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Great  White
North:
Reframing
Whiteness,
Privilege, and
Identity  in
Education
(Second
Edition)
T h e  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f
"Revisiting  the  Great  White
North:  Reframing  Whiteness,
Privilege,  and  Identity  in
Education"  offers  a  crucial
intervention  in  contemporary
educational  discourse.  This
book  doesn't  shy  away  from
the  comp lex  and  o f t en
uncomfortable  realities  of
whi teness  in  Canadian
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educat ion,  chal lenging
readers  to  confront  systemic
biases  and  actively  work
towards a more equitable and
i n c l u s i v e  l e a r n i n g
environment.  It  builds  upon
the first edition, expanding on
key themes and incorporating
n e w  r e s e a r c h  a n d
perspectives  on  critical  race
theory,  white privilege,  and
decolonization  within  the
Canadian context. This article
will delve into the book's key
contributions,  examining  its
strengths,  exploring  its
practical  applications,  and
considering  its  ongoing
impact on educational reform.

Understanding
the Book's Central
Argument
The book's  central  argument
revolves around the need for a
cr i t ica l  examinat ion  of
w h i t e n e s s  a s  a  s o c i a l
construct  within  Canadian
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education.  It  moves  beyond
simplistic notions of individual
prejudice, instead focusing on
the  systemic  ways  in  which
w h i t e n e s s  h a s  s h a p e d
curricula,  pedagogy,  and
institutional  structures.  The
authors  skillfully  dissect  the
often-unseen  privi leges
afforded to white students and
educators,  highlighting  how
these  advantages  perpetuate
inequalities  for  Indigenous
students  and  students  of
color.  Key  concepts  explored
include:

Whiteness as a Social
Construct:  The  book
expertly  dismantles  the
idea  of  whiteness  as  a
neutral  or  objective
category,  revealing  its
role  in  maintaining
power  structures  and
shaping  societal  norms.
Intersectionality:  It
e m p h a s i z e s  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
understanding how race
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intersects  with  other
ident i t ies ,  such  as
gender ,  c lass ,  and
sexuality,  creating
unique  experiences  of
p r i v i l e g e  a n d
oppression.
I n d i g e n o u s
Perspectives: The book
prioritizes  Indigenous
voices  and  knowledge
systems,  advocating for
decolonizing educational
practices  and  curricula
to  better  reflect  the
diversity  of  Canadian
society.
Critical Pedagogy: The
authors promote the use
of  critical  pedagogy,
encouraging  educators
to  challenge  dominant
narratives  and  foster
critical  consciousness
among  students.

Key  Themes  and
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Practical
Applications  in
Education
"Revisiting  the  Great  White
N o r t h "  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  a
theoretical  work;  it  offers
practical  tools  and strategies
for  educators  seeking  to
c rea te  more  i nc lu s i ve
classrooms.  The  second
edition  expands  on  these
pract ical  appl icat ions,
providing  case  studies  and
examples  of  effective  anti-
racist  initiatives.  Key themes
d i rec t l y  app l i cab l e  i n
educational settings include:

C u r r i c u l u m
Decolonization:  The
book  advocates  for  a
c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w  o f
exist ing  curricula,
suggesting  ways  to
incorporate  Indigenous
knowledge,  diverse
perspectives,  and  anti-
racist  content.  This
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i n v o l v e s  a c t i v e l y
challenging  Eurocentric
biases and promoting a
more representative and
inclusive  portrayal  of
history  and  culture.
Culturally  Responsive
Teaching:  The  authors
explore the principles of
culturally  responsive
teaching,  emphasizing
the  impor tance  o f
understanding students'
cultural  backgrounds
and  adapting  teaching
methods  to  meet  their
diverse  learning  needs.
This requires educators
to  develop  cultural
humility  and  actively
seek  feedback  from
students.
Anti-Racist Pedagogy:
The  book  prov ides
concrete  examples  of
anti-racist  pedagogies,
encouraging  educators
to  actively  address
issues  of  racism in  the
classroom and  promote
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equity and social justice.
This  involves  fostering
o p e n  d i a l o g u e ,
c h a l l e n g i n g
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y
behaviors,  and creating
a  safe  and  inclusive
learning  environment
for  all  students.
A d d r e s s i n g
Microaggressions: The
book  helps  educators
understand and identify
microaggressions  –
s u b t l e ,  o f t e n
unintentional  acts  of
discrimination  –  and
provides  strategies  for
a d d r e s s i n g  t h e m
e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  t h e
classroom.  This  crucial
aspect  of  fostering
inc lus ion  requires
ongoing  reflection  and
self-awareness  from
educators.
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Strengths  and
Unique
Contributions  of
the  Second
Edition
The second edition builds on
the  success  of  the  f irst ,
enhancing its impact through:

