
Porsche 993 Buyers Guide

Porsche 993 Buyers Guide: A Comprehensive Look
at the Air-Cooled Legend
The Porsche 993. The name alone evokes images of sleek lines, exhilarating performance, and timeless
elegance. This generation of the iconic 911, produced from 1994 to 1998, represents the final iteration of the
air-cooled engine, solidifying its place as a highly sought-after classic. This Porsche 993 buyers guide aims to
equip potential buyers with the knowledge needed to navigate the market and make an informed decision.
Whether you’re interested in a Carrera, a Turbo, or a rare variant like the GT2, understanding the nuances of
this model is key. We’ll cover crucial aspects like 993 engine specs, common problems, and the factors
influencing Porsche 993 values.

Understanding the Porsche 993 Generations and Variants
The 993 generation marked a significant leap forward for the 911. Its design, penned by Harm Lagaaij,
featured smoother, more aerodynamic lines than its predecessors. However, the beauty of the 993 lies not just
in its aesthetics but also in its engineering. While outwardly similar, several key variants significantly impact
the price and desirability of a 993.



Porsche 993 Buyers Guide

Porsche 993 Buyers Guide
2

Carrera: The base model, already a potent machine, offering a balance of performance and usability.
Variations included the Carrera 2 (rear-wheel drive) and Carrera 4 (all-wheel drive).
Carrera S: Offering increased power and performance over the standard Carrera. The S models are
particularly desirable among enthusiasts.
Turbo: The ultimate performance variant. The 993 Turbo boasted significant power and sophisticated
all-wheel drive, making it a formidable machine even by today’s standards. Considerable differences exist
between early and late Turbo models.
GT2: An exceptionally rare and potent homologation special. Only a limited number were produced,
making them highly sought-after collector's items and commanding significantly high prices. Focus
heavily on Porsche 993 GT2 value if considering this variant.
Targa: The iconic Targa top, a unique feature of the 993 generation, provides a blend of open-air driving
enjoyment with added practicality. The clever, electrically-operated system is a testament to Porsche
engineering.

Understanding these distinctions is crucial for any potential 993 buyer. Knowing the specific model you're
targeting will directly influence your search and budget.

Porsche 993: A Closer Look at Engine Specs and Common Issues
The heart of the 993, the air-cooled flat-six engine, is legendary. However, even these robust powerplants are
prone to certain issues as they age. Understanding potential problems is crucial for avoiding costly repairs.

Engine Maintenance: Air-cooled engines require meticulous maintenance, including regular oil
changes with the correct type of oil, inspection of the cooling system, and careful monitoring of engine
temperatures. Neglecting these aspects can lead to catastrophic engine failure. Prioritizing thorough
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993 engine specs review within service history is vital.
IMS Bearing: This is arguably the most discussed potential issue among 993 owners. The intermediate
shaft (IMS) bearing can fail, potentially resulting in significant engine damage. While not a guaranteed
failure, it's crucial to investigate the IMS bearing's condition during a pre-purchase inspection.
Electrical Systems: As with any older car, electrical gremlins can emerge. Inspect all lights, switches,
and the electrical system thoroughly. Pay attention to the air conditioning system; its functionality can
add significant value and comfort to the ownership experience.
Rust: While Porsches are known for their robust construction, rust can still be a problem, particularly in
areas prone to corrosion. Closely examine the body for signs of rust, paying close attention to the
undercarriage, wheel wells, and seams.

Finding and Evaluating a Porsche 993: A Practical Guide
Locating a well-maintained 993 requires diligence and careful consideration. Several avenues exist for finding
your dream car:

Online Marketplaces: Websites like eBay Motors, Bring a Trailer, and specialized Porsche forums are
excellent resources for finding 993s for sale.
Dealerships: Specialized Porsche dealerships often have a selection of well-maintained 993s, although
their prices may be higher.
Private Sellers: Buying from a private seller can sometimes lead to better deals, but due diligence is
essential to avoid potential problems.

Regardless of the source, a pre-purchase inspection by a qualified Porsche mechanic is crucial. This inspection
should thoroughly examine the engine, transmission, suspension, bodywork, and electrical systems. Don't skip
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this vital step; it could save you thousands of dollars in potential repairs. This is especially important when
examining a car's Porsche 993 values and negotiating a fair price.

The Value Proposition of the Porsche 993: Investment and
Enjoyment
The Porsche 993 offers a compelling proposition: the pleasure of driving a legendary sports car combined with
the potential for appreciating value. While values vary based on model, condition, and mileage, the 993 has
consistently shown strong appreciation, particularly for well-maintained examples. The limited production
numbers and the growing appreciation for air-cooled 911s contribute to this phenomenon. Owning a 993 is
more than just driving; it's about being part of a legacy.

Conclusion: Making the Right Choice
Choosing a Porsche 993 is a significant decision, but armed with the right information, you can make an
informed choice. This buyers guide has provided essential information regarding the various models, potential
mechanical issues, and the process of finding and evaluating a car. Remember, thorough research and a pre-
purchase inspection are indispensable for ensuring a rewarding ownership experience. Enjoy the hunt, and
happy motoring!

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: What is the average price range for a Porsche 993?
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A1: The price range for a Porsche 993 varies significantly depending on the model (Carrera, Carrera S, Turbo,
GT2), condition, mileage, and options. Generally, you can expect to find well-maintained Carrera models
starting around $60,000, while Carrera S models and Turbos can command significantly higher prices,
reaching well into six figures, even more for low-mileage and exceptional examples. Rare variants like the GT2
trade hands for considerably more.

