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The Remington Model 1917, a
significant piece of American
military history, saw extensive use
during World War I. Understanding
its operation and maintenance was
crucial, and this was largely
facilitated by the comprehensive
*Remington Model 1917 Army
Manual*. This guide delves into the
history, features, operation, and
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legacy of this manual, offering
insights into this iconic firearm and
its associated documentation. We'll
explore aspects like the
*Remington Model 1917
disassembly*, *Remington Model
1917 parts*, and the overall
significance of the manual for both
collectors and firearm enthusiasts.

The Remington
Model 1917: A
Historical Overview
The Remington Model 1917 was a
bolt-action rifle adopted by the
United States Army during World
War I to supplement the
insufficient supply of the
Springfield Model 1903. Developed
by Remington Arms Company, it
was a substantial contribution to
the war effort, seeing widespread
deployment by American troops
overseas. The rifle itself is notable
for its robust design and relatively
simple mechanism, making it
reliable in diverse combat
situations. The accompanying
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*Remington Model 1917 Army
Manual* was essential for ensuring
proper use, maintenance, and
repair of these rifles. This manual
served as the primary resource for
soldiers, providing detailed
instructions and diagrams vital for
battlefield effectiveness.

Features and
Contents of the
Remington Model
1917 Army Manual
The *Remington Model 1917 Army
Manual* wasn't just a simple
instruction booklet; it was a
comprehensive guide covering
every facet of the rifle's operation
and upkeep. Key features included:

Detailed Exploded
Diagrams: The manual
contained numerous detailed
exploded diagrams, showing
every component of the rifle
and their relationships. This
was crucial for effective
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assembly, disassembly, and
repair. Understanding these
diagrams was key to
competent *Remington
Model 1917 disassembly*
and reassembly.
Step-by-Step Instructions:
The instructions for field
stripping, cleaning, and
maintenance were presented
in a clear, sequential
manner, ensuring even
inexperienced soldiers could
perform essential tasks. This
was especially critical in the
field where access to
specialized technicians was
limited.
Troubleshooting Guide: A
significant section of the
manual addressed common
malfunctions and provided
step-by-step troubleshooting
procedures. This empowered
soldiers to address minor
problems independently,
minimizing downtime and
improving operational
readiness.
Parts Identification: The
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manual included a detailed
parts list with accompanying
illustrations, allowing for
easy identification and
ordering of replacement
parts. This was crucial for
maintaining the rifle's
operational integrity
throughout its lifespan.
Identifying *Remington
Model 1917 parts* correctly
was key to effective repair.
Ammunition
Specifications: The manual
also provided crucial
information about the correct
ammunition to be used with
the Remington Model 1917,
emphasizing safety protocols
and highlighting the
importance of proper
handling.

Practical
Applications and
Benefits of the
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Manual
The *Remington Model 1917 Army
Manual* offered several practical
benefits, both during the war and
long afterward:

Improved Soldier
Effectiveness: The clear
and concise instructions
ensured soldiers could
quickly learn to operate and
maintain their rifles,
contributing significantly to
their battlefield
effectiveness.
Reduced Downtime: The
troubleshooting section
significantly reduced
downtime caused by
malfunctions, allowing
soldiers to address minor
issues quickly and
independently.
Enhanced Safety: The
safety instructions within the
manual helped prevent
accidental discharges and
injuries, enhancing the
overall safety of handling the
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firearm.
Historical Significance:
Today, the manual provides
invaluable insight into the
military practices and
technologies of the World
War I era. It serves as a
primary source for
researchers and collectors
studying this period.
Collector's Item: Original
copies of the *Remington
Model 1917 Army Manual*
are sought-after collector's
items, appreciated for their
historical value and detailed
technical information.

The Lasting Legacy
of the Remington
Model 1917 and its
Manual
The Remington Model 1917, along
with its accompanying manual, left
a significant mark on military
history. Its robust design and the
readily accessible information
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provided in the manual contributed
significantly to the Allied victory in
World War I. Even today, the rifle
and its documentation remain
objects of study and fascination for
firearm enthusiasts, military
historians, and collectors. The
*Remington Model 1917 Army
Manual* stands as a testament to
the importance of clear, accessible
technical documentation in military
applications. Its meticulous
attention to detail ensured that
soldiers could effectively utilize this
crucial piece of equipment,
contributing to the overall success
of the war effort.

FAQ: Remington
Model 1917 Army
Manual
Q1: Where can I find a copy of
the Remington Model 1917
Army Manual?

A1: Finding original copies can be
challenging. They're often available
through online auction sites like
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eBay or specialized military surplus
stores. However, be aware of
potential forgeries and carefully
inspect any copy before
purchasing. Digitized versions may
also be found online through
archives or collector's websites.

Q2: Are there any differences
between various printings of
the manual?

A2: There might be minor revisions
across different printings, often
reflecting minor updates to the
rifle's design or maintenance
procedures. These differences are
typically minor and won't
significantly alter the core
information provided.