Updated  Research:
Incorporating the latest
scholarship  on  critical
race theory, Indigenous
studies,  and  anti-racist
education.
E x p a n d e d  C a s e
Studies:  Providing
more detailed examples
of  successful  anti-racist
initiatives  in  Canadian
schools.
N e w  C h a p t e r s :
Addressing  emerging
issues  and  challenges
related  to  equity  and
inclusion in education.
E n h a n c e d
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P e d a g o g i c a l
Resources:  Offering  a
wider range of practical
tools and strategies for
educators.

T h e  b o o k ’ s  u n i q u e
contribution  lies  in  its  focus
on  the  Canadian  context,
p r o v i d i n g  a  n u a n c e d
understanding of the specific
challenges  and  opportunities
r e l a t e d  t o  a d d r e s s i n g
whiteness  and  privilege  in  a
u n i q u e l y  C a n a d i a n
educational  landscape.  This
focus  on  Canadian  identity
in relation to whiteness allows
for  a  more  targeted  and
e f f e c t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o
educational  reform.

Limitations  and
Further
Considerations
W h i l e  t h e  b o o k  m a k e s
significant  contributions,  it's
important  to  acknowledge
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potential  limitations.  Some
might  criticize  the  book's
focus  on  whiteness,  arguing
for a broader consideration of
other  forms  of  oppression.
However ,  th i s  focused
approach allows for a deeper
examination of systemic issues
related  to  whiteness  in  the
C a n a d i a n  c o n t e x t .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e
implementation of  the book's
recommendations  requires
significant  systemic  change
and  ongoing  commitment
f r o m  e d u c a t o r s ,
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d
policymakers.  Achieving
meaningful  change  requires
sus ta ined  e f f o r t  and  a
wil l ingness  to  confront
uncomfortable  truths.

Conclusion
"Revisiting  the  Great  White
North:  Reframing  Whiteness,
Privilege,  and  Identity  in
Education" (Second Edition) is
an  essential  resource  for
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educators,  policymakers,  and
anyone committed to creating
a  more  just  and  equitable
education system. It provides
a  powerful  framework  for
understanding and addressing
the complexities of whiteness
and privilege within Canadian
education,  offering  practical
tools  and  strategies  for
creating  more  inclusive  and
c u l t u r a l l y  r e s p o n s i v e
classrooms.  Its  contribution
lies not just in its analysis, but
in  its  empowering  call  to
action,  urging  us  to  actively
work  towards  decolonizing
education and building a more
equitable  future  for  a l l
students.

Frequently  Asked
Questions
Q1:  What  i s  the  main
difference between the first
and second editions?

A1:  The  second  edi t ion
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expands  upon  the  first  by
incorporating  new  research,
adding  more  detailed  case
studies  of  successful  anti-
racist  initiatives,  including
new  chapters  addressing
emerging  challenges,  and
offering  a  wider  range  of
pedagogical  resources  for
educators.  The  updated
research  reflects  recent
developments in  critical  race
theory,  Indigenous  studies,
and  anti-racist  education,
o f f e r i n g  a  m o r e
comprehensive  and  current
perspective.

Q2:  I s  th is  book  only
relevant  to  Canadian
educators?

A2: While the book focuses on
the  Canadian  context,  its
themes  –  the  examination  of
w h i t e n e s s  a s  a  s o c i a l
construct,  the  importance  of
decolonization,  and  the  need
for  culturally  responsive
teaching  –  are  universally
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relevant.  Educators  in  other
countries  grappling  with
similar  issues  of  systemic
inequality and racial bias can
find  valuable  insights  and
practical strategies within its
pages.

Q3:  How can I  implement
t h e  b o o k ' s
recommendations  in  my
classroom?

A3:  The  book  offers  many
practical  strategies.  Start  by
critically  examining  your
curr icu lum  for  b iases ,
incorpora t ing  d i verse
perspectives, and engaging in
culturally responsive teaching
practices.  This  involves
actively  listening  to  your
students '  exper iences ,
adapting  your  teaching
methods to meet their diverse
l e a r n i n g  n e e d s ,  a n d
addressing  microaggressions
directly.

