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Masterpiece
The world of custom motorcycles is filled with
incredible builds, but some stand out as true

works of art. One such example is Mike Doening's
1966 Harley-Davidson Sportster, a stunning
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creation heavily influenced by the legendary Mert
Lawwill and his iconic "Frame Maniacs" style.
This article delves deep into the details of this

remarkable machine, exploring its history, design
elements, and the craftsmanship that went into its
creation. We will also discuss the broader impact

of Mert Lawwill's influence on custom
motorcycle design, the significance of vintage
Harley-Davidson Sportsters, and the enduring

appeal of custom motorcycle builds.

The Genesis of a Legend:
Mike Doening's Vision

Mike Doening, a passionate motorcycle enthusiast
and skilled builder, envisioned a custom Sportster
that paid homage to the legendary Mert Lawwill.

Lawwill, a pioneering figure in American
motorcycle racing and customization, was known

for his innovative frame designs and radical
approach to building bikes. Doening's project

aimed to capture the essence of Lawwill's style,
using a 1966 Harley-Davidson Sportster as the
foundation. The selection of a '66 model wasn't

arbitrary; these bikes possess a certain raw
aesthetic that lends itself beautifully to custom

modifications, reflecting the spirit of the era when
Lawwill's influence was at its peak. The specific

model year also contributes to its collectible value
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and makes it a desirable base for such a project.
This build is a testament to Doening's skill and

appreciation for the history of custom motorcycle
building.

The Mert Lawwill Influence:
Frame Maniacs Aesthetics

The heart of Doening's build lies in its adherence
to the signature style of Mert Lawwill and his
"Frame Maniacs." This involves several key

elements: a stripped-down, minimalist aesthetic; a
focus on clean lines and functional design; and a

commitment to high-quality craftsmanship.
Doening’s bike showcases these principles

impeccably. The custom frame modifications, a
hallmark of Lawwill's work, are evident in the

clean lines and precise geometry of the chassis.
The choice of components – from the carefully

selected engine parts to the minimalist controls –
further emphasizes this streamlined aesthetic.
The overall effect is a bike that is both visually
stunning and mechanically refined, a perfect

embodiment of Lawwill's philosophy. The use of
specific period-correct components enhances the

historical accuracy and strengthens the
connection to the Harley-Davidson Sportster's

legacy.
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The Build Details: A
Masterclass in Craftsmanship
Examining the finer details of Doening's Sportster
reveals the immense skill and attention to detail

that went into its creation. The paint job, for
instance, is likely a custom mix perfectly
complementing the overall aesthetic. The

meticulous chrome work and the choice of high-
quality aftermarket components speaks volumes
about Doening's commitment to excellence. The
bike's stance, achieved through carefully chosen

suspension components and frame geometry,
further enhances its visual appeal and emphasizes
its performance capabilities. Every element, from
the handlebars to the exhaust system, appears to
have been meticulously selected and flawlessly
integrated into the overall design. This careful
consideration of every aspect exemplifies the

dedication required to create a truly exceptional
custom motorcycle. The engine itself, likely a

meticulously rebuilt and tuned XL engine, forms
the beating heart of this exceptional machine,

perfectly tuned to deliver both power and
reliability.
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The Enduring Legacy: Custom
Motorcycles and Cultural

Impact
Mike Doening's 1966 Harley-Davidson Sportster,

inspired by Mert Lawwill, is more than just a
custom motorcycle; it's a piece of rolling art that
showcases the enduring legacy of custom bike

building. The bike represents a deep respect for
the history of the motorcycle, the artistry of

custom fabrication, and the lasting influence of
legendary figures like Mert Lawwill. This build

participates in a vibrant cultural landscape, where
creativity, engineering, and a deep appreciation
for classic motorcycles converge. The continued
popularity of custom motorcycle builds like this

underscores the enduring appeal of personalized
expression and the craftsmanship involved in

building such machines.

Conclusion
Mike Doening’s masterful recreation embodies

the spirit of Mert Lawwill and the "Frame
Maniacs" era, showcasing not just excellent
craftsmanship but a deep understanding and
respect for motorcycle history. This particular

build serves as a testament to the enduring allure



Article Mike Doening 1966 Harley Davidson Sportster
Mert Lawwill Frame Maniac Express

Article Mike Doening 1966 Harley Davidson Sportster Mert Lawwill
Frame Maniac Express
6

of classic Harley-Davidson Sportsters and the
timeless appeal of custom motorcycles. It is a bike

that deserves to be admired, studied, and
celebrated as a significant piece of custom

motorcycle history.

FAQ
Q1: What makes Mert Lawwill's influence on

custom motorcycle design so significant?

A1: Mert Lawwill's influence stems from his
pioneering approach to frame design and his
minimalist aesthetic. He moved away from

traditional designs, emphasizing clean lines,
functional components, and a stripped-down

approach that prioritized performance and visual
impact. His innovations impacted the design

language of custom motorcycles for decades to
come.

Q2: What are the key characteristics of a
1966 Harley-Davidson Sportster?

A2: The 1966 Sportster is characterized by its
relatively simple air-cooled V-twin engine, its

relatively lightweight frame (compared to later
models), and a raw, unrefined aesthetic that lends

itself well to customization. It's considered a
desirable base for custom builds due to its iconic
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design and its mechanical simplicity.

Q3: What are some of the common
modifications seen in custom Sportster

builds?