Q2: How often should I service my Porsche 993?

A2: Regular servicing is critical for maintaining the health of your 993. A yearly service is recommended, or
every 7,500 miles (12,000 km), whichever comes first. This should include an oil change, filter replacements,
and a thorough inspection of all mechanical components. Refer to the owner's manual for specific service
recommendations.

Q3: What are the common maintenance costs associated with owning a Porsche 993?

A3: Maintenance costs can vary, but be prepared for significant expenses. Parts are often costly, and
specialized knowledge is often needed for repairs. Regular maintenance is essential to prevent expensive
repairs down the line. Budget for routine servicing, as well as potential major repairs such as IMS bearing
replacement, clutch replacement, or engine rebuilds.

Q4: How can I find a reputable mechanic for my Porsche 993?

A4: Seek recommendations from fellow Porsche enthusiasts or online forums. Look for mechanics specializing
in air-cooled Porsches; they have the experience and knowledge to diagnose and repair issues specific to the
993.
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Q5: Is it expensive to insure a Porsche 993?

A5: Yes, insurance costs will be higher than for a standard modern car. Insurance companies consider factors
such as the vehicle's value, performance capabilities, and repair costs. Shop around for quotes from multiple
insurers to find the best rate.

Q6: What are the key differences between the 993 Carrera 2 and Carrera 4?

A6: The main difference lies in the drivetrain. The Carrera 2 is rear-wheel drive, while the Carrera 4 features
Porsche's all-wheel-drive system. The Carrera 4 offers enhanced traction and handling, particularly in
challenging weather conditions, but generally has slightly reduced handling responsiveness compared to the
rear-wheel-drive variant.

Q7: Are there any specific parts I should prioritize inspecting during a pre-purchase inspection?

A7: Absolutely! Pay close attention to the IMS bearing, the clutch, the engine cooling system, the suspension
components, the electrical system, and the bodywork for rust. A professional inspection is crucial to identify
potential hidden problems.

Q8: Where can I find parts for my Porsche 993?

A8: Numerous sources offer parts for the 993, ranging from Porsche dealerships to specialized Porsche parts
suppliers and online retailers. Choosing reputable suppliers is important to ensure the quality and authenticity
of parts.

Porsche 993 Buyers Guide: Your Roadmap to Air-Cooled Perfection
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The Porsche 993. The moniker alone conjures visions of refined curves, a powerful engine note, and the final
hurrah of the air-cooled 911 era. For aspiring buyers, navigating the sphere of 993s can appear like navigating
a elaborate maze. This handbook aims to illuminate the path, providing insights to help you in discovering your
perfect machine.

Understanding the Generations: A 993 isn't just a 993. Subtle variations exist throughout its production,
affecting everything from power to amenities. Early models often lack some of the following enhancements.
Thus, understanding these details is vital. Researching the specific year and variant is paramount. For
example, the Carrera 4S, launched later, featured all-wheel drive and a greater level of standard equipment.

Mechanical Considerations: The heart of any 993 is its motor. The air-cooled flat-six is a iconic powertrain, but
age and mileage take their impact. Stressing a complete pre-purchase examination by a specialist familiar with
air-cooled Porsches is absolutely necessary. Look for indications of wear and service failure. Common concerns
involve the Intermediate bearing malfunction, IMS bearing concerns are a substantial factor. Regular service is
essential to precluding such problems.

Bodywork and Interior: The 993's body is relatively robust, but decay can be a concern, especially in regions
prone to salt. Inspect the undercarriage thoroughly for any indications of rust. The interior, although usually
durable, can display its time. Pay close consideration to leather state and wear on different pieces.

Finding the Right 993: The method of finding the ideal 993 demands dedication and careful investigation.
Online platforms such as eBay offer a wide range, but physical examinations are essential. Do not be reluctant
to walk away from a vehicle that fails to satisfy your standards.

Budget and Maintenance: Owning a Porsche 993 is a considerable economic responsibility. Factor in not only
the acquisition expense, but also the continuing expenses associated with service, protection, and possible
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repairs. Defining a realistic financial plan is critical.

Conclusion:

Acquiring a Porsche 993 is an exciting undertaking. By comprehending the diverse models, thoroughly
inspecting potential purchases, and developing a realistic financial plan, you can improve your odds of locating
and possessing this legendary performance vehicle. Remember, extensive due diligence is your utmost defense
against possible issues and frustrations.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

Q1: What is the average price of a Porsche 993?

A1: The price differs significantly relying on state, mileage, options, and market. Expect to shell out anywhere
from $60,000 to $200,000, with exceptional specimens attracting even higher prices.

Q2: How often should a 993 be serviced?

A2: Routine maintenance is critical. A least of once a year, or every 5,000 kilometers, whichever comes earlier,
is suggested. Nonetheless, more regular maintenance might be essential, based on using patterns and
distance.

Q3: Are 993s reliable?

A3: The dependability of a 993 is directly proportional to its maintenance record. With proper care, a 993 can
be a reliable vehicle. However, owing to their time, certain parts are greater prone to breakdown than in
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contemporary vehicles.

Q4: What are some common 993 modifications?

A4: Various modifications are obtainable for 993s, going from output enhancements to visual alterations.
Popular choices involve upgraded brakes, suspension tweaks, and output exhaust systems. However, it's
crucial to maintain a balance between power and reliability.
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