Q4:  What  is  meant  by
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" d e c o l o n i z i n g  t h e
curriculum"?

A 4 :  D e c o l o n i z i n g  t h e
curriculum  involves  critically
examining  existing  curricula
for  Eurocentric  biases  and
act ive ly  incorporat ing
Indigenous  knowledge,
perspectives, and histories. It
means  challenging  dominant
narratives  and  promoting  a
more  representative  and
inclusive  portrayal  of  history
and culture. It's about moving
beyond  a  singular,  dominant
worldview  to  acknowledge
and  celebrate  the  diverse
knowledge systems that exist.

Q5:  How  can  I  address
microaggressions  in  my
classroom?

A 5 :  A d d r e s s i n g
microaggressions  requires
ongoing  self-reflection  and  a
commitment to creating a safe
and  inc lus ive  learn ing
environment.  When  you



Revisiting The Great White North
Reframing Whiteness Privilege And

Identity In Education Second
Edition

Revisiting The Great White North
Reframing Whiteness Privilege And
Identity In Education Second Edition

16

witness  a  microaggression,
address  i t  d i rect ly  and
respectfully,  educating  those
involved about the impact of
their  words  or  act ions .
Creating a classroom culture
w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  f e e l
empowered to  speak up and
challenge  discriminatory
behavior  is  also  essential.

Q6: What role does critical
pedagogy  play  in  this
book's  approach?

A6:  Critical  pedagogy  is
c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  b o o k ’ s
approach.  It  emphasizes  the
importance  of  fostering
critical  consciousness  among
students, encouraging them to
question  dominant  narratives
and  actively  participate  in
creating  a  more  just  and
equitable  society .  This
i n v o l v e s  c h a l l e n g i n g
assumptions,  promoting
c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g ,  a n d
empowering  students  to
become  agents  of  social
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change.

Q7:  How  does  the  book
a d d r e s s  t h e
in te rsec t iona l i t y  o f
identity?

A7:  The  book  highlights  the
importance  of  understanding
how race intersects with other
identities  like  gender,  class,
and sexuality, creating unique
experiences  of  privilege  and
oppression. It emphasizes the
need for educators to consider
these  multiple  layers  of
identity  when  addressing
issues of equity and inclusion.
A holistic approach recognizes
the  interconnectedness  of
social  categories  and  avoids
reducing  individuals  to  a
single  identity.

Q8: What are the long-term
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f
implementing  the  book's
recommendations?

A8:  Long-term,  implementing
the  book’s  recommendations
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will lead to a more equitable
and  inclusive  education
system.  This  translates  to
improved  educa t i ona l
outcomes  for  marginalized
s t u d e n t s ,  a  m o r e
representative  and  accurate
portrayal  of  history  and
culture, and a more just and
equitable  society  overall.
Ultimately,  it  fosters  a  more
respectful  and understanding
learning  environment  for  all
students,  helping  them  to
develop  into  informed  and
engaged  citizens.

Revisiting  the  Great  White
North:  Reframing  Whiteness,
Privilege,  and  Identity  in
Education  (Second  Edition)

Introduction:  Dissecting  the
knotty  tapestry  of  Canadian
identity requires a meticulous
understanding of its historical
relationship  with  whiteness,
privilege,  and  the  training
s y s t e m .  T h i s  a r t i c l e
investigates  the  second
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edition  of  "Revisiting  the
Great White North: Reframing
Whiteness,  Privilege,  and
Identity  in  Education,"  a
essential  text  that  questions
conventional perspectives and
offers  a  powerful  framework
for  revolutionary  educational
reform.  The  publication
doesn't shy away from difficult
conversations,  providing
e d u c a t o r s  w i t h  t h e
instruments  to  nurture
inclusive  and  equitable
learning  settings.

Main Discussion:

The first edition of "Revisiting
the  Great  White  North"  laid
the groundwork for a critical
examination of how dominant
narrat ives  of  Canadian
identity  have  historically
excluded  Indigenous  peoples
and  other  racialized  groups.
This  second  edition  builds
u p o n  t h i s  f o u n d a t i o n ,
including new research,  data
and  perspectives  that  show
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the  shifting  landscape  of
Canadian  society.