A3: Common modifications include engine
upgrades (performance parts and rebuilds),
custom paint jobs, modified or replacement

frames, upgraded suspension components, custom
exhaust systems, and the addition of aftermarket

parts, such as handlebars, seats, and controls.

Q4: How does Mike Doening's build
specifically reflect Lawwill's style?

A4: Doening's build reflects Lawwill's style
through its minimalist aesthetic, clean lines,
emphasis on functional design, the apparent

custom frame work, and the careful selection of
high-quality components. The overall impression

is one of elegant simplicity and refined
performance, mirroring Lawwill's philosophy.

Q5: What is the significance of using a
vintage Harley-Davidson Sportster as a base

for a custom build?

A5: Using a vintage Sportster provides a strong
foundation with inherent character and history.

The inherent design aesthetics of older Sportsters
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make them very appealing for custom builders.
The mechanical simplicity also allows for

extensive modifications and customization without
excessive complications. They're also highly
sought-after collector’s items, enhancing the

value of the finished build.

Q6: Are there any specific challenges in
building a custom motorcycle like this?

A6: Building a custom motorcycle presents several
challenges, including sourcing appropriate parts,
fabricating custom components, ensuring proper
fit and function of modified parts, achieving the
desired aesthetic, and ensuring the bike's safety
and reliability. The process demands extensive
skills in metal fabrication, welding, mechanics,

and often, paint and bodywork.

Q7: What is the approximate value of a
custom motorcycle like this?

A7: The value of a custom motorcycle varies
widely depending on factors such as the quality of
the build, the rarity of parts used, the reputation

of the builder, and the overall condition. High-end
custom builds like Doening’s can command

significant prices, often exceeding the value of the
original motorcycle many times over.

Q8: Where can I find more information on
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custom motorcycle builds?

A8: Numerous resources are available online and
in print. Magazines dedicated to custom

motorcycles, online forums and communities, and
websites specializing in custom bike builders offer

valuable information and inspiration. Museums
dedicated to motorcycles, or events like

motorcycle shows, offer the chance to see such
custom bikes in person.

Mike Doening's 1966 Harley-
Davidson Sportster: A Mert

Lawwill Frame Maniac
Express Retrospective

Mike Doening's personalized 1966 Harley-
Davidson Sportster, built around a Mert Lawwill

frame, represents more than just a reconstruction.
It's a embodiment to the enduring appeal of

classic motorcycles, the skill of custom
fabrication, and the heart of American motorcycle
culture. This masterpiece isn't simply a machine;
it's a story etched in chrome, steel, and leather,

reflecting Doening's devotion and Lawwill's
contribution.

The heart of this spectacular machine lies within
its special frame, crafted by the legendary Mert
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Lawwill. Lawwill, a celebrated racer and builder,
was known for his cutting-edge designs that

pushed the frontiers of motorcycle performance
and aesthetics. His frames weren't just useful;

they were works of art, meticulously designed to
improve handling and guidance. Incorporating a

Lawwill frame into a custom build instantly
upgrades the project to a higher level of

complexity.

Doening's selection to use a Lawwill frame
immediately establishes the goal behind his

venture: to create a motorcycle that's not just
quick, but also stylish. The frame's structure
dictates the overall personality of the bike,

influencing its behavior and its visual impact. The
relationship between the frame's structure and
the other components of the bike is essential in
achieving the targeted aesthetic and functional

consequences.

The 1966 Harley-Davidson Sportster engine, a
powerful air-cooled V-twin, provides the force for
this stunning machine. Doening's concentration to
detail is evident in the meticulous readiness and
erection of the engine. Every element is carefully

selected and fitted, contributing to the bike's
overall polish and effectiveness. The option of
specific engine parts underscores Doening's

knowledge in engine modification.
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Beyond the engine and frame, Doening's
modification extends to every aspect of the

motorcycle. The paint, the controls, the padding,
the muffler – each element contributes to the
bike's individual personality. This isn't just a
refurbishment; it's a reimagining, a blend of
classic design and modern craftsmanship.

The "Maniac Express" moniker further stresses
the bike's lively nature. It hints at the joy of riding
this robust machine, the liberty of the open road,
and the rebellious spirit that defines the custom
motorcycle world. Doening's creation isn't just a

gadget; it's an experience, a expedition waiting to
be embarked.

In conclusion, Mike Doening's 1966 Harley-
Davidson Sportster, built upon a Mert Lawwill

frame, stands as a noteworthy example of custom
motorcycle fabrication. It illustrates not only

superb technical skill but also a deep
understanding for the history and tradition of
American motorcycle culture. This "Maniac

Express" isn't simply a machine; it’s a dynamic
testament to the enduring love of its creator.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What makes a Mert Lawwill frame so
special? Mert Lawwill frames are renowned for
their innovative designs that prioritize handling
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and performance. They're meticulously crafted,
often incorporating advanced geometric

principles for superior control and
responsiveness.

2. How difficult is it to build a custom
motorcycle like this? Building a custom

motorcycle of this caliber requires extensive
mechanical knowledge, welding skills, fabrication
expertise, and a considerable time commitment.

It's a challenging project best undertaken by
experienced builders.

3. What kind of performance can be expected
from a bike like this? The performance depends
greatly on the specific engine modifications and
tuning. However, these builds generally offer a
powerful and responsive ride, combining classic
styling with modern performance capabilities.

4. Where can I learn more about custom
motorcycle building? Numerous online

resources, books, and workshops cater to aspiring
custom motorcycle builders. Joining local

motorcycle clubs and attending events can also
provide valuable networking opportunities and

hands-on learning.
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