urban  centers
worldwide. The rise of globalization, technological advancements, and evolving social
relationships necessitate a more flexible and multifaceted strategy.

The book's power lies in its thorough examination of these obstacles. Krase does not
present abstract theories; he roots his assertions in concrete examples drawn from his
own  considerable  fieldwork  and  observations.  He  examines  case  examples  from
various cities around the globe, illustrating how conventional methods may prove
inadequate in explaining the perspectives of urban dwellers.

For  instance,  Krase's  analysis  of  migration  patterns  in  rapidly  expanding  cities
underscores  the  limitations  of  fixed  ethnographic  representations.  He  suggests  that
the  unceasing  flux  of  people  necessitates  more  fluid  approaches,  such  as  the
employment  of  digital  technologies  and  participatory  research  approaches.  This
concentration on collaboration is a consistent element throughout the book.

Krase also critiques the biased assumptions that may infiltrate urban anthropological
research. He pleads for a more reflexive methodology, encouraging anthropologists to
consciously challenge their own assumptions and power structures within the study
procedure.

The  book’s  writing  style  is  understandable  yet  precise.  Krase  effectively  weaves
theoretical  discussions  with  tangible  illustrations,  making  it  interesting  for  both
researchers  and  practitioners  in  the  field.  The  book  doesn’t  shy  away  from  difficult
problems, and it effectively navigates these difficulties with accuracy and wisdom.

The practical  advantages of  understanding Krase’s  arguments  are  numerous.  For
urban  anthropologists,  it  provides  a  essential  framework  for  reassessing  their
techniques and integrating more adaptive strategies into their  studies.  For urban
planners  and  policymakers,  the  book  offers  useful  understandings  into  the  intricate
relationships of urban life, aiding in the creation of more efficient and fair urban plans.

In conclusion,  "Seeing Cities Change Urban Anthropology" is  a significant addition to
the field.  It  challenges traditional  wisdom, promotes invention,  and offers a pathway
towards a more applicable and important urban anthropology. Krase's book isn’t just a
account of changing cities; it’s a plan for modifying the discipline itself to meet the
challenges of the 21st century.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: What is the main argument of Krase's book?

A1: Krase asserts that traditional urban anthropological techniques are insufficient for
comprehending the fast-paced alterations occurring in modern cities. He advocates for
more dynamic and multifaceted techniques.

Q2: What kind of examples does Krase use to support his argument?

A2: Krase uses numerous case instances from cities across the globe to illustrate the
inadequacies of conventional methods and the requirement for change.

Q3: Who would benefit from reading this book?

A3:  This  book  is  beneficial  for  urban  anthropologists,  urban  planners,  policymakers,
and anyone fascinated in the study of cities and the difficulties of urban life.

Q4: How does the book contribute to the field of urban anthropology?
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A4: Krase's work provides a important framework for rethinking urban anthropological
methodologies and advocates a more reflexive and collaborative method.
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