One of the text's key strengths
is its ability to deconstruct the
illusion  of  colorblindness.  It
argues  persuasively  that
ignoring race and ethnicity is
no t  neu t ra l  bu t  ra ther
m a i n t a i n s  s y s t e m i c
inequalities.  The  authors
skillfully illustrate how subtle
and  overt  forms  of  racism
function  within  educational
institutions,  from  syllabus
design  to  teacher  practices
and student interactions.

The publication offers a varied
approach  to  understanding
w h i t e n e s s  a s  a  s o c i a l
construct,  rather  than  a
genetic  trait.  It  explores  the
privileges  associated  with
whiteness  and  how  these
benefits  are often unseen by
those  who  profit  from them.
This  introspection  is  crucial
for  educators  to  successfully
confront issues of inequality.
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Furthermore ,  the  book
emphasizes the importance of
c e n t e r i n g  I n d i g e n o u s
knowledge  and  opinions  in
educat ion .  I t  suppor ts
decolonizing  the  curriculum,
which  involves  challenging
Eurocentr ic  biases  and
incorporating  Indigenous
ways of knowing and existing.
Concrete examples of how to
achieve  this  decolonization
are  provided,  rendering  the
text's  recommendations
applicable for educators at all
levels.

Implementation  Strategies
and  Practical  Benefits:

The  publication's  proposals
are designed to be integrated
into  different  aspects  of  the
educat ion  system.  This
includes:

Faculty  professional
development:  Seminars
based  on  the  book's
b e l i e f s  c a n  e q u i p
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educators  with  the
c o m p e t e n c i e s  t o
construct more inclusive
a n d  e q u i t a b l e
classrooms.
Curriculum reform: The
b o o k  p r o v i d e s  a
f r a m e w o r k  f o r
restructuring  syllabus
materials  to  represent
the variety of Canadian
i d e n t i t i e s  a n d
experiences.
Policy  changes:  The
publication's claims can
inform the development
of  policies that support
equity  and  inclusion  in
education.

The  practical  benefits  of
implementing  the  text's
proposals are numerous. They
include:

Enhanced  academic
achievement:  A  more
inc lus ive  learn ing
setting  can  result  in
b e t t e r  a c a d e m i c
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o u t c o m e s  f o r  a l l
students.
E n h a n c e d  s o c i a l
cohesion:  By  fostering
understanding  and
e m p a t h y ,  t h e  t e x t
contributes  to  a  more
harmonious society.
I m p r o v e d  f a c u l t y
performance:  Educators
who  understand  and
a d d r e s s  i s s u e s  o f
whiteness,  privilege,
and  identity  are  better
ready  to  support  all
their  students.

Conclusion:

"Revisiting  the  Great  White
North:  Reframing  Whiteness,
Privilege,  and  Identity  in
Education" (Second Edition) is
a important and vital resource
for  educators,  policymakers,
and  anyone  committed  to
creating  a  more  just  and
equitable Canadian society. By
cha l l eng ing  dominan t
narratives and offering usable
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strategies for reform, this text
provides  a  roadmap  for
revamping  education  in
Canada. Its effect will be felt
for decades to come, ensuring
a more inclusive future for all.

FAQ:

1.  Q:  Is  this  book  only
relevant  to  Canadian
educators?

A: While the book focuses on
the  Canadian  context,  its
t h e m e s  o f  w h i t e n e s s ,
privilege,  and  identity  are
g l o b a l l y  r e l e v a n t  a n d
applicable  to  educators  in
other countries grappling with
similar issues of inequality.

2.  Q:  What  is  the  target
audience for this book?

A: The book is primarily aimed
at educators at all levels, from
k i n d e r g a r t e n  t o  p o s t -
s e c o n d a r y ,  a s  w e l l  a s
po l icymakers ,  teacher
t r a i n e r s ,  a n d  a n y o n e
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interested in critical pedagogy
and social justice in education.

3. Q: How does this second
edition  differ  from  the
first?

A: The second edition includes
updated  research,  data,  and
perspectives,  reflecting  the
evolving  understanding  of
whiteness,  privilege,  and
identity in Canadian society. It
also  expands  on  practical
strategies  for  implementing
inc lus i ve  educa t i ona l
practices.

4 .  Q :  I s  t h e  b o o k
academically  rigorous?

A: Yes, the book is based on
scholar ly  research  and
incorpora tes  re levant
theoretical  frameworks,
making it a valuable resource
for  academic  study  and
discussion.
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