Q3: Is the manual difficult to
understand for someone
without military experience?

A3: While written with a military
audience in mind, the manual is
generally well-structured and uses
clear language and diagrams. With
some patience, even non-military
personnel can understand its
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contents.

Q4: Can the manual be used for
repairing a modern Remington
rifle?

A4: No. The manual specifically
addresses the World War I-era
Remington Model 1917. While
some principles of firearm
maintenance might be
transferable, crucial details differ
significantly from modern firearms.
Attempting repairs based solely on
this manual for a modern rifle is
strongly discouraged.

Q5: What is the historical
significance of the manual
beyond its practical use?

A5: The manual provides valuable
insight into the logistical and
training aspects of the US Army
during World War I. It represents a
snapshot of military doctrine and
technology from that era, offering
valuable primary source
information for historians.

Q6: What makes original copies
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of the manual valuable to
collectors?

A6: Original copies are valued for
their historical significance, rarity,
and condition. Well-preserved
manuals with clear text and
illustrations are highly sought after
by collectors of military artifacts
and firearms.

Q7: Are there any modern
equivalents to this manual for
modern firearms?

A7: Yes, modern firearms
manufacturers typically provide
comprehensive owner's manuals
that cover operation, maintenance,
and troubleshooting. These
manuals are usually more readily
available than historical military
manuals.

Q8: What's the best way to
preserve an original Remington
Model 1917 Army Manual?

A8: Store it in a cool, dry place,
away from direct sunlight and
excessive humidity. Use acid-free
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archival-quality materials if you
need to handle it or store it within
protective sleeves or binders.

Deciphering the
Remington Model
1917 Army Manual:
A Deep Dive into the
Great War's
Workhorse
The famous Remington Model 1917
rifle played a pivotal role in the
First World War, supplying millions
of American soldiers.
Understanding its intricacies
requires more than just superficial
examination; it demands a
thorough comprehension of the
accompanying army manual. This
document wasn't merely a
handbook; it was a critical resource
for soldiers enduring the brutal
conditions of trench warfare. This
article delves into the contents of
the Remington Model 1917 Army
Manual, exploring its importance
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and providing insights into its
useful applications.

The manual itself is a
exemplification to the time's
approach to military training.
Unlike today's graphics-laden
manuals, the 1917 version was
text-heavy, relying on clear
language and detailed diagrams to
convey information. This approach,
while ostensibly simple, was
effective in its aim: to equip
soldiers with the expertise
necessary to use their rifles
competently.

The manual's structure is logical,
progressively introducing the
soldier to various aspects of the
rifle. It begins with a fundamental
overview of the weapon's
components, meticulously detailing
each piece and its role. This
thorough description is critical for
proper assembly, disassembly, and
maintenance. Numerous
illustrations accompany the text,
clarifying complex operations and
ensuring understanding even for
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those with basic mechanical
aptitude.

A significant portion of the manual
is committed to the hands-on
aspects of rifle employment. It
discusses everything from correct
aiming and trigger-pulling
techniques to the importance of
cleaning the weapon regularly.
Specific instructions are given on
diagnosing common malfunctions,
a essential skill for soldiers
operating in the challenging
conditions of combat. The manual
also emphasizes security protocols,
highlighting the inherent dangers
of improper handling.

Beyond the practical details, the
manual subtly conveys the
significance of routine and
proficiency in military service. The
precise instructions and focus on
accurate procedures show the
military's commitment to
effectiveness and the security of its
soldiers. The manual’s style is
unambiguous, mirroring the
seriousness of the tasks at hand.
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The Remington Model 1917 Army
Manual is not merely a historical
artifact; it’s a important resource
for understanding the logistical
realities of the First World War and
the challenges faced by American
soldiers. It offers a unique glimpse
into the instruction methods of the
era and the significance placed on
soldier's proficiency. Studying this
manual offers valuable insights into
military history, firearm
technology, and the human
experience of war.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs):

1. Where can I find a copy of
the Remington Model 1917
Army Manual? You can locate
digital copies online through
various collections, including
military websites and online
booksellers. Printed copies are rare
but can sometimes be found
through specialized booksellers or
auctions.

2. Is the manual easy to
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understand? While the language
is relatively straightforward, the
technical nature of the topic may
require some dedication to fully
comprehend. However, the
numerous diagrams and pictures
significantly assist in grasping the
principles.

3. What is the manual's
significance today? The manual
gives valuable insight into military
history, the evolution of firearm
technology, and the challenges of
military training. It serves as a
testimony to the service of those
who served in World War I. For
firearm enthusiasts, it is a valuable
guide to understanding the
maintenance of a important
firearm.

4. Can the manual be used to
repair a Remington Model 1917
rifle? The manual offers guidance
on repair, but it’s essential to
remember that modern security
practices and specialized tools may
be necessary for any repair work. It
is recommended to get
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professional help from a qualified
gunsmith for any major
restorations